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following 


T 

T* HE Author of the 

Pages being a fupemumerary 
Officer on the Bengal EAablilh- 
menti and defirous of employing 
his leifure time, by improving 
^ hijxilelf ,in the knowledge of the 
Perhan language, as well as to 
gain inforpiation or the hiftory and 
manners of the nation, obtained a 
furlough for that purpofe; from 
which circumHance theie O b s s rv- 
AT IONS arofe. 


The 
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The* advantages he obtained 

during a refidence of eight months 

at ShirauZt by being domefticated 

with the nativeSj and living en- 

« 

tirely as one in a family, will, 
he hopes, make this attempt ac¬ 
ceptable to his readers, and gratify 
tlieir curiofity with refpedl to many 
of their manners and cudoms, 
which have not heretofore been fo 
fully made known by other Euro¬ 
pean travellers. 

+ ■ 

The ideas contained in that parr 

« 

of the Work relative to, the cele¬ 
brated ruins of Perfepolis, arofe to 
the Author as he viewed them:—a 
much more perfeft and accurate 
account might have been given 
of them, had his Etuation>airorded 

9 

him 
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him the means of procuring the 
neceflary implements, and aflift- 
ance, for taking views, and mea- 
' furcmcnts upon the'fpot. 

« 

The latter part of his Remarks, 
containing the Revolution at Buf- 

m 

fora, and the Tranfaftions relative 
to the fituation of Perlia from the 
deceafe of Nadir Shah until the pre- 
fent year, will probably be deemed 
moR interefting to the Public, as 
they ferve in fome meafure to fill 
iif>a chafm in the hiftory of Perlia 
from that period. This confidera- 
tion, added to the requeft of many 
• of his partial friends, firft fiiggeflcd 
to* him the idea of a publication, 
and gave him confidence that it 
would prove acceptable to his 
* ^ country- 



VIU 


PREFACE. 


countrymen. , Should it be fo for- 

h 

tunate as to meet with their appro¬ 
bation the author will deem him- 
felf amply repaid for the fatigue, 
and other inconveniencies he has 
experienced in the courfe of the 
expedition. 


WILLIAM FRANCKLIN. 
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made qh a tour from 


BENGAL, ro PERSIA. 


In the Years 1786-7. 


the 27th of February 1786, I 
embarked on board the fhip 
Yarmouth, Captain Greenly com¬ 
mander, for Bombay, in my way to 
Perfia, hav^g obtaihed a furlough 
^ from the Council, for three years. 

•r 

On the 7th of March we left the 
pilot.—sad March made the land, 
about o^clock P. M.-^ran pail 
our port in the*night about twelve 

B miles: 
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observations made t)N A , 


Point de 
Gallc. 


miles;—23d, '■all day nearly be¬ 
calmed ; anchored at fix in the even¬ 
ing ;—a4th, at day lighti made fail; 
at feven faw the fiag-ftafF at Point 
dc Galle } at twelve, went on ihore. 

Point dc Galle is a fmall fort, 
fituatcd on the fouth-weft fide of 
the ifland of Ceylon, belonging to 
,the Dutch Eaft India Company, and 
has a commandant and a fmall 
military force; the commandant is 
fubjcG: to the orders of the governor 
of Col umbo, the chief refidency on 
the fame* ifiaad; the inhabitants, 
excepting the Dun 1, are a mixture 
of Malabars and native Portuguefe; ’ 
but great numbers of the latter, 
cfpccially of the lower rlafs of 
people. There is a tolerable tavern 
here, the only one in the place; 

6 the ■ 
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the living very cheap. Hjere is 
little trade at this place, except- 
,ing on account pf the Dutch 
Company. Topazes, amethyfts, and 
other precious Hones, arc found on 
the illand of Ceylon, and brought 
here for fale; but it is dangerous 
to purchafe them, when fet, with¬ 
out Loing Ikilled in thofe commo¬ 
dities ; the people who fell thcn> 
being very expert in ma' tig the 
fdre Hones ap^’ar lil"*. true ones, 

by colouring them at the bottom. 
• • 

No kind of fpice, nutmegs, or any 
other rarities for which Aiis ’Hand 
is fo cclcbr?‘eti. are to be met vvi'Ti 
at this place; nor did we, on our 
approach to the iiland, perceive any 
ot there odoriferous gales deferibed 
by travellers, as exhaling from the 
cir namon and* other fpices with 

B 2 which 
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which this ifiand abounds. The 
harbour is circulars at the entrance 
of it lie many jrocks, juft above the 
furface of the water, which make 
it very dangerous for ftrange ihips 
to go in, without a pilot j the waves 
beat with amazing violence againft 
the fortifications. Along, and al- 
moft all around the harbour, arc 
-the country-houfes of the inhabit¬ 
ants, which have a pleaftng cfTcift 
to the cyej the road to thefe, by 
land, is through a grove of cocoa- 
nut trees, which forms an agree¬ 
able lliade. However, this place 
mu ft be very unhealthy, as very 
high hills lie clofe behind the 
houfes, and exhale noxious vapours 
both morning and evening, which 
make it very precarious' to the in¬ 
habitants in point of health j they 


are 
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« 

are in general fiekljr, but pirticu- 
larly Europeans. I obferved, in the 
* courfe of a few houre flay on Ihoi e, 
feveral people whofe legs were 
fwelled in a moft extraordinary 
manner; this the natives account 
for, from the badnefs of the water, 
and the vapours which arife from 
the adjoining hills. I have heard 
that the inhabitants of Malacca are* 
liable to the fame difeafe, and from 
fimilar caufesi 

• « 

Fifli is to be had here in great 
plenty; poultry of tfll kinds is very 
fcarce; the fruits are chiefly plan¬ 
tains, pine apples, and pumple 
nofes; the cocoa nuts arc alfo in 
great plenty and very good; the 
bread is tolerable, but the butter 
execrable, it beihg little better than 

B 3 train 
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train oi!; and indeed this is the cafe 
in all the Dutch fettle men ts, and 
molt other foreign ones, the French 
and Englifli excepted.—We flept on 
iliore that night; and, not being 
able to fell any part of the cargo, the 
next morning went on board, and 
failed immediately.—On the 29th 
faw the land a little to the eaftward 
of Cape Comorin, and the 31ft of 
March came to anchor in the roads 
of Anjengo, where we found the 
Company’s Ihip the Duke of Mont- 
rofe, waiting for a cargo of pepper, 
—On the I ft of April wont on ftiore 

at day*light, and returned on board 
in the evening. 

Anjengo is a fmall fort and Eng- 
lilh refidency, the firft that you ar- 
rive at upon the Malabar coaft from 

Cape 
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Cape Comorin: the ihhabitants are 
Malabars and native Porruguefe, 

' mixed. It is reported to be one of 
the drft places in India for intelli¬ 
gence, ancl the Englilh have re¬ 
ceived great fervice from it in that 
refpedf during the late war; it 
would be dill more advantageous if 
the road to Europe by way of Suez 
was open, but that has been for 
fome time fliut up, on account of 
feme unhappy differences. At An- 
iengo there is a port to feveral parts 
of India; this is but lately efta- 
blifhcd.—On theedof A^ril, failed; 
6 th, faw a fhip at anchor in Gocheen 
roads, which we could not enter, 
being driven off by the mofl. violent 
gale of wind I ever experienced; it 
laded fix and thirty hours without 
cefiation, the*fca running moun- 

B 4 tains 
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Cochcen. 


tains high, fortunately, the fhip 
received no damage, excepting the 
lofs of the main yard, which was 
broken in two. On the 8th we 
found ourfelves, by obfervation, to 
the northward of our port; on the 
9th, came to anchor in Cocheen 
roads, and went on Ihore immedi¬ 
ately. 

1 

Cocheen is a large fettle me nt be¬ 
longing to the Dutch £ah India 
Company. It is very populous, and 

• k, 

a place of great trade; the inhabit¬ 
ants are a mixture of a variety of 
Iiaftern nations, being compofed of 
Malabars, Armenians, PerCans, Ara¬ 
bians, Jews, Indians, and native Por> 
tuguefe. The Jews occupy a whole 
village, a little to the we A ward of 
the town ; they live feparate from 

the 
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the reft of the inhabitants: J went 
into feveral of their houfes, anti 
could not help obferving, in this 
people, a llriking peculiarity of fea¬ 
tures, diiFelent from any I had ever 
feen; a refemblance feemed to run 
through the whole, as if they were , 
air of one family: they feldom or 
ever marry out of their own tribe, 
by which the likcnefs is preferved; 
from father to fon, for a long time. 

1 am told there is the fame Hmilarhy 

of features to be obferved amonffft 
• • 

the Jews of Amfterdam in Holland, 
and other parts of Europe, This 
certainly ferves to diftinguifli them 
more as an original people than any 
other. They have a good fynagogue 
here, and are lefs opprefted, and 
have mpre liberty, than in moft 
other parts of the Eaft. The rajah 

of 
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of Cocheen reiides here, but lives in 
an indilTerent flate, being fo much 
opprelTed by „thc nabob Tippoo- 
on the one hand, and the Dutch on 
the other, as to have little or notliing 
left for himfelf. He is a Gcntoo. 
Cochcen, in former times, was a 
place of confidcrablc celebrity, ant! 
was one of the plarcs pitched upon 
‘by the firft Portuguefc fcttlcrs in 
the Eaft, after the difeovery of the 
pallage round the Cape of Good 
Hope by Vafeo dc G«,ina ; but that 
people have now v y little left of 
the vaft weahh^ane powpr they for¬ 
merly enjoyed; a revolution of 
three centuries has reduced them 
below mediocrity in the general 
fcalc of European adventurers. The 
fort is a very large one, .and very 
well fortified on the land fide; to¬ 
wards 
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wards the fca not fo Veil, but it is 
fecured by a very dangerous bar, 

■ which will not admit of fliips com¬ 
ing nearer the fliorc than three or 
four miles’ Tliere are fome regular 
Dutch troops in tl)c garrifon, and 
a few native militia; there was allb 
here part of a French regiment, 
which the Dutch borrowed during 
the late war. Provifions of every 
kind arc to be had here in the 
greatcil plenty. The loth failed; 

the i^ih, we came to anchor in 
Tellicherry roads; i6ih, having re- Teiiicherry. 
ceived a very politefinvitation from 
my friend and fchool-fcUow Mr. 

Ince, I went on fhore, and fpent fe- 
veral very pleafant days with him. 

Amogg other places I faw in 
and about TtlUcherry, I. had a 

- view 
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view of the fortifications, or rather 
of the regular lines drawn round 
Tcllicherry, for the defence of the “ 
place againll the Nabob Hydcr Ali, 
during the late war. rfhefe lines 
arc exceedingly flrong; they take 
in a fpace of about three miles and a 
half in circumference, and arc well 
defended by batteries and redoubts^ 
river runs parallel to the weftern 
angle, which breaking off from 
thence runs among the hills: here 
the Englilh troops fuftained afeverp 
fiege for fcveral years, againft the 
army of Hydef, under^ the com¬ 
mand of Sadik Khan; however, on 
the arrival of Major Abingdon with 
a reinforcement from the Bombay 
fettlement, the garrifon made a 
mod fpirited and fuccefsful.fally, in 
which having defesfted the enemy 

and 
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and kilied great nuixlbers of .them, 

they at length compelled them to 

.raife the fiege; obtaining, at the 

fame time, a conliderablc booty of 

horfes, tents, and elephants. The 

General of the enemy was danger*’ 

oufly wounded and taken prifoner, 

and died a few days after, of that 

and a broken heart, at Tellicheriy'. 

I am informed that if he had livetk 

and returned to the prefence, he 

would have been cafliicred, as the 

Nabob Hyder had fet Iiis heart on 

the redni5lion of the place. He 

lies buried clofe io tl»e fort of 

Tcllichcrry; a tomb has been ere{5t- 

cd to him, in which lamps arc 

continually burning, which many 

Mufihlmen vific out of rcfpe(5t to 

the memory of the dcccafcd. The 

* 

lines in* fomc 4}arts appear rather 
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out of order, us they have not been 
thoroughly repaired ilucc the hege 
of the place, and 1 am inclined to. 
think a great number of troops 
would be requilite for tl^eir defence 
againd a refolure enemy, owing to 
their great extent; they are now 
repairing throughout, as the go¬ 
vernment entertain an idea of the 
.importance of the place, which is 
certainly confiderablc, in cafe of a 
war with Hyder, as by his being 
in pofleffion of ii he might greatly 
injure the other fectlemencs of the 
Englidt on the Malabar Coaft. 

V 

The garrifon of Tellichcrry con- * 
lifts generally, in time of peace, of 
one battalion of fepoys, a company 
of artillery, and fometimes a com¬ 
pany of European infantry; they 


are 
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are alCo able to raife about, three 
thoufand native militia. The view 
.of the country round TelHcherry is 
very pleafant, conlifttng of irregular 
hills and vallies. The boundaries 
of the £ngli£h are terminated by the 
oppodte fide of the river, and at a 
very little diltance is a Urong fortrcfs 
of the Nabob Hyder; if the lines 
were once to be forced, the placo 
would foon fall, the fort of Telli- 

A 

cherry itfelf having no kind of de¬ 
fence. Tcllicherry is cilccmcd by 
air who reilde there, to be one of 
the hcalihiclt places in Mdia, Eu- 
ropeans feldom dying there; it is 
alfo much reforted to by conva- 
lefccnts: the fea produces plenty 
of very fine oyfters, and provifions 

of all kinds are to be had in abund- 
* 

ancc. 


I ob- 
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t obfcrved,^ ia the Company's 
garden, ihc pepper vine, which 
grows in a curious manner, and. 
fomething fimilar to the grape; 
the pepper on it, when fit to gather, 
appears in fmall bunches; it is in 
fize fomething larger than the head 
of a fmall peaj the pepper, how¬ 
ever, for the Company’s lliips car¬ 
goes, is brought from fomc diftance 
in the country. Tellicherry alfo 
produces the coffee tree. 

r 

On the aiith in the evening wc 
failed, and on (he 39 th we anchor¬ 
ed in the roads of Goa, b/F the Port 
Alguarda. 

I. 

Goa is a large city, and was once 
populous; it is the capital of the 
Portuguefe fectlcments on this fide 

the 
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the Cape of Good HApe; ic is the 
Teiidence of a Captain General fciic 
from Portugal, who Jives in great 
fplendour. The city Hands upon 
the banks Af a river of the fame 
name, about twelve miles diftant 
from the entrance of the harbour: 
the view up this river is truly de¬ 
lightful, the banks on citlicr fide arc 
adorned with churches, and conn-* 
try feats of the Portuguefc, intcr- 
fperfed with groves and vallics; 
the river has fcvcral plcafing open¬ 
ings as it winds along, its banks 
arc low, but the hiHs bdliind rife 
to an amazing height, and add 
grandeur to the fpe^taclc, greatly 
tending alfo to beautify the pro- 
fpC(5t, The city of Goa itfelf is 
adorned with many fine churches, 
znagnificcntly decorated; and has 

C feveral 
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fcveral haDcTionie convents; tbe 
church of Saint Auguftine is a 
noble ilrudturf, and is adorned in. 
the infide by many line pictures; 
it (lands on the top of A hill, from 
whence you have an extenfivc view 
of the city and adjacent country: 
it is a circumRance that has always 
been obferved, and very juft!y, that 
the Portuguefe have ever chofen 
the fpots for their convents and 
churches in the moft delightful 
iituations. I have obferved it ^n 
the Brazils, and the inhabitants of 
Goa havfi by oo means failed in 
attention to this point, all their 
public buildings being well fituated. 
The body of this church is fpacious, 
and the grand altar-piece linifhed 
in the mod elegant ftyle. The 
building of the choir is of Gothic 

archi- 
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&rchitc(5ture, and ihelcfore of anii' 
lenity. This church has a convent 
■ adjoining to it, in lyhich live a fet 
of religious monks, of the order of 
St. Auguftide: fomc of the brothers 
of this convent have given popes 
and cardinals to the Roman !^cc, 
as appears by their portraits which 
arc hung up in a neat chapel dedi¬ 
cated to St. Auguftinc, the patron of* 
the order. Adjoining to this church 
is a convent of religious women, 
who have taken the veil, and arc 
therefore prohibited from all kind 
of intcrcourfe widi tlfe world: 

t 

thefe chiefly confift of the daughters 
and nieces of the Portuguefe iniia- 
bitants of the place; and a fiira 
of money is generally given with 
them, on their entrance into the 
convent. A little lower, on the 

C 2 declivity 
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declivky of the hill, Hands anothet: 
church, dedicated to the Bon Jefus, 
in which is the chapel of Saint 
Francifeo dc Xavicrc, whofc tomb 
it contains: this chapel is a moil 

Tomb of St, fuperb a«d ma^nillcent place i the 

Francifeo dc * r • 

Xavicre. tomb of the faint is entirely of fine 

black marble, brought from Lif- 
bon; on the four fides of it the 
principal atflions of the life of the 
Saint are moil elegantly carved in 
bafib relievo; thefc reprefent his 
converting the diiTcrent nations to 
the Catholic faith: the figures are 
done to the life, and moil admi- 

I 

rably executed: it extends to the top 
in a pyramidical form, which ter¬ 
minates with a coronet of mother- 
of-pearl. On the fides of this chapel 
are excellent paintings, done by 
Italian mailers; the^ubjedls chiefly 

from 
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from fcripture. Tliis tomb, and 
the chapel appertaining to it, mu ft 
■ have coft an immenfe fum of 
money; ihePortugucfejuftly efleem 
it the greateft rarity in the place. 
In the valley below is another con¬ 
vent for young ladies wlio have 
not taken the veil; out of this con¬ 
vent the Portuguefe and others 
who go there may marry: fomd 
of the ladies have fmall portions, 
others none. As far as 1 could 
jy^arn, the ceremony obferved on 
taking out one of thefc ladies is as 
follows : Ij/hen a gentleman, after 
vifiiing often at the grate, ftiall hiive 
chofen one to whom he wifhes to 
pay his addrelTcs, an exchange of 
rings between the parties is firft 
made; after which the lover is 
permitted to vtllt his miftrefs in the 

C 3 convent, 
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con VCR t, in tKe prefence of one of 
the matrons; then if he fliU holds 
his purpofe, h« is obliged to make 
a folcmn promife of marriage, in 
the prefence of the archbifhop of 
the place; which being done, he 
may take her away whenever he 
plcafcs: after which the archbifliop 
marries them. It is, however, to 
he cbferved, that the lover, who¬ 
ever he is, muft firft make profef- 
lion of the Homan Catliolic per- 
fuallon, otherwife no connetftiop 
would be allowed. I faw three of 
the young ladies, who 'jvere really 
line girls, and could not help mak¬ 
ing Ibmc rcflet^lions on their un¬ 
happy lituation : Ihut up in a 
wretched convent, where they muft 
pine away their youth, unlefs ca¬ 
pricious chance f]!iould befriend 

6 them 
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them in the appearasice of a huf- 
baml: and being deprived of the 
.company of men, for whom they 
were formed to grace fociety and 
create aflTc^fion, they muft, if ca¬ 
pable of i’cfle<5lion, think them- 
Iclvcs moll unhappy. 

The Captain-General of Goa is 
alfo Commander in Chief of all th» 
Portuguefe forces in the iiall Indies. 

They have here two regiments of Force at 
European infantry, three legions 
of fepoys, three troops of native 
light horfe, and a*miUfiai in all, 
about live thoufand men. Goa is 
at prefent on the decline, and in 
little or no elUmation with the 
country powers; indeed their bi¬ 
gotry and fuperditious attachment 
to their faith is fo general, that the 

C 4 in- 
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inhabitants, formerly populous, are 
now reduced to a few thinly inha¬ 
bited villages: the chief part of* 
whom have been baptized; for they 
will not fuffer any MdHulman or 
Gentoo to live within the precinds 
of the city; and thefe few are un¬ 
able to carry on the hufbandry or 
manufadlures of the country. The 
•court of Portugal is obliged to fend 
out annually a very large fum of 
money, to defray the current ex- 
penccs of the government; whicfi 
money is generally fwallowed up 
by the convents and foldicry. If 
other meafures are not purfued» 
Goa mu 11, in a very few years, fink 
to nothing: though it is evident 
that the internal decay of the go¬ 
vernment has been occafioned by 
the oppi'cllion and ‘bigotry of the 

priefis. 
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prieile, and the cxpullion ■ of fo 
many ufcful hands; yet the court 
of Portugal cannot be prevailed 
upon to alter its mcafurcs, although 
the flouriming Htuation of the Eng- 
lifli and other European fcttle- 
ments (and of which one caufe is 
certainly the mild and tolerant 
principles adhered to in points of 
religion, provided it interferes not 
with the afTairs of government) is 
continually before their eyes. The 
JJIabob Tippo has lately flicwn an 
inclination to attack them, but 
was fuddcgly calletfofTby the Mar- 
ratas: the Portuguefe much fear 
he will return ; and ihould he, 
there is little doubt but that the 
place will furrender to him. The 
glorious.times of Albuquerque arc 
now no more;* power and wealth 

-have 

* 
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have king fince taken their flight 
from the difeoverers of the Eaft! 
There was formerly an inquifition 
at this place, but it is now abolifli- 
cd; the building flill remains, and 
by its black outfidc appears a fit 
ea^blcai of the crue^ and bloody 
tranfatTiions that pafled within its 
walls! ProviCons arc to be had 
"at this place in great plenty and 
perfcdlion; the Captain General 
lives in great flatcj he is a well- 
bred man, and fond of the conj- 
party of the Englifli, whom he 
treats with great hofpitqlity.—aqth, 
failed; IVlay 15 th faw the light- 
houfe at Bombay, about nine in 
the morning. 

The ifland of Bombay, is in the 
pofleflion of the Englifli Eaft India 

Com- 


Bombay. 
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Company; it is fituared on the Coaft 
of Conkan, in Lat. 19 North, and 
Long. 72, 38, Baft; it was granted, 
as part of the marriage portion 
v/ith the Infanta of Vortugal, to 
Charles II. The harbour is capable 
of containing three hundred fail of 
fliips, with thegreateft fafety: there 
is alfo a mart excellent dock, in 
which fliips of his Majefty’s fljua- 
dion, and others, are repaired, re¬ 
futed, and completely eiiuippcd for 
fca. They build alfo here all forts 

of vcflcis; and the workmen in the 

* * 

yard arc very ingenious and dex¬ 
terous, not yielding to our befl 
fliip-wrights in England. This 
if!and is very beautiful, and as po¬ 
pulous for its fize as any in the 
world; lucrchants and others com¬ 
ing to fettle here from the different 

parts 
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parts of the Deckan* Malabar, and 
Coromandel; as well as the Guzerat 
country: amongft thofe of the latter' 
place, are many Perfee families; 
thefe are defeended from the re¬ 
mains of the ancient Gubres, or 
worfhippers of fire; moft of the 
country merchants, as well as the 
menial fervants of the iiland, arc 
of this faith. They are very rich, 
and have in their hands the ma¬ 
nagement of all mercantile aiTairs. 
Their religion, as far as I could gam 
any information, is much corrupt¬ 
ed from the ancient worfliip; they 
acknowledge that fevcral Hindoo 
forms and ceremonies have crept 
in amongft them, probably in com¬ 
pliance to the natives, in order to 
conciliate their afieftions. I have 
heard it obferved, however, that 

the 
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the Hindoo religion docs, inntfelf, 
bear fome analogy to the ancient 
■Perfian worlhip: it fecms their The Perfeeb 
facred book, the 2iend, which is 
faid to have been written by their 
celebrated prophet Zerduflit (called 
by us Zoroaftcr), is at prefcnt only a 
copy ofa few centuries; which muft, 
of courfe, invalidate its authenticity; 
as that prophet, according to the 
Perfian hillorians, lived more than 
three thoufand years ago; and in¬ 
deed it is an indil'purablc fat^, that 
what religious books were in being 
at the tim^ of the Grecian con- 
quefts of that country, were care¬ 
fully collc( 5 ted and burnt, by the 
exprefs orders of Alexander, and 
were totally deftroyed at the fubfe- 
queiit conquefts of tliai country 
by the Saracens: at which period 

glfo 
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alfo happened the introdu(n:ion of 
the Mahomedan religion. By thefe 
means their rcjigion and language 
underwent a total change, the very 
traces of both which ’have long 
fincc difappeared, as is evident by 
the many friiitlcfs efforts made to 
dccyphcr thofc inferiptions flill dif- 
ccrnible on the walls of i^crfepolis, 
bearing not the leaf! analogy to 
any chara^cr now exifting. Hence 
it may be inferred, that what is 
now given as the ancient charaifter 
and language of this celebrated 
people, is no more thap an inven¬ 
tion of a later date, and there re¬ 
mains not a probability that their 
real Zend will ever be known. The 
ifland of Bombay is about eight 
miles in length, and twenty in 
circumference; the moft remark¬ 
able 
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able natural curioflty the .illand 

produces is a fmall ilih; this iifli, 

* 

-according to the d^feription of a 
gentleman who has feen it, and 
from wlioth I received my infor¬ 
mation, is in form fomewhat like 
a mufcle, about four inches long, 
and has upon the top of its back, . 
and near the head, a fmall valve, 
on the opening of which you dif-* 
cover a liquor of a llrong purple 
colour, which, when dropped on a 
piece of cloth, retains the hue. It 
is found chiefly in the months of 
September and Ot^lober;* and it is 
obfei'vcd the female Cfii has not 
this valve, which diftinguiflics the 
fexes. It is not improbable to fup- 
pofe that this lifli is of the fame 
nature ap the ancient Murex or 
fhell fifli, bv d'hich the r.oinans 

attained 
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attained the art of dyeing to fuch 
perfection; and is hmilar to that 
found formerly on the coaAs of 
Tyre. The Company’s forces at 
this Prefidcncy conlifl of eight bat¬ 
talions of fepoys, a regiment of 
European infantry, and a corps of 
European artillery and engineers. 
During the late long and very 
Tevere war, the Bombay troops have 
diflinguiOied themfelves in a pe¬ 
culiar manner, and the campaign 
of Bedanore, and the li^jges of Tei- 
licherry and Mangalore, will long 
remain teftinidnials of^high mili- 
nar)' abilities, as well as of their 
bravery and patience under fevere 
duty. The breed of Ihccp on this 
ifland is very indifferent, and all 
the iieccifaries of life arc mucli 
dearer than in any other part of 

India. 
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TndiR. A work oa this is 

worthy of obfervation; it is a 
caufeway on the Southern parr, 
about a mile in length, and forty 
feet in breadth, eight of which on. 
each lide arc of folid ftone; the re¬ 
mainder in rhe centre is filled up, 
with earth, a cement of clay, and 
other materials ; the whole form¬ 
ing fuf’h a body as will endure for 
many ages. This work keeps up 
the communication with the other 
parts of the if land during the fea- 

fon of the Mon loon, which would 

^ * 

otherwife overflow it, and caufc 
infinite damage. 

Dec. 13th, after being detained 
leven months at this illand, for 
want of a palfiige, 1 at length em¬ 
barked on board an Arabian fhip, 

D bc4und 
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bound for BuiTora, in company 
with Captain Mitchell and Lieuts. 
James and Cdrry, of the Madras 
military eftabliflimentj^who were 
on their way to Europe over land. 
We had on board an exaft epitome 
of Afia, being a colledlion of Arme¬ 
nians, Perfians, Arabians, Ethio- 
, plans, Jews, Greeks, and Indians, 
who created as much confulion of 
tongues as at the building of the 
cower of Babel. On the a4th, in 
the evening, we faw Cape Rofal- 
gate; and on^the ift of January, 
1787, came to anchor in the 
harbour of Mufeat; the entrance, 
into this harbour is truly pic- 
turefLjuej it has a bold ihore, with 
a range of high mountains extend¬ 
ing about fixty miles in length from 
Cape Rofalgate (which is oppofitc 
‘ the 
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the Scindian Gulph), to Mufcar, 
and forms a very grand natural 
profpeft; the ruggCdncfs of the 
rocks marking very chara^teriili- 
cally the country of Arabia. The 
inner harbour is guarded by two 
forts, very indiiferctitly lltuated. 
Alufcat iifelf is a place of conflder- 
able trade, as well with the Ara¬ 
bian and Ferfian GuTphs, as with 
Surat, Bombay, and the Coafts of 
Malabar and Coromandel. The 
town, as is ufual in mod Eadcrn 
countries, is badly built,, and the 
dreets very* narrow; they have, 
•however, a good and well furnifii- 
cd bazar, roofed at the top; the 
dreets crofs each other at right 
angles, and to each is allotted its 
parciculai* merchandife for fale. 
Mufeat lies in lat. 23. 15. N. oppo- 

D 2 dite 
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flte to the Gulph of Ormuz, and is 
governed by an Imaum, or inde¬ 
pendent prlnee, over the province 
of Oman, of ■which Mufeat is the 
capital. This province of Oman is 
a part of Yemen, or Arabia Felix; 
the Imaum reiidcs at a dillance of 
two days journey inland, ■where he 
lives infplendour; his Vakeel Sheick 
Khulfaun received us with great 
civility. The whole country round 
this place is one continued folid 
rock, without a blade of grafs, or 
any kind of verdure to be ieen; 
but this barrennefs the natives af¬ 
firm to be amply recompenfed by 
the fertility and beauty of the inland 
country; as indeed it ought to be. 
The refledlion of the fun from thelc 
rocks muft neceflarily caufe intenfc 
and alnxoft infupportablc heats, 
6 which 
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which during the rummer feafon 
are fo great, that all the natives^ 

who are able, retire inland as fooa 

* 

as they commence; this, added to 
the fatal cffet^ls of the fmall-pox, 
for which they have no cure, being 
ignorant of the application of me¬ 
dicine, caufes the people in general' 
to be afhkfed with diforders in their 
eyes; fo much fo, that you fcarce- * 
ly meet one perfon out of three, 
who has not vittbly fufl’ered from 
either of the caules above men- 
tioned.'—Scveral Gen too merchants 
rcfitie here, for the 4»onvctiience of 
trade i alfo a broker on the behalf 
*of the iinglifli Eaft India Com¬ 
pany; but the government will not 
atlmit (though often urged to itj of 
any European factory being efta- 
blilhed. The {lolice in Mufeat is 

D 3 excel- 
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excellent.—On the 25th of January, 
Captain James Mitchell, ourfellow- 
pallenger, died, to the great grief, 
of us all: we interred him the fame 
day, on Ihore, at Mufeat; a Dutch 
iliip lying in the harbour, com¬ 
manded by Captain Stewart, fainted 
the corpfc on going on fliore with 
nine guns, as did alfo an Englilli 
fnow, there at the fame time. His 
funeral was as decently condu<^ed 
as circumllanccs would admit, and 
every attention poilible was paid to 
his remains. On the 26th we failed 
for Buflbt a. On the 4th of February, 
we alfo lod Lieutenant Thomas 
James, another of our companions; 
whofe body we committed to the 
dcup. Shortly after, Mr, Curry and 
myfclf, vvlio were the only two re-^ 
maining, fell fick of violent fevers, 

which 
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which laAed near a month, and 

* 

reduced us fo much, that we had 
rcafon to expefl the fame fate. On 
the aSth of February, arrived at 
Abu Shehp. Lieutenant Curry and 
myfelf went on ihorc, where we 
were received by Mr. Galley, the 
Company’s refident at that place.' 

Abu Shchr is a fmall fea->port town Abu shebr. 
on the coalt of Perfia, and is under 
the government of a Shcick, who 
is tributary to Shirauz. The £ng~ 
lifli £a(l India Company have a 
factory here, but I believe little 
bufincfs is carried op, owing to the 
ruinous fTate of Ferlia; caravans 
come frequently to this place from 
Shirauz, and bring the commodi¬ 
ties of that city, which are exported 
to dilTcrent parts of India. On the 
9th of’March, my good friend, 

D 4 Lieutenant 
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S?E out for 
Shiriius, 


Lieutc;nant Ciirry, quitted me, and 
proceeded to BulTora: our part¬ 
ing was painful to us, as wc 
had lately experienced many try¬ 
ing feenes together, "ftrhich ce¬ 
mented our friendfhip; but our 
feparate deflinations made it ne- 
ceflary.—An opportunity oifering 
Ihortly afterwards of proceeding to 
Shirauz, I eagerly embraced it, al¬ 
though not yet quite recovered 
from my fever, and accordingly 
determined to fet out with a caiila 
or caravan, jult then on the point 
of dcpartifre- Oa the i ythof March, 

t 

I left Abu Shehr; our cafila con- 
llUcd of about thirty mules, and 
twenty or thirty horfes; thefe and 
camels being the only mode of tra¬ 
velling made ufe of in this coun¬ 
try : our firft day’s march was about 

four 
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four furfcngs, or fifteen Engliih. 
miles r the road at letting out lay 
over a barren plain, but the latter 
part of the way coming to fomc 
verdure, wu halted at a place called 
Checanduck. The Perfian furfeng 
is the TretpBta-x'jyo!, Parajanga of the 
Greeks, and is equal in mcafure- 
ment to nearly four Finglifli miles. 
The 16th, we travelled four fur-, 
fengs, the moft part in the night, 
and arrived about eight o’clock ia 
the morning, nearBerazgoon, a con- 
lidcrablc and populous village, fur- 
rounded by a brick vi(r11 , and flanked 
with turrets; under the dominion, 
and dependent of, Shirauz.—Baited 
that day and the next, for the pur- 
pofe of Ihoeing the horfes and 
mules belonging to the cahla, pre¬ 
paratory* to our afeending the 


4 * 


moun- 



43 


OBSERVATIONS MADE DN A 


mountains, which we were now 

r 

approaching. i8th, Moved at four 

in the morning, and about eight 

« 

encamped near the village of Dow> 
lakie, diftance three furfengs. 19th, 
Moved at four in the morning, and 

a little after fix entered the narrow 
pafs which is the road to the four 
mountains, and is exceedingly difil* 
,cult, from the great number of 
loofe flones. At nine encamped at 
fome diflance on the other fide of 
the village of Dowlakie, at the 
foot of the firft mountain. Wc 
reckoned* this .day’s journey three 

furfengs. The heat of' thefe three 
lad days was excefliivc; but they 
told me it would foon be changed 
to a piercing cold, soth, Marched 
at four in the morning, and began 


to 
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to afcend the firfl; mountain, which 

is very high, and the road almoft 

impaffable, from the vaft number 
■* * 

of large loofe (tones that had fallen 
down on each hde in. the way; near 
two miles of the Utter part of the 
afeent is almoU perpendicular, and 
fo very narrow as only to admit of 
one periyn or bead of burden pafP- 
ing at a time: the feene was truly 
difagreeable and even, dangerous, 
from the fteep precipices, and fre¬ 
quent flipping and falling of the 
horfes and mules ; our only means 
of fafety on one fide depending on 
a fmall peirapet wall, about three 
feet high; on the other the moun¬ 
tain towering up into the clouds 
flrikes the beholder with an awful 
dread; a broad and rapid river runs 
at the bottom,;which by its roaring 

adds 
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adds to the tewific grandeur of the 
fcene. Having at length attained 
the fummiti we were furprifed by 
the appearance of a level extenlivc 
plain; whereas, after climbing fuch 
a height, we might naturally have 
expected a defeent. This plain is 
about four furfengs, or lixtccu 
milcs> in extent; it is Qtuated be¬ 
tween the mountains, and abounds 
in game, particularly the red-legged 
partridge, which we faw in great 
abundance.—A little after nine we 
encamped at the village of Khiflit j 
we here began to experience a fen- 
Cbie alteration in the weather. At 
Dowlakic, in the valley below, we 
were almod fcorched to death with 
heat ] whereas the air on the top of 
this mountain, and the plain of 

Khilht, is very £harp and piercing; 

1 . 

diltance 
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diilancc three furfengs. 2 j ft,-Being 
the Pcrlian feftival of the Nooroze, 
or New Year*s Day,* we halted. In 
the ancient times of Perfia this day 
ufed to be celebrated with great 
joy and feftiviry throughout the 
empire, and has fmcc been kept as 
fuch under the Mahomedan go¬ 
vernment. The people of the cafila 
made themfelvcs as merry as theit* 
circumftanccS'WouId admit of; and 
although in general the food of 
thefe people is no more than a few 
dates and butter-milk, yet on this 
occafion, the Cheha'wadar, or maf- 
tcr of the cafila, fent to the neigh¬ 
bouring village, and procured fome 
mutton, which he gave to his men, 
and partook with them of a com- 
fortablc.pilau. 22d, Moved at four 
in the morning; about fix afeended 

the 
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the fecond mountain, which is flill 
higher than the former, but the 
road not lb dangerous; we arrived, 
about nine, at the village of Coma- 
rige: at this place the Rah Dar, or 
toll-gatherer, demanded one toman 
(about thirteen rupees), as a toll, 
although the cuRom for every paf- 
fenger, whether European, Jew, or 
Armenian, is only one piaftre, which 
is equal to one rupee. He alleged 
that I was a Fcringy (Chriflian), and 
therefore ought to pay more; as I 
had no refource, 1 Ihould have been 

* 4 

obliged to comply, had not the 
maRcr of the cafla oppofed the 
impofition, and tiireatencd to com¬ 
plain on our arrival atShirauz; on 
wliich the toll-gatherer defilted. This 
day we travelled three furfengs. 
23d, Moved at four in the morning; 
, about 
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about nine arrived at the city of 
Kazeroonj diftance five furicngs. 
24th, Proceeded at five, and at half 
pafi eight arrived at the foot of the 
third mountain, fituated on the con¬ 
fine of the plain, where the city of 
Kazeroon is built; difiance three 
furlcngs, 25th, Moved at four in ‘ 
the morning, and began to afeend 
the third mountain, which although* 
not fo high and fleep as the two 
former, yet is fufliciently fo to make 
the afeent uncafy and difiiculc; a 
great parr of the road on one fide is 
made of mafons work entirely, the 
materials hewn out of the moun¬ 
tain : it has a parapet wall of about 
three feet high, like the former; 
its afeent is winding. About eight 
o’clock \sre arrived in a moft de¬ 
lightful valley,’ by an cafy and 

gentle 
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gentle dcfccni} entirely covered 
with a fpecies of the oak and birch, 
which being fituated between two 

high mountains, is extremely plea- 
fant; the air began now to be 
piercing cold, and we perceived the 
fnow lying very thick on the moun¬ 
tain before us, which we were to 
pafs the next dayj proceeded on 
• through the valley, and encamped 

about nine o’clock at the foot of the 
fourth and lail mountain, in our 

journey to ShiraujJi diftance tra¬ 
velled this day three furfengs. 56th, 
IMarched at t.vo in the morning, 

I* 

and began to afeend the mountain, 
which the Pei Hans call the Pccra 
Zun, or ti»e old woman, by way of 
didint^lion. This is higher than all 
’the former, and near twelve miles, 
in length; we were near live hours 
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ia gaining the fummit, when a 
profped^ opened to our fightj fcarce- 
ly to be equalled in beauty, nor can 
imagination well conceive a more 
delightful one} although we be¬ 
held it whilft the ruggednefs of win¬ 
ter was not yet well worn olF, flill 
the great quantity of wood on its 
fide denoted it to be a molt delight¬ 
ful place for a fuminer refidcnce; 
the view from the top is moft 
ftrikingly romantic, the three pre¬ 
ceding mountains feemlng beneath 
your feet; the funimit is covered 
with fnow, and in* many places 
where the rain had fallen, was ice 
of confiderable thteknefs. Below, 
on each fide, we beheld the vallics 
all opening to the beauties of fpring, 
.well watered by running llreams, 
the great lake on the plain of Ka- 

E zeroon 
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zcroon appearing in its full extent. 
1 cannot but confefs, that the fa* 
tigues of the fprmerpart of the way 
were amply made up by the de- 
lightfulnefs of this pfofpecT:, the 
fharp clear air giving an increafe of 
chcerfulnefs and hilarity to my fpi- 
rits. By a fleep defeent we gained 
the plain below in about half an 
' hour, and at nine o’clock encamped 
near the village of Defterjin.—This 
day wc travelled four furfengs and 
a half. 27th, Moved at four in the 
morning; at a little after eight, ar¬ 
rived at the village of Khoon Zine- 
oon: near this village runs a very 
plcafant river, which extends to 
Shirauz. Mr. Niebuhr has laid this 
down as the RodbemOf probably from 
the people who gave him his in¬ 
formation, calling.it Rood Kbmtit as 

that 
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that' name in Perilan implies a 
ftrcara, or river; the natives of the 
place mentioning it by the appella¬ 
tion of Rood Kboona Zincoon* or 
the river of Zineoon. 28th, Moved 
off at four* and at half pad nine 
arrived at a caravanferai in ruins* 
near the village of Chinar Rehadar. 

This day wc travelled four fnr- 
fengs. 2gth, Amoved a little after * 
live, and at nine arrived in fafety, 
by the blcfling of God, at the city 
of Shiranz, the place of my dcitina- 
tion, four furfengs. 

,• • 

Shiratiz, the capital of Farlifian, SMrauXf 
or Perfia Proper, is fimated in a 
valley of great extent and furpriling 
fertility; this valley is twenty-fix 
miles in length, and twelve in 
breadth, and is‘furrounded on all 

£ a ddea 
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lidcs liy very high mountaiifS: it 
lies^ according to Mr.'Niebuhr, in 
LaiuaJe. 39° 30' 3i"> afeout a hundred and 

ninety-fix miles to the North Eaft 
of Abu Shehr. The purity of the 
air of this place has at all times 
been celebrated, and with great 
juft ice. The city in circumference 
is one furfeng and fixty meafured 
' paces; the fortifications, confidering 
the country, are tolerably good; a 
wall extends quite round the city, 
five and twenty feet high, and ten 
thick, with round towers at the dif- 
tance of cigrity paces from each 
other. ShirauK has a moft excel¬ 
lent dry ditch around it, the work 
of the late Vakeel Kerim Khan; it 
is llxry feet in depth, and twenty 
in breadth, and would alone,.ex- 
clufive of the other works, ena^jle 

the 
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the^ity to hold out*a long-time 
againfl an^^ower in Perfia, where 
artillery is but little known, and 
lefs ufed. The city of Shirauz has 
fix gates, erf which the following 
are the names; ilt, Derwaza Bag 
Shah; 2d, Derwaza Shah Meerza 
Hamza; 3d, Derwaza Sadi, fo called 
from its leading to the tomb of that 
celebrated poet; 4.th, Derwaza Cuf- * 
fub Khuna, adjoining to the Belli- 
market: 5 th, Derwaza Shadaie; 
^th, Derwaza Kazeroon, leading to 
that city; each of thefe gates has an 
appointed guard allotted* to it, of 
one hundred men ; and four Khans 
or officers, who every morning and 
evening attend at the citadel in or¬ 
der i^pay their compliments to the 
Khm, or in his abfence to the Beg- 
lerfcg. It is the duty of thefe 

£ 3 guards 
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guards to prevent all perfon*-de¬ 
parting from the city wl!o have not 
permidlon fo jto do ; and if any 
perfon* obnoxious to government, 
efcapes, the officer's head anfwers 
for it. 1 was frequently flopped by 
them in going out, before I obtain¬ 
ed an order from the government 
to have free eg refs and regrefs 
whenever I plcafed. The gates of 
the city are Ihut at funfer, and 
opened at funrife, during which 
periods no perfon is permitted to 
pafs in or out. 

Within the city, at the upper end, 
nearefl to the gate Bag Shah, (lands' 
the Citadel, which is built of burnt 
brick, and is a fquare of eighty 
ctrcumfcrenLC, 
round towers, and 



flanked with 


cncompafled 

with 
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wiil^dry foHe of the fame breadth 
and depth'*^i4^that of the city; this 
is called by the Fcrllans the Ark* 
and is alfo the work of Kerim 
Khan; hero Jaafar Khan, the prc- 
fent poilcflur of Shirauz, reGdes; it 
alfo fcrves occalionally as a ftate 
prifon. At the door of the Ark is 
a painting, done in very lively co¬ 
lours, reprc fen ting the combat be¬ 
tween the celebrated Perfian hero 
Roftum, and Decb Sifeed, or the 
White Demon. The ftory is taken 
from Fcrdoufi’s Shah Nama, and 
the figures are at f’.ll length, but 
ill proportifined. Oppofite to the 
citadel, in a large handfomc fquare, 
is a gallery where the Khan's mu- 
fic, ^nfilling of trumpets, kettle 
rlrd ms, and ocher infiruments, plays 
rc/ularly at funrife and funfet. 

E 4 When 
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When the Khan is in camp, oi^n a 
journey, thefc arc placed in 

a tent near him: one iidc of this 

V 

fquare leads to the Dewan Khan, or 
chamber of.audience, and the other 
opens into a flreet which leads up 
to the great mofque. The Dewin 
Khana is a very handfomc build¬ 
ing, iituated at the upper end of a 
large garden, to which you are con- 
du( 5 ted through an avenue, planted 
on each fide with the Ferfian Chinar 
tree, a fpecics of the fyeamore. 

Chamber of This chamber is a large building. 

Audience. ~ , , f. . , 

of an oblong form, with an open 
front; the infide, about one*ihird 
up the wall, is lined with white 
marble from Tauris, and the ceil¬ 
ing and other parts are ornamented 
with a beautiful gold enamelled 
vrork, in imitation of tue L^is 
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XaT^: there are fe-tferal pi^urcs 
in it; twT^lf which, reprefcnting 
the late Vakeel Ke{im IChan, and 
his eldell fon Abul Futtah Khan, 
arc tolerably well executed; and I 
was told by the natives that they 
were good refemblances. In front 
there are three handfome foun¬ 
tains, with ftone bafons, which are 
conflantly playing. In the great 
fquare before the Citadel is the 
Tope Khiina, or park of artillery: 
it coniills of fcveral pieces of can¬ 
non mounted on bad carriages, 
mod. of the guns (which* are Spa- 
niih and Pottuguefc, excepting two 
‘ Englifli twenty-four pounders) arc 
fo dreadfully honeycombed, that 
thcy/would certainly burft on the 

Shirauz 



# 


AruD^jTv 



58 

The Bawsi 


OBSERVATIONS MADE ON^A 

Shirauz hd;s many goo(^ ^^aT»v 
and caravanfcrais: th^t^dtuinguiOi- 
cd by the appellation of the Va- 
keeVs bazar (fo called from its 
being built by Kerim Khan), is by 
far the handfomeft; it is a long 
flreet, extending about a quarter of 
a mile, built entirely of brick, and 
roofed fomething in the flyle of the 
Piazzas in Covent Garden; it is 
lofty and well made; on each hde 
are the fhops of the tradefmen, 
merchants, and others, in which 
are expofed for falc a variety of 
goods of Kill kaids: thefe Ihops are 
the property of the Kh&n, and are 
rented to the merchants at a very * 
eafy monthly rate. Leading out 
of this bazar is a fpacious'Ncara- 
vanferai, of an oftagoo form, lUilt 
of brick } the entrance through a 

haAd- 
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4 ti me arched gat€‘>'way: in the 
centre w^Splace for the baggage 
and merchandife. and on the fidcs 
above and below commodious a- 
pnrtments "for the merchants and 
travellers j thefe are alfo rented at 
a moderate monthly fum. About 
the centre of the above-mentioned 
bazar is another fpacious caravan- 
ferai, of a fquarc form, the front • 
of which is ornamented with a blue 
and white enamelled work, in or¬ 
der to rcprcl’enc China ware, and 
has a plcafing effc« 51 : to the eye. 
This building is hwger *than the 
former, anfl is chiefly reforted to 
by Armenian and other Chriflian 
merchants.; there are befldcs fepa- 
ratc^A> 5 zars in Shirauz, for the dif¬ 
ferent companies of artifleers, fuch 
asgoldfmiths, v^ikers of tin, dy- 

6 


ers. 
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ers, c^rpcntcfs^ joiner 
Ihoemakers} thefe cpssSSS; of long 
ftreets, built yery regularly, and 
roofed. 


The Jews at Shirauz have a quar¬ 
ter of the city allotted to themfcivcs, 
for which they pay a conhderable 
tax to government, and are obliged 
to make frequent prefents: thefe 
people are more odious to the Per- 
£ans than thofe of any other 
faith j and every opportunity is 
taken to opprefs and extort money 
from them; the very boys in the 
llreet being accuftomed' to beat and 
infult them, of which treatment' 
they dare not complain. The In¬ 
dians have a caravanferai alh>'wed 


them in another quarter of the dity, 
for which they are alfo under c^- 

tributlbn. 
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'frii EW , There is a mint at Shi- 
rauz wheFetlkoney is coined in the 
name of Jaafar Khao, the prefen t 
poHeilbr, the procefs of which is 
very fimple, like moft in other 
places of the Eaft, the gold or lilver 
being laid in a dye fitted for the 
purpofCf and firiick with a large 
hammer, which completes the ope¬ 
ration. Here alfo the public Serafs 
(or money-changers) fet and regu¬ 
late the exchange of gold and fil- 
ver. 


Shirauz is adorned with many Mofqite of 
fine mofques, particularly that built 
by the late Kerim Khan, which is 


a nobl$ one: being very well dif- 
guiftd in my Perfian drefs, I had 
an /oppoutunity of entering the 
bunding unobfi^rved; it is of a 

4 A ri- 

Iqi^are 
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fquace form*; in the cejjjtjsfi' 

Hone refervoir of wa^ef, made for 
performing the neceflary ablutions 
or wafliings, previous to prayer; on 
the four fides of the building arc 
arched apartments allotted for de¬ 
votions, feme of the fronts of which 
are covered with China tiles; but 
Kerim Khan dying before the work 
' was completed, the remainder has 
been made up with a blue and 
white enamelled work of the kind 
before deferibed. Within the apart¬ 
ments, on the walls, on each htle, 
are engraved \*uriousfcntences from 
the Koian, in the Nuikhi charac¬ 
ter; and at the upper end of the 
fquare, is a large dome with a cu¬ 
pola at top, which is the par'licular 
place appropriated for the devotion 
of the Vakeel; this is lined throtjjgli- 

/out 
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marble* ornamented 
with the ciflw^jis blue and gold ar« 
tidcial lapis lazuli, ^nd has three 
large lilver lamps fufpended from 
the roof of the dome: here mullahs 
or priells are conftantly employed 
in reading the Koran. This mofque 
has very good detached apartments, 
with places for ablutions and other 
religious ceremonies; at a little 
dldance, on the outlide, the late 
Vakeel had laid the foundation for 
a range of very handfome build¬ 
ings, which he defigncd to have 
been occupied by mullahs, der- 
vilhcs, and 'other religious men ; 
"but, dying before the work was 
brought to perfciflion, the troubles 
in ferlia Once that period have pre¬ 
vented any other perfons from fi- 
ui^jfing them, and in this imper- 

fedl 
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fe<n: ilacc they remain aL^^elel!^ 
much to be regreitoil as it •would 
have added greatly to the beauty of 
the whole. In the centre of the 
city is another moique,' which the 
The Mesjiai Pcriians call the Musiidi Nod, or 

Nod* 

the new mofquc; but its dare is 
nearly coeval with the city itfelf, at 
leaf! fince it has been inhabited by 
' Mahomedans: it is a fquare build¬ 
ing of a noble iizc, and has apart¬ 
ments for prayer on each fide; in 
them are many infer!ptions in the 
old Cufick charatfler, which of 

tbemfelvcs dehotc the antiquity of 

% 

the place i in the centre of the 
fquare is a large terrace, on which 
the Perfians perform their devo¬ 
tions, both morning and evening; 
this terrace is capable of contain¬ 
ing upwards of two hundred per- 

fous, 
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. aj|d is built of*ftone, caifed 
two feet and'4L half high fro^ the 
ground; there are here two very 
large cypress trees of an extraordi¬ 
nary height which the PerGans 
affirm to have flood the amazing 
length of Gx hundred years: they are 
called Aafliuk MaujIiuka,or the lover 
and his miGrefs, and are held by 
the people in great veneration. The 
mofque has a garden adjoining to 
it, and places necelTary for perform¬ 
ing abkitions.—In another quarter 
of the city is a fquare building of a 
very large Cze, formerly a college 
of conGderable note, where the arts 
and* fciences were taught; and is 
the faiue as that mentioned by Sir 
John Chardin, who viGted this city 
in the l^G; century. It is now, 
however, decaying very fad, but 

F . tl^ere 
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there are fiUl mullahs md feii- 
gious men refidin^in it; at pre* 
fent it goes tlie name of Mud- 
rulla Khan, or the Khan's college; 
but literature and the Terences have 
long hnee been neglected at Shi- 
rauz, and the prefent fituation of 
the country does not feem to pro- 
mife a fpeedy revival. 

There are places in Shirauz dif- 
tinguilhcd by the name of Zoor 
Kh^na, the houfe of ilrength or 
exercife; to which the ferhans 
refort for the fake of excrcifing 
themfclves. Thefe houfes confift 
of one room, with the floor funk 
about two feet below the furface 
of the earth, and the light and air 
are admitted to the apartment by 
means of feveral fmall perforated 

, apertures 
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^'‘S^rtUJEe^ made ia the dome. In 
the centre is^a large iquarc ter¬ 
race of earth, well beaten down, 
fmooth, and even; and on each 
fide arc fm'all alcoves raifed aboac 
two feet above the terrace, where 
the znuficians and fpe^lators are 
feated* When all the competitors 
are allemblcd, which is on every 
Friday morning by day-break, 
they immediately firip themfelves 
to the waift; on which each man 
puts on a pair of thick woollen 
drawers, and takes in hts hands 
two wooden clubs of about a foot 
and a half in length, and cut in 
*the fiiape of a pear; thefc they reft 
upon each flioulder, and the mu- 
fic ftriking up, they move them 
backwards and forwards with great 
agility, ftamping with their feet 

Fa « at 
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at the fame time» and jlmining 
every nerve, till they produce a 
very profufe perfpiratlon. After 
continuing this exercife about 
half an hour, the mafter of the 
houfe* who is always one of them, 
and is diHinguilhed by the appel¬ 
lation of Pehlwaun, or wreftler, 
makes a lignal, upon which they 
all leave olF, quit their clubs, and, 

joining hands in a circle, begin to 
move their feet very brilkly in 
union with the mufic, which is all 
the while plaving a lively tunc. 
Having continued this for a conli- 
derable time, they commence wreft- 
ling; but before the trial of Ikill in 
this art begins, the mafter of the 
houle addrefles the company in a 
particular fpeech, in part of which 
he informs the candidates, that as 
t they 
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-^bey are all met in good fellowfliip, 

V * * 

fo ought theV to depart, and that in 

the contcft tn&y-are about entering 

into, they Ihould have no malice 

or ill'WilMn their hearts; it being 

only an honourable emulation, and 

trial of ilrength, in which they are 

going to exert thcmfelves, and not < 

a contentious brawl; he therefore 

cautions them to proceed in good 

humour and concord; this fpccch 

is loudly applauded by the whole 

aflerably. The wreftlers then turn 

to their diverllon, in which the 

maderof the hou'^i is always the 

challenges^ and, being accudomed 

to the exercife, generally proves 

conqueror, by throwing each of 

the company two or three times 

fucccilivcl y. 1 have fometimes, 

howcvci*, feen him meet with his 

* 

F 3 equal. 
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equal,, efpeciaily when beg^inmti|f 
to grow fatigued. Xhe fpeiStators 
pay each a S^ahee, in moneys' 
equal to three-pence Englilh, for 
which they are refreflied during the. 
dtverflon Vrith a calean and coffee. 
This mode of excrcife, I Ihould fup- 
pofe, -muff contribute to health, as 
well as add ftrength, vigour, and a 
manly appearance to the frame. It 
Itruck me in its manner of execu¬ 
tion to bear fome refemblance to the 
gymnaftic cxercifes of the ancients. 

The Badis in Perfia are very com¬ 
modious, and well worthy the at¬ 
tention of a ffranger; they generally 
confiff of two large apartments, one 
of vvhich furniflics an accoramoda- 

i 

tion for undrciling, the other is the 

bath i on the ffdes of the ffrff arc 

% 

benches 
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Ijnenches of nmc, raifefl two feet from 
the ground, on which are fpread 
macs and carpe?SrwJ;iere the bathers 
fit to undrefs, and from thence they 
proceed tothe bath through a long 
narrow pafiage. The bath is a large 
room of an otftagon form, with a 
cupola at top, through which the 
light and air are admitted: on the 
fidcs of this room are fmall plat-* 
forms of wood raifed about a foot 
from the ground, on which the 
people who enter to bathe perform 
their devotions, a ceremony the 
Pcrfians always prerioufiy obferve: 
at the upper end of the room is a 
large bafon or refer voir of water, 
built ^of fionc, well heated by 
means of ftoves made at the bot¬ 
tom, with iron gratings over them; 
and adjoining js another refervoir 

F 4 - of 



72 


OBiiERVATIONS ON A 

of cold waterj of eitlxM of which the 
bather has his choice^ When he 
comes out of |,h^*^ot bath» which 
is generally iii the fpace of ten or 
twelve minutesj the people of the 
houle Hand ready to perform the 
operation of rubbing, and to effetH: 
this he is laid at full length on his 
back, with a pillow to fupport his 
• head ; a bruOi made of camel’s 
hair is then ufed, which completely 
rubs off all the dirt the body has 
contra(5lcd. After rubbing fonie 
time, they rinie the whole body 
with fcvc’ral ba.'ons of warm water, 
and the perfon is recdndu(5ted to 
the drefllng apartment, where he ' 
Ihifts and drelies at leifure, receiv¬ 
ing u calcan to fmoke. The Per- 
fians are much more fcrupulous 

than any other Eaitcrn nation in 

per- 
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permitting foreigner^ to go, into 
their baths* which if attempted 
with their Jcno'We4ge, they pre¬ 
vent. By means however of a fmall 
prcfent.and'on account of my living 
in a Perfiaa family, and going pri¬ 
vately at night, 1 had always free 
accefs; although Mr. Jones, a gen¬ 
tleman of the BuObra fa( 5 lory, then 
reliding at Shirauz, going one 
night, after he was undreUed, was 
informed by the keeper of the 
houfe, who underftood he was an 
European, that he muft drefs him- 
felf immediately,an^**iuit the place; 
alleging in ‘cscufc, that if it was 
•known he had admitted a Feringy, 

he Ihould lofe both his cudom 
* 

and reputation, as the bath would 
thereby be deemed polluted. This is 
very remarkable^ as 1 am informed 

that 
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that,in Turkey it isjguite the con¬ 
trary, foreigners of all denomina¬ 
tions being allowed to ufe 

any of the baths whenever their 
inclinations lead them: 

During the fpring, the baths in 
Perlia arc decorated in great finery, 
a cullom didingnifiied by the natives 

The Cui* under the name of Gul Re^zee {or 

Kcazce> Of 

fcatteiitig of the fcattering of roles), from the vaft 

quantity of ihofc Rowers ftrewed 
in the apartmems; this ceremony 
continues a week or ten days, 
during Vhich time' the guefts are 
entertained with muRc, dancing, 
coffee, iherbet. See. and the drelRng 
apartment is decked out wi,th paint¬ 
ings, looking* glalles, Rreamers, 
and other ornaments, at the ex- 

I 

pence of the matter of the humaum, 

who 
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who cotnplimuts his chftomer^ on 
the occaiion» though a fmalt pre- 
ftnt is generally'hrade by them to 
, the mulicians. The baths are uted 
alternately by men and women, 
every other day, but each fei gene¬ 
rally ufe them once a week, or in 
every ten days at farthed. 

The bath built by Kerim Khan 
is particularly beautiful; it has for 
the outer apartment a large hand- 
fome odtagon, to which light is 
conveyed from the top; on the 
hdes are platfosms of, ftont;, raifed 
three feet fisom the ground, each 
pf which has a fquare refer voir of 
water, and a large fountain, which, 
by conftantly playing in the centre 
of the room, renders the place very 
cool and dgrceablc; the tides arc 
adorned with pitftures and tape- 

fttyj 
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Ary; the ininer apaynient is lined 
throughout with Tauris marble, 
and the dome^^fiu fides ornamented 
with the imitation of the lapis 
lazuli. To this bathmone are ad¬ 
mitted but thofe of a higher rank, 
it being chiefly ufed by the princi¬ 
pal KhanS) or officers of the army, 
and their families. 

In the centre of the city, adjoining 
to the morque called Musjtdi Nob 
aforementioned, is a building of a 
very large fize, which is called by 
stiaii Che- the Periians tile ShithCheraugjOrthe 
king’s lamp, and is confidcred as a 
place of the greatefl fanitity abou^ 
Shirauz, being the maiifoleum of 
the brother of one of their Imaums, 
or heads of the faith; this place is 
of confiderable antiquity, nor is 
the exafl date of its foundation 

afeer- 
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afcertained } by an 1 

procured from the chronicles of 
the place, it appe^n^ to have been 
repaired by the celebrated Prince 
Azzud ad Dowluh, Deilemee of the 
family of Buy ^b, who was Ameer al 
Umrah to one of the Caliphs of the 
houfe of Abbas» and was a prince 
of great abilities, learning, and 
piety. He reigned in the fourth 
century of the Mahomedan Hijra. 

^ H aving with great difficulty pro¬ 
cured an extraft from the chro¬ 
nicles of the place, \Jhich *are kept 
in the Mofqnc, 1 fliall here infert a 
tranilation of them ; and it will 
appear fby this extras, that the 
building was formerly magiiificenr, 
but is noiy going to ruin. The laft 
perfon who repaired it was Kerim 

Kljan, 
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Khap, who ^ave it a^mplete new 
covering, but unce his time it has 
been neglet^edC stnd has fufTered 
much by the rain and other acci'- 
dents, owing to the veVy great age 
of the building; however, there 
are at prcfent focne of the Imaums 
Zadas, or defcendants from their 
Imaums, refiding in it, who are 
fupporced by what little remains 
of the former ample revenues of 
the place. 

ExiraSi from the Aa£ar Abnmudt, er 

* t 

Chronicles of the S&ab Cberag^ the 
Sepulchre of Ahuinud Ibn Mcujh, 

“ It is related, from the regifterof 
** TO oft rclpc<51:able chronicles, that 
in the days of Sultaun Azzud ad 
“ Dowlah Deilemee, it was thus re- 

“ vealed 
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" vealed to priac^ in a dream, 

** chat Meer Mahummed (the Ion 

“ of the religious,of the tribe 

'* of the worlhippers of God, the 

** moll learned of the holy orators, 

and prime head of the expounders 

** of the Kor^n), as alfo Ahumud 

Ibn Afeef ad Deen Kubeer (chief 

“ of the fpeakers of truth, and of 

*' thofe who praife the 0eiry), two 

** perfons, who from purity of 

** heart had become the fervants 

** and guardians of this holy mo- 

^num^t and moil fancHiihed tomb, 

“ there rcftiDg* from •their*! abours, 

arc interred. The Sultaun there- 

fore was enjoined to go to their 

** immc;diace defeendants, that is 

“ to fay, Sheik Afeef ad Deen S^ni 

“ and Peer Shems ad Deen, who 

« 

“ arc both now* a live, and that he 

“ fhould 
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“ ihould by'theii.' be point- 

“ ed out the facred tomb, and from 
“ them receivq^ftruftions for the 
** re-building and beautifying the 
** edifice; and as formerly in the 
** days of Sufoot ad Deen, Mu- 
“ fauood, Ibn Bedr ad Deen, this 
holy tomb, as well as that of 
** Seiud Meer Mahomed Abudeen 
“ Moufa Ibn Jaafar (upon whom 
« be peace f) and alfo that of Seiud ■ 
** Allah ad Deen Hofiein Ibn Moula 
“ Kafim, (the blefiijig of God be 
** upon them!) had been re-lmiit 
" and beautified; fd Ameer Sulnn 
“ Azzud ad Dowlah D^ilemee, who 
“ is the flave of the pofterity of^ 
“ Ali, having been pointed out thefc 
** things in a dream,fet forwards to- 

** wards the holy place; and as this 

+ 

** had been revealed to him, fo it had 

“ alfo 
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** alfo been revealed to the domef- 
“ tics of the'facred fepulchre of 
** Sheick Afeef adMleen Sani and 
** Peer Shems ad dcen: they there- 
“ fore* whdn the Sultaun arrived, 
informed him of what they had 
beheld; and he, agreeably to the 
“ command, came to the holy fe* 
“ pulchre, and ordered it to be 
opened; which being done, it 
** appeared by meafurement that 
“ this tomb was fifteen yards in 
length, and,.t^n yards in breadth; 
^indT the facred corpfc was dif- 
** covered to tbe eye's of ‘Sultaun 
** Azzud ad t)owla, and thofe who 
•* were with him, as well as to the 
** grandfather of the author of the 
“ prefent work, who was on the 
•* fpot. Upon the tomb they per- 
** ceived a lighted candle, feented 
• G “ with 
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with camphire; ana the body of 
that holy perfon appeared quite 
** freih and fwoft, as if but lately 
“ interred, whilft from the ble0ed 
** tomb there was emitted the feent 
“ of pure mulk and ambergrist and 
** from the top of the dome the 
“ rays of a clear and bright light 
“ were refledted around. It is fur- 
** ther related* in the Shlrauz Na- 
•* ma, that Atta Beg- Abu Bukir, 
“ the fon of Saad Zunkec, in the 
“ year of the Hijfiv -^146, added 
many apartments to this "Butfd- 
“ ing, as alf6 did, after him, the 
moft illuftrious lady Bebce Jam 
« Khatoon, who was cither the fe- 
cond or third benefatSre's to it.— 
“ The hiftory further obferves, that 
Sultaun Azzud ad Dowla, and 
“ thofe who were with him, per- 
• “ ceived 
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ceived on the £nger of th^corpfe 
a feal ring, on which was en¬ 
graved the following words 

* Izzut Alla Taala Ahumud Ibn 

* Moufa*:— To God Almighty he gkry! 

* Ahumud tbs fon of Moufa and 
moreover Sultaun Ameer Azzud 
ad Dowla drew this ring off the ' 
finger, when fuddeni)' it became 
invifiblc to him, and was on the* 
finger of another in company, 
(but God knows who !J The 
Shirai^ ^litna alfo relates, that 
a't this time Sultaun Ameer Az¬ 
zud ad Dowla was affLicled with 

a violent afihma, and the mo¬ 
ment he entered the holy fepul- 
chrC) by virtue of that facred 
body, he became perfectly cured, 
withoijt the fmallefi trace of his 
diforder remaining j in acknow- 

G 2 . ledgwient 
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“ Icdgment oV which ^reat bleiP 
ing, Sultaun Azzud ad Dowla 
determined 0£i' rebuilding and 
beautifying the facred tombi and 
“ thofe buildings which'were to be 
“ fecn in the days of Azzud ad 
" Dowla, particularly the founda- 
** tion of the prefent dome^ the 
" tower, the haram, and the orna> 
** ments of the fcpulchre, as well 
“ as the college adjoining to the 
court-yard, were all done by him. 
** He alfo appointed"^xed falarics 
" for the domeftics of the pTa^ 
The lady above mentioned, Be- 
bee Jini Khatoon, was the fitter 
of Sultaun Ifhaac, and not only a 
** mod noble and illuttrious prin- 
cefs, but fo devout and refpedl- 
** able as to be the pride and orna- 
“ ment of the Scljuktan race: (may 

** the 


1 
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** the mercy of God be upon her!) 
** She it was that rebuilt the tower, 
and thofe aparthients which are 
about the area, both above and 
** below, as alfo the market-place 
** adjoining the Meidao *, the No- 
** kara Khana f, and the A(h Kha> 
“ na The Pars Nama, the Nezam 
“ al Towareck, as well* as the Shi- 
rauz Nama of Sheick Kuttob, 
and the Kitab Hizza Bciaun, all 
“ relate that the above noble cha- 
“ ra( 5 lp^,,JBet>ee Jani Kharoon, ap- 
pointed fourteen parcels of arable 
“ land, whh proper aqueducts for 
“ conveying water, the revenues 
“ of which were taken from the 
“ village of Meimoon, and other 

* A fquare* 

t "t'he for mafic* 

X The kuchen- 

GS 


** places 
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** places in the neighbourhood of 
“ Shirauz, for the maintenance of 
*' this holy tomb: ihc alfo made a 
“ prefent of thirty volumes of the 
** KoraOj written in letters of gold 
** (the work of Moulana Yeheea) ; 
** and there was written on the top 
of them, * May the curje of God m)er~ 
** * take t}:^e •who prefume to lay bands on, 
** * or fake ataay, ibefe books' She even 
** ordained, that excepting the 
guardian of the fepulchre, none 
** fliould prefume to o r 

meddle with, the facred volumes; 

** », 

<* nor fliould any hav^ concern 
with the lands allotted for the 
fupport of the place, or the fer- 
“ vants or domeltics belonging to 
it, on any account whatever, ex- 
t* cept him; which ordinations 
*' were confirmed Sy all fucceed- 

ing 


4 
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*' ing princes and gl'eat men who 
** afterwards became benefa^ors 
“ to the comb. It is further re- 
** corded, that Meer Hubeeb Allih, 

“ the jflowfer of religious and holy 
“ men, and chief of the race of the 
Seiuds. (defeendants of Maho- 
** med), the moft wife, the moft * 
learned, and the mod exalted of 

“ his age, the difpofer of beneiices,* 
** and the performer of good ac- 
“ tions, who in the reign of Shah 
« Tchutr^p af HuflTen al Hofseeni 
Behader Khiin (whofe habitation 
now is Paradife),* was chief ma- 
** giftrate of the province of Pars, 

“ and guardian of the holy fe- 
pulehre, which he held by right 
” of inheritance from his anceftors, 

“ who in regular fucceilion had 
« enjoyed the’office of Vizier in 

G 4 “ Perfia 
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“ Perfia and guardian of this tomb, 
*' and voluntarily gave up all they 
“ poOelled in fupport of it; for 
** this rcafon, therefore, Meer Hu- 
" bccb Allah refolved oh rebcauci- 
“ fying the building, in confe- 
quence of which the tower and 
“ the apartments, both above and 
“ below, as well as the body of 
< “ the edifice, were by him adorned 
** in the mofl elegant manner, with 
“ curious gold enamelled work, in 
imitation of lapiS ^. azu li, and 
“ other coftly materials, as "well 
“ within 'the building as in the 
*' outer courts and oflices; and ex* 
“ cepting the tomb of that illufiri- 
ous Prince and Imaum,> Abul 
“ Huflun All, I bn Moufa al Reza, 
the chief of the Imaums, (the 
** blefling of God be upon him!) 

“ who 
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** who was brother to this Imaum, 
** there was nothing in the four 
“ quarters of the world could equal 
“ it, for the quantity of ground al- 
“ lotted for* its fupport, the ample 
** falarics of the readers of the Ko- 
ran, or for the expenccs of the 
Alh Kbana, the Nokara Khanii, 
the Muezzins its ornaments 
** and buildings, all of which were 
renewed by this Meer Hubeeb 
** AlUh; no mortal ever beholding 
** its equal in beauty, magnificence, 
and fplendour.” 

. • 

The above is as literal a tranfla- 
tion as the language would admit 
of, which is very obfeure and difH- 
cult in the original, 

* Ciien for (he piirpcre of calling the people to 

The 
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The tomb of The toitib of the celebrated and 

^£z. 

ocfervedly admired Hafiz> one of 

the mofl famous of the Perhan 

Poets, {lands about two miles dif- 

* 

tant from the city walls, on the 
North Eaft fide, and nearefl. the gate 
Shah IVlccrz-i Hamza. Here the 
laic Vakeel Kerim Khan has erefted 
a raoft elegant Ivan or hall, with 
apartments adjoining; this build¬ 
ing is executed in the fame Ayle as 
the Dc’van Khana., nor has any coft 
been fpared to rendcr'icagreeable: 

it Hands in the middle of a large 
• • ' 

garden j in front or the apartments 
is a Hone refervoir, in the centre • 
of which is a fountain. In the gar¬ 
den are many typrefs trees of ex¬ 
traordinary fize and beauty, as well 
as of great antiquity: Intake them 
to be the fame as thofe deferibeJ 
• by 
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by Sir John Chardin. Under *thc 
Aiadc of thefe trees is the tomb of 
the poet Mahomed Shems ad deea 
* of fine white marble from 

Tauris, eight feet in length and 
four in breadth: this was built by 
order of Kerim KhaOj and covers 
the original one: on the top and 
lidcs of the tonib are fclecft pieces 
from the poet’s own works, nioA 
beautifully cut in the Pcrfian Nuf- 
lalcck charaiJlci'. Ourin'^tlic fpring 
and funimcr feal'ons, the inhabit 
ants vifit here, ami amufe them^ 
feivcs with ftnoking, playing at 
chefs, and other games, reading 
alfo the works of Hafiz, who is in 
greater cftccni with them than any 
other of their poets, and they venC'^ 
rate him alyiofl to adoration, never 
fpcaking of him but in the highefi 

ternes 
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1 


Roknabid. 


terras of rapture and entbuliarm; 
a moil elegant copy of his works is 
kept upon the tomb for the pur- 
pofCj and the infpetHiion of all who 
go there. The principal youth of 
the city afTemblc here, and fliei# 
every poilible mark of rcfpetH: for 
their favourite poet, making plen¬ 
tiful libations of the delicious wine 
of Shirauz to his memory. Clofe 
by the garden runs the flream of 
Roknabad, fo celebrated in the 
works of Hafiz; this.,however, is 
now dwindled into a fmall rivuler, 
which takes' its fource from the 

I 

mountains to the N. E. The water 
is clear and fweet, and in that re- 
fpeft deferves the fame it has ob¬ 
tained ; it is held in great ellima- 
tion by the modern Ferfians, who 

t 

attribute medicinal qualities to it; 

* but. 
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but with what juftice I*cannot de- 
termine. 


The following couplet from the 
works of the: poet may ferve to il- 
luHrate the above padage: 

jCi a/ 8<.Xj 

m* *■% 

“ Boy! bring me the wine that re¬ 
mains t for tho)} wilt not find in 
P'aradife the fweet banks of our 
Roknabad, or the rofy bowers of 
Mofellay.’*^ 

SIR WILLIAM JONES, 


Further, he obferves of Mofellay.- 


“ From 
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“ From Jailfar Abaci to the fwect 
bower of Mofellay, the morning 
gale comcth fccntcd with am-' 
bergris !’* 

, HAFIZ. 

Mcftiiay. This celebrated bower of Mofcl- 

lay is htiiatcd a quarter of a mile 
to the wc Award of the tomb> but is 
entirely in ruins, no trace or veftige 
reniaining of that pleaiantncfs 
which you are taught to expe<51: on 
perufing the ptcceding couplet} 
yet one may judge by the lituation, 
which Js really a delightful one, 
being lofty, that it might formerly 
have been agreeable. At prefenc 
the country round about is rugged 
and barren, and now ferves as a 
place for celebrating the Maho¬ 
med an feltival qf the Ide Korb^n, 


or 
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or the ceremonies which are ob- 

■ 

fervcd on that day, in commemora¬ 
tion* of Abraham’s offering up his 

fon Ifaac, whom they call Iftnael. 

* 

A little to the northi^ard of Ha¬ 
fiz's tomb, is a magnificent build¬ 
ing, called by the Perlians Heft 
Tun, or the Seven Bodies, on ac¬ 
count of feven Derviflics or religi¬ 
ous men, who coming from a great 
difiance to refide in this country, 

-I- 

took up their abode on the fpot 
where the above building is eredted, 
and there remained* untib they all 
died, each burying the other fuc- 
\:eflively, until the only furvivor, 
who w^s interred by the neigh¬ 
bours upon this rpot, and in me¬ 
mory of which event Kerim Khan 
has credlcd a beautiful hall, with 

adjpin- 


Keftf or the 
Seven Dw- 
vifhe*. 




■^1 
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Poruaits of 
Hafiz and 
Ml 


adjoining apartments; this hall is 
twenty-feven feet by eighteen, and 
forty feet high; one third of the 
height of the hall is lined with 
white marble from Tanris, and the 
reft and the deling are ornamented 
with blue and gold enamel: it is 
built on the fame plan as thofe of 
Hafiz and the Dew an Khana, and 
is really a noble building. It has 
alfo fome tolerable paintings, exe¬ 
cuted in the Perfian llylc, amonglt 
which is one of Abraham’s offering 
up his fon Ifaac, with the angel 
defeending; ^nd another of Mofes, 
when a boy, tending ^he flocks of 
his fathcr-in-law Jethro, Over the* 
doors of this hall are placed the 
portraits of the two celebrated poets 
Hafiz and Sadi, done at full length: 
that of Hafiz habited in the old 

k 

Perfian 
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Berfian drefs. He is painted with 
a fiefli rofy complexiont and a very 
large pair of whilkers, and in the 
picture appears to be about fix and 
thirty years *of age; the other, of 
Shcick Sadi, is the figure of a ve¬ 
nerable old man, with a long beard 
turned white by age, drcllcd in a 
religious drefs, with long fiowing 
robes, id his right hand holding a 
fmall crooked ivory flafT, and in 
the other a chargej of incenfe. Be¬ 
fore the hall is a very handfomc 
Hone refervoir, where the Perfians 
obferve their ablution? (enjoined by 
the Mahomedan laws) previous to 
flicir performing their devotions 
near the^graves of the feven Der- 
vifiics (each of which have hand- 
fome tomb^fiones over them), in a 
fpot of ground allotted for that 

H purpofe. 
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I 


Oil Gulhaie* 


purpofe. The garden confifts of 
two avenues of cyprefs trees, 
bounded by a high wall, and there 
is a fine fpacious terrace on the top 
of this building, fronaVhence you 
have an extenllve view of the city 
of Shirauz, and the adjoining coun> 
try. To this place, as well as to 
the tomb of Hafiz, the Ferfians fre¬ 
quently refort, and amufc them- 
felves until evening, when they re¬ 
turn to the city. 

On a parallel line with Heft Tun, 
about 'three* quarters of a mile 
diftant, is the garden Dil Gulhaic,. 
fo called from the pleafantncfs c^' 
its lituation, fignifying in Ferfian, 
heart expanding :—^it is fituated at the 
foot of a high mountain, out of 
which ifiues a dream of clear frefii 
• 6 


water,. 
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Water, for the reception of Which 
there has been made a fuccedion 
of done bafons, fo faditoned as to 
make the water fall down from 
one to the other, after the manner 
of a cafeade, and at about fixty 
paces didant from each other; thefe 
forming feparate falls, have a 
plcafing elFcs5i: to the eye. In the 
centre is a fummer-houfe, built of 
done, through which the water 
runs by means of done channel:—* 
in this place the Perliads dt and 
amufe thcmfelves, fmoking and 
playing at games of chance, and 
regale thcmfclvcs with what they 
may have brought from the city. 
This garden is, upon the whole, 
extremely agreeable, the water 
clear and cpld, and the air delight¬ 
fully mild and refrelhing. 

Ha A mile 
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The Tomb A 'mile to thc cailward of Dil 

of Saji, 

Gafliale, is the tomb of the cele¬ 
brated Sheick Sadi aforementioned, 
fituated at the foot of the moun- 
tains that bound Shirauz to the 
N. £. and is a large fquare build¬ 
ing, at the upper end of which arc 
two alcoves, recefles in the wall; 
that on the right hand is the tomb 

f 

of Sheick, jud in the date it was in 
when he was buried, built of done, 
lix feet in length, and two and a 
half in breadth; on the fides of it 
are engraved many fentences in the 
old Nufkhi charatder, relating to 
the poet and his works. Sadi 
douridied about dve hundred an^ 
ilfty years ago, and his v^orks are 
held in great edeem amongd all 
the Eadcrn nations for their mora- 
lity, and for the 'excellent precepts 
* they^. 
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they inculcate. On the top of the 
tomb is a covering of painted wood» 
black and gold, on which is an 
ode of the Sheick’s, written in the 
modern Naflalcek charafter, and 
on removing this board is perceived 
the empty Hone cofhn in which the 
Sheick was buried. This the reli^ 
gious, who come here, take care 
to flrew with flowers, rofaries, and • 
various relics. On the top of the 
tomb is placed, for the infpedlioii 
of all who vilit there, a manuferipe 
copy of the Shcick's works, moll 
elegantly tranicribeu. On the lldc 
of the wfills arc many Perflan 
•verfes, written by thofe who have 
at difle^enc times vifltcd the place. 
The building is now going to ruin, 
and unlefs repaired muft foon fall 
entirely to decays It is much to be 

H 3 ^ re- 


lOl 
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A lemark- 
tble cbaniieL 


regretted, thit the uncertain ilatc 
of affairs in the country will not 
admit of any one’s being at the 
expence of repairing it. Men who 
are to-day in authority and poweri 
are, perhaps, to-morrow feized on 
and dragged to prifon; nor can any 
one depend upon the fate of the 
enfuing day. Adjoining to this 
building are the graves of many 
religious men, who have been bu¬ 
ried here at their ov/n requells. 

A little to the left of this build¬ 
ing, under gaound, is a very re¬ 
markable channel, to which you 
defeend by a llight of feventy (lone 
Aeps, and at the bottom are fur- 
prifed at the fight of a handfome 
building, of an offangular form, 
through which tli£ channel runs. 

It 
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Ic is built entirely of Aone, w^iich, 
although the work of many ages 
paft, yet remains complete and per- 
feft. This the prefent Perlians fu- 
perftirioully'attribute to its having 
been built with what they call Pool 
Ilclaiil, or lawful money, i, e. 
money not acquired by oppreffion 
and tyranny; for they fay that 
fuch buildings as have been created 
by tyrants foon moulder and fade 
away; whilft, on ,thc contrary, the 
'works of good and juft princes 
endure for ages unhurt. They 
have formed thefc cfpiniofls by at¬ 
tending to"* the tradition of the 
•place, which they fay was built by 
a king of Perfia named Gemiheed, 
a prince famous in the Perlian 
hiftory for his piety and juftice, 
and the fame who built Ferfepolis, 

H 4 , he 
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he having fifrft, at a vaft expcnce 
and much labour, dug out a ilream 
of water from the adjacent moun¬ 
tains, which was conveyed by an 
aquedutfb to this well, ffom whence 
it flows through a flone channel 
formed under ground, about two 
feet in breadth, and Aipplles all 
the places adjoining to Shirauz with 
excellent water. The prefent na¬ 
tives attribute great virtues to the 
I'uppofed properties of this water, 
and are fond of bathing in it. On 
the lides of this building arc re- 
cefles and alcoves; where thofe 
who vifit it lit and fmohe, and find 
it pcrfedtly cool and rcfrefhing,' 
even in the hotteft day of fummer. 
Sir John Chardin mentions a foun¬ 
tain near the tomb of Sadi, in which, 
he fays, were filh confccrated to 

the 
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the Sheick; but as (here are no 
figns of any thing at prefenc re¬ 
maining fimilar to his defeription, 
I think it is probable he meant the 
above-menrioned channel, in'which 
are caught abundance of very fine 
fifh. This place, though it may 
not be of the date tradition men¬ 
tions, yet certainly bears marks of 
very great antiquity j and as fucli 
is an object worthy the attention, 
of a Itrangcr, wh icii induced me to 
infert the above defeription. 

A quarter of a mile to the north¬ 
ward of the gate Shaah Meerza 
■Hamza, is a large oflagon building* 
in the mfide of which is the tomb 
of Abdurraheem Khan, the fecond 
{bn of the late Vakeel Kerim Khan* 
^ho died *in the, latli year of his 
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age. , This tomb is eight feet io 
length, and three in breadth, Hand¬ 
ing in the centre of the room, co¬ 
vered "with a piece of brocade; it 
is of very fine marble from Taurls, 
elegantly gilt: on the top and fides 
are inferiptions in the Perfian lan¬ 
guage, well cur, in the NuHalcek 
charatiler, and the room has a 
' beautiful dome, with the cupola 
and iidcs ornamented with blue and 
gold enamelled vttork, imitative of 
China ware. The Perlians excel 
all the EaHern nations in this kind 

t 1 

of enamel; and what makes it fo 
pleafing to the eye, is the bright- 
nefs of the colours, which far ex- ‘ 
cced, in their livcllnefs, any thing 
that can be done in Europe; and I 
think are equal to thofc produced 
in Gbina. 


I 


Kerim 
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Kerim Khan, amongft othcf be¬ 
neficial works (luring his lifetime, 
built fcveral fummer-houfes in the 
neighbourhood of Shirauz. The 
gardens in ^hich they arc placed 
are laid out in an agreeable ftyle* 
though quite dilTerent to our ideas 
of the beauties of gardeningj they 
confift generally of long ftrait plant¬ 
ations of fycamorc and cyprcls 
trees, planted regularly on each 
fide the walk, in l;orin of avenues, 
‘and have parterres of flowers in 
the centre, with flonc fountains in 
different parts of the<gardcri, which 
. add much tcTthc coolncfs and beauty 
bf them. On the fide of the walls 
are eretSed fcaffoldings of wood, 
covered over at top with thin laths, 
on which the grape vines grow, 
and form picafant arbours. In¬ 
deed 
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deed,this truly great man well de> 
fervcd his good fortune, as he 
fpent the bell part of his life in 
adorning Shirauz, which he con- 
hdered his chief city of relidence, 
with every thing that could make 
it comfortable and agreeable to his 
fubjefts; a circumftance the Per- 
iians have been more fenUble of 
fince his death: nor is his name 
ever mentioned by them, erpecially 
the middling and lower clafs of 
people, but in terms exprellive of 
the higheft gratitude and efteem. 

As the religion of the Perflans is 
known to be Mahomedan, and as^ 
very good accounts have, already 
been given of it, I (hall touch but 
lightly on the fubjedf; but as they 
arc of the fe(3; of the Sheias, or foi- 

* lowers 
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lowers of Ali* ibme ?)f their^ cuf- 
toms, as well religious as civil, 
may probably diflfcr from thofe of 
the Turks, who are of the fedt of 
the SunnieS, or followers of Omar, 
t fliall therefore make a few re¬ 
marks on what I think moil worthy 
of obfervation in each of them: and 
firft refpedling their marriages. 

■ 

When the parents of a young MMrwge*of 

, the Perfiaiu. 

man have determined upon marry¬ 
ing him, they look out amongft 
their kindred and acquaintance for 
a fultablc match; which having 
fucceetledi^he father or mother of 
* the young man, or fomctlmes his 
fidcr. afTemblc a company of their 
friends, and go to the houfc where 
^he perfon they intend to demand 
lives: being arrived, a converfarion 

t'^kes 
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takc^ place, 'in winch the bufinefs 
is opened and the match propofed. 
If the father of the woman is con¬ 
tented with the propofals, he im- 
dtately orders fweetmeats to be 
brought in, which is taken as a 
dire(5t fign of compliance ; and the 
company for that time take leave. 
Some days after, the females ol 

the family of the man aflemble at 

% 

the houfc of the intended bride, 
where the terms of marriage are 
fettled, and the ufual prefents on 
the part of the bridegroom are pro- 
mifed. Thcfe*. if th'e pei’fon be in 
middling circumftanceS', generally 
condft of two complete fuits of ap¬ 
parel of the beft fort, a 'ring, a 
looking-glafs, and a fmall fum in 
ready money of about ten or twelv* 
tomans, which fum is dcnominatctl 

Mehr 
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Mehr u Kawccn, or tile marriage- 
portion, it being given for the 
exprefs purpofe of providing for 
the wife in cafe of a divorce. 
There is atfo provided a quantity 
of houfehold ftulF of all forts, fuch 
as carpets, mats, bedding, utenfils 
for drefiing vidtuals, &c. After , 
this a writing or coniradb is drawn 
up, in the prefence of, and wit- • 
nefled by, the Cadi, or magiltrate, 
or in bis abfence t>y an Akhund, or 
priefl: this writing the PerCans 
call Akud Bundee, or the binding 
contraft, in 'v^hiclv^^ic father of 
the bride fets forth, that on fuch a 
' day, in fuch a year, he has given 
his dat^hter in marriage to the fon 
of fuch a perfon (n^cniioning the 
^ame of the bridegroom and Ihs 
rather), who alfo on Ins part enu¬ 
merates 
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mcrates the‘‘different prefents he 
makes in his Ton’s name to the 
bride, as well as the llipulatcd 
money called Mehr u Kawedn. 
This writing is figned'and fealed 
by both parties, as well as the Qdi 
and the Mullah, and is dcpolltcd 
in the hands of the bride’s father, 
where it always ferves as a record, 
in cafe of a divorce, to enforce the 
fulfilling of the marriage-articles: 
for on this occalion the hufband is 
obliged to make good the contradt, 
even to the minuieft agreement, 
before the divt^ce erfn be complete. 
When this ceremony iiniflicd, 
the marriage by the Mahomedan ‘ 
law is deemed pcrfc<il:. It is, how- 

y 

ever, obfcrvable that portions ^arc 
never given with daughters in Pei^ 
fia, as is the cuftom in Europef* 

and ' 



TOUR FROM BENGAL TO PERSIA. 


and in nioft places of the Ealt. No¬ 
thing now remains but to celebrate 
the wedding, and this is generally 
performed the fecond or third day 
after figning the contra(51, in the 
following manner; The night be¬ 
fore the wedding, the friends and 
relations of the bride allcmble at 
her houfe, attended by mufic, dan¬ 
cing girls, and other figns of fef- 
tivity. This night is diftinguiflicd 
by the appellation of Sheb Hinna 
Bundee, or the night in which the 
hands and feet of the bride are 


ilained with the h^b of‘Hinna, 
well knowr^ll over the Eaft. Pre¬ 
vious to the ceremony, a large 
quantit^of this herb is fent by the 
bride^groom to the houfe of the 
hjjjide; and on the day of Gaining 
fle is firff conveyed to the bath, 

I where 
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\vh(;rc having bathed. Ihe is brought 
back to her own houfc; after which 
they ftaia her liands and feet, at 
the fame time painting her eye¬ 
brows and forehead tfrich the anti¬ 
mony powder called Surma; when 
this is finiOicd, they fend back what 
remains of the herb to the houfe of 
the bridegroom, where the like 
operation is performed upon him 
liy his friends. The wedding night 
being come, the friends both of the 
bride and bridegroom, men and 
women, ailemble at the houfe of 
the bride, im order to carry her to 
that of her future hti^^and: they 
arc attended by all forts of mufic, 
fingers, and dancing girlv* and all 
are drcHed in their fmarteS apparel, 
each of the women having ch^-a 
veil of red filk. The prefents whi ;h 

-tlh; 


i 
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the bridegroom has made, are all 
put into trays covered with red filk, 
which are carried on men’s flioul- 

ders. After waiting at the door fome 

« 

time, the bride is brought forth, 
covered from head to foot in a veil 
of red 111k, or painted muilin } a 
horfe is then prefen ted for her to 
mount, which is lent thither ex- 
prcfsly by the bridegroom; and 
when Ihe is mounted, a large look- 
Ing-glafs is held before her by one 
of the bride-maids, all the way to 
the houfe of her hufband^ as an 
admonition to her, t^fat it is the lad 
•time Ihe look into a glafs as a 
virgin, ^ing" now about to enter 
into th^ares of the married Hare. 
Th^rocellion then fets forward in 
followipg order:—firft, the mu- 
^ and dancing girls; after which 

1 2 ^e 
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the prefents, in trays ly}rne upon 
men's ihoalders; next come the re-> 
lations and friends of the bride¬ 
groom, all iliouting and making a 
great noife j who are followed by 
the bride herfelf, furrounded by all 
her female friends and relations, 
one of whom leads the horfe by the 
bridle ^ and levcral others on horfe- 
back clofe the proceillon. Being 
arrived at the houfe of the bride¬ 
groom, they arc met at the door by 
the father and mother, and from 
thence are conduced up (lairs ; the 
bride then erifters the room. The 
bridegroom, who is aV-the upper 
end, makes a low obeifahee; and 
prefently aftCi, coming cli^Tt up to 
his bride, takes her up in his orms 
and embraces her. Soon after 
retire into a private chamber; an^*, 

Otis 
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on their return to the company, it 
caufcs great rejoicings. They then 
all fit down to fupper in feparate 
apartments, the men eating with 
the bridegroom in one room, and 
the women with the bride in ano¬ 
ther; it being quite contrary to 
cuftom for the women to eat in 
company with the men on this oc- 
cafion. The wedding-fupper is pro¬ 
longed to a late hour in the night, 
with chcerfulnefs and feilive mirth. 


Rejoicings in Pcrfia for a wccl- 

* ' * * 

ding generally c^cinue eight or 
ten days^lf, aftfCr marriage, a man 
fhoul^^e-^iKontentcd with his 

is fomc times the cafe 
ij^his as in other countries), he is 
ft liberty to divorce her; a man, 
^by the Mahomedan law, being al- 

T 3 


ways 
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ways, enabled to put his wife away 
at difcretion: this is performed by 
giving her every thing he had pro- 
mifed previous to marriage, and 
by re-demanding the contract of 
his wife’s relations. The ceremony 
of divorce is called by the Perllans 
i’cllaak. If again, after the divorce, 

I be hiiiband lliould be inclined to 
rake liis wife back, he is at liberty 
fo to do, and this for three times 
lucocrtively, and-when it fo hap¬ 
pens, the contiaft mufl be renewed 
each time: but after the third time 
he is cxprcfsl^ forbidden to re¬ 
marry the fame vomaYii I have 

■i 

heard a dory of the being 

obliged liifl to be marriet^ then 
bedded, and afterwards divoi^red 
by another min, before her fin^' 

i 

htifband can re-nlarry herj but 

never 
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never could meet witft an inltance 
of it in Pcrfia, or ever knew of any 
cuftom of that kind prevalent in 
the country* although I made fre¬ 
quent enquiries concerning it. It 
fcldom happens that a man, who 
_is once divorced from his wife, is 
inclined to take her back again; 
thofe who do fo being in little ciU- 
ination with their ncighboui s: , 
and with rcfpeift to the number of 
wives a man has. although b> the 
Mahomedan law he is certainly ai* 
lowed as many as he is able to 
maintain, yet*in ^neral,* amongft 
the PcrliMS, th^ perfon is moll 
‘ efleemM w][jp^ttachc8 himfclf to 
one^ 


r 

'Contrads of marriage in Perfia, Marriages 

, , , contiaitrd at 

as well as in many other places m a very caily^ 

I 4 .the 
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the Eaft, are' often made between 

f 

families at a very early period; and 
although confummation does not 
take place till many years after, yet 
the woman contrafted' cannot di¬ 
vorce herfelf, or be abfolved from 
the contra<51:, unlefs by the confer r 
of her betrothed hulband, except 
on forfeiture of a conliderablc fum 
■ of money. The fame is alfo bind¬ 
ing on the part of the man. 


A widow in Perfia is obliged to 
wait four months after the death of 
her hufband before llie is permitted 
by law to marry a'gain; l\it the con¬ 
cubine of a pci fon dv eca fe^may go 
to another as ff>on as Ihe pl^u^s, 

chrifteningi. At the chriftening, or ratn^ 

«r naming of ^ i' t / 

cbiiJrcn, in naming of children, in Pcrfia, tnef 

rwfu. ° . 

following 
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following ceremony is obfcsved: 
The third or fourth day after the 
child is horn, the friends and rela¬ 
tions of the woman who has lain 
in aflembie *ac her houfe, attended 
by mulic and dancing girls, hired 
-for the occalion; after playing and 
dancing fome time, a Mullah, or 
pried, is introduced, who taking 
the child in his arms, demands of 
the mother what name Hie chufes 


the infant ihould be called by; 
being told, he begins praying, and 
after a fhort time applies his mouth 


clofc to the cttld’s^ar, ahd tells 
him didin^y thy fe times (calling 
4um by remember and be 

obedi^pe^ to his father and mother, 
to v^CTate his Koran and his Pro- 
ft, to abdain from thofe things 
[hich arc'unlawful, and to prac- 
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tife thofe things which are good 
and virtuous. Having repeated the 
Mahomedan profeilion of faith, he 
then re-dcIivers the child to his 
mother; after which the company 
arc entertained with fweetmeats 
and other refrefhmcnts, a part 
which the females prelcnt always 
take care to carry away in their 
pockets, believing it to be the in¬ 
fallible means of their having ofF- 
fpi ln^j- tnemfelveg. The ceremony 
of the Sunnut, or circiimclfion, in 
f’eifia, is generally performed du¬ 


ring ihd Cheh^a, dr fpace of forty 
days from the^rth ofethe child 
as within that iMefs dan¬ 

gerous than ar a more s^^nced 
age. Some there arc 


, howeverj^ho 


do not undergo the operation ui 
the expiration of feven or cigit 


years. 
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years; but it is abfolutely neceflary 
that it Oiould take place before the 
age of fourteen, as after that time 
it is deemed unlawful: on this oc- 

p 

caHon the parents of the child in¬ 
vite their relations and friends to 
'ail entertainment. The operation 
is performed after the Jcwifli ritual, 
and in the manner praffifed by the 
Muflulmen of India. 


With great men* this ceremony 
is uncommonly fplcndid. During 
my rcHdcncc at Shirauz, I had an 

p « 

opportunity of bein&un cye>witnefs 
to the rej^ingsimade by the in- 
liabitant^^ jJidMur of the fon of 
Jaa^aiJ^j^han, who, on the 27th of 
Apd(l<i787, had the ceremony per¬ 
med upon him. 


133 


On 
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Feillva] of 
the Cberau 
£O0n«* 


On the 30th, great preparations 
having prcvioufly been made, all 
the bazars in Shirauz were fplen- 
didly illuminated, particularly the 
grand bazar, which was adorned 
throughout with luflres of party- 
coloured lamps, fufpended 
the roof about half way down: the 
ihops of the merchants on each fide 
were dreiled out in great finery, 
with filver paper, rich hangings, 
&c.; the walls <00 each fide, to a 


confiderable height, covered with 
tapcllry, looking-glalTes, and many 
paintings, don£ in the Perfian fiylc, 
moll of them reWefenlmg the an-^ 
cient Kings of Pe^tca«a,n^ndia, id 
the different drefles of theff^fpec- 
tivc countries j as well as u^gns 
taken from their mod admu^ 
poets. Bands of mufic, and dancii^ 

‘ womem 
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women, were conflantly perform¬ 
ing night and day, throughout the 
different bazars, on fcaffoldings 
cret 5 tcd for the purpofe; and the 
whole was u fccnc of feflivity for 
fevcn days and as many nights, 
Ajmong fcvcral ingenious things 
obfcrvable on this occafion, the 
fight prefcnted at the Juba Khana, 
or the Khan's arfena), was moft 
worthy of notice. In tlie centre of 
this building the armourers had 
fufpended in the air a brafs mortar 
of 800 wt. by fome hidden means, 
as nothing appeared to Tupport it, 
either aboi^ or bairow; the only vi- 
•fible thing beigg a number of co¬ 
loured b^les nicking to it, as if 
to it buoyant in the atmo- 

ere. 1 was told, however, that 
It was efftl'fcd by means of a wire 

p^ed 
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The fuoerali 
of the Per- 
iitnv* 


paflqd from the roof of the place to 
the mouth of the mortar; but not 
being vifible to the fpeftators, it 
gave it a very ingenious effedi:. The 
decorations on this occafion coil the 
Ihop-keepers and tradefmcn con- 
iiderable fums, as, beiides the cr^ 
pcnces of the illuminations, they 
were obliged to make a handfomc 
pciihculh, or prefent, to the Khan 
and his fon, who alfo on this occa- 
iion gave a grand entertainment in 
the citadel, to which the principal 
men in the city were invited ; and 
the whole was concluded by a mag¬ 
nificent difpl'-iy ofvfirevvOiks. 

The funeral' of the PcrlidlM are 
conduiHred in a fimilar manfjrec tot 
thofe in other Mahomedan co^- 
tries.—On the death of a Mu0ulv 

maii»' 
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man. the relations aiid friends of 

* 

the deccafed beini^ aflcmblcd, make 
loud lamentations over the corpfe; 
after which it is waflied and laid 
out on a bier, and carried to the 
place of interment without the city 
walls, attended by a Mullah, or 
pried, who chaunts pafTages from 
the Koran all the way to the grave. 
If any MulTulman Ihould chance 
to meet the corpfe daring the pro- 
ceiTion, he is obliged, by the pre¬ 
cepts of his religion, to run up to 
the bier, and oITer his aHidance in 
carrying it to the grave, citing out 
at the fan^ timeyOf'///.//> 

*^jere « riO c^Jt ftt CoJ. After inter¬ 
ment. ilw^clations of the deceafed 
jetmiif home, and the women of 
family make a mixture of 
wheat, honey, and fpices, which 
* 6 tJicy 
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Price of 


they eat in memory of the dcceafed^ 
fending a part of it to their friends 
and acqaaintance* that they alfo 
may pay him a like honour.—^This 
cuUom feems to be derived from 
very great antiquity, as we read in 
Homer of facriflees and libations 
being frequently made to the me> 
mory of departed fouls. 


The Pcrllans are very flritfl in re* 
fpedt to the price of blood, or Lex 
TalkuiSi this being laid down and 
authori fed as a politive command 
in the Koran; it is called Deiut„ At 


Shirauz, if a murders another 



perfon, he is oblig 1 &<l to p^y a Deiur,, 
either in money or goi&dj/to the 
value of eight hundred 
which is to be received by theSei 
lations of the deceafed: > but if this 

is 
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ifi not agreed to, and the relations 
infill upon it (the acceptance being 
entirely optional), tlie murderer is 
to be delivered up to the ncarcll of 
kindred to the perfon llain, and is 
by them put to death: but ihould 
it fo happen that the murderer 
efcapes, the two families are at 
perpetual variance, until full fatif- 
faiStion be made, either by paying 
the price of blood, as rcUro.l, or 
apprehending the. murderer and 
furrendering him, a circumftancc 
often attended with very bloody 
confcqucnces. I'herc is yet, how¬ 
ever, anothw mody^f compromifci 


a/Trt'^Ok.which 
was an e 


one in fiance, I 
/^witnefs; which is, the 
rtlatkn^ of the murderer giving in 
^arriage a daughter, or niece, to 
the. fon of' the dcccafed, as the 

K price 
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jncnc of the 
pot[cc at Shi-* 
rauz. 
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price of blood; and when this is 
the cafe, the two families becoming 
one, the reconciliation is always 
complete. 

The police in Shirauz, as well as 
all over Perfia, is very good. As 
before obferved, at fun-fet the 
gates of the city arc fliuc; no per- 
Ion whatever is permitted either to 
conio In or go out during the night; 
ibe ’“CVS of the dilTcrcnt gates 
being tdw.}-'' lent :o the ITukim or 
Governor, atu. ic.naining v/Ith him 
until morning. During the night, 
three Tiblas, oi\lrums^.. arc beaten 
at three difTeienc n-aacs^ tbe^fnll aV 

X. 

eight o’clock, The fccond'’ at nine, 
and the third at half pall tcnSt^lft^r 
the third Tibia has founded, all per' 

I 

fons whatfoever found in the rircct.; 
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by the Darogaj or jiKigc of t 5 e po¬ 
lice, or by any of his people, arc 
inftantly taken up, and conveyed 
to a place of confinement, where 
they arc detiined until next morn¬ 
ing, when they are carried before 
the Hakim; and if they cannot give 
a very good account of ihemfelvcs, 
arc punifhed, cither by the bafii- 
nado, or a fine. 


Civil matters are all determined 
by the Ciizi, and ceddi ’.flical ones 
(particularly divorces) by the 
•Shcick al Sellaum, or Mead of the 
I'aithj an rllicc a.ifwcring to that 
t)t '?.^ufii ir. Turkey'. Jufiicc is 
carried oyfiu Perfia in a very fum- 
rffary/Aanncr; the fentcnce, what¬ 
ever it may be, being alway'S put 
into execution or> the fpot. Theft 

K 2 ‘is 


H 


I 


SbeJcEialSeT- 
jRum, or ihc 
Head of the 
Faith* 
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is generally puniflied wich the lofa 
of nofc and cars; robbing on the 
road, by ripping up the belly of 
the criminal, in which hcuation he 
is cxpofed upon a gibbet in one of 
the moft public parts of the city, 
and there left until he expires in tor¬ 
ment ; a dreadful punifhment, but 
in the end extremely falutary, as 
the fight deters others from com¬ 
mitting the fame crime, and renders 
robberies in Perlia very uncommon. 
The punilliments in this country 
are fo varied and cruel, that hu¬ 
manity fhudders at the thought; 
and the happy Ebglilhman, viewing 
them, blplTes himfelf that.r-hC"iS 
born in the arms of fretdom and 
liberty, where property is rt^onV 
facred, but juilice adminiftered witK^ 
mercy! 


The 
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The Perfians obferve the faft The utt of 

* Ramaxan, 

during the month of Ramazim (the 
9th month of the Mahomedan 
year) with great ilrldfnefs and 
feverity. A'bout an hour before 
day-light, they eat a meal which is 
called Schre, and from that time 
until the next evening at fun-fet, 
they neither eat nor drink of any 
thing whatever. It is even fo very 
rigid, that if in the couiTc of the 
day the fmokc of .a Calcan, or the 
fmalled drop of water, reaches 
their lips, the fall is in confequence 
deemed broken, and of no avail. 


From fun-fet until the next morning 

* 

'ihiTj ^re allowed to ref^ih them- 
fclves. ^his fail, when the month 
^armf^kn falls in the middle of 
Tummer, as it fometimes muft do 
(the Mahomedan-year being lunar). 


K 3 


. • 13 
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is extremely fcvcrc, efpecially to 
thofe who are obliged by their oc¬ 
cupations to go about during the 
day-time, and is rendered ft ill more 
fo, as there are alfo fe'veral nights 
during its cxifience which they are 
enjoined to fpend in prayer. The 
Perfians particularly obferve two; 
the one being that in whicli their 
prophet Ali died, from a wound 
which he received from the hands 
nt' an aftalUn three days before; 
which night is thcaift of Rama-' 
ziia, the day of which is called by 
the natives Yc6m al Kutul, or the 

day of murder;—the other is the 

1 

nif^ht of Jthc 23d, in whicli-i'fic^’* 
affirm tliat the Koran wa^orought 
down from Heaven by the^andlf 
of the Angel Gabriel, and dclivcretK 
to their prophet Mahomed; where- 
- fore 
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fore it is denominated Lailut ul 

* 

Kudur, or the night of power. The 
iirfl of thefc niglits the Turks and 
others of the fe^f of the Sunnies 
do not oljferve, and the latter they 
keep on the night of the 27th; 
init both nights are fpent by the 
Pcrfians entirely in prayer; bciidcs ■ 
which, the nioft religious men ge¬ 
nerally alloc a part of each day in 
the month for the purpofe of read - 
ing the Koraii.-j-From this fafl, 
women under particular circum- 
ftanccs relative to their fex, very old 
perfons, the fitk, and children un- 
tlcr the age of fourteen, are cx- 
'ctepted: every other p^fon is en¬ 
joined vto keep it, as abfolutcly 
?ec(iiiary to falvation. Travellers 
alfo, during this month (when on 
actual joUrncy),,are exempted from 

K 4 obfefiving 
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obfcrving the faft; but in lieu 
thereof are obliged, on their return 
liomc^ to faft an equal number of 
days in another month: though 
the PerAans fay, that one day’s faA 
in the month of Ramazan is more 
acceptable to God than all the re¬ 
mainder of the year put together. 
This n^uuih, by way of eminence, 
is Aylcd by the Mahomedans Al 
Mubarik, or the bleflcd: and they 
affirm chat whatever Muffiilmans 

4 > 

die during it, will moft afluredly 
enter into Paradife; as they be¬ 
lieve the gates of Iltavcn arc then 
open by the command of God. 
People of u religious turn of miwd 
begin this Vaft feven or ei^it days 
beiore Ramazan, and fome^otP^ 
tinuc it as many more during the 
fucceeding montli.^ 


The 
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The Ide of Ramazan, or of shuwaui. 
Shuwaul, is not obferved here as 
in Turkey, with any particular 
folemnity. 


The 23d of September, which this 
year happened on the loth of the 

4 . 

Mahomedan month Zu al Huj, A.H. 

1201, is kept in Perfia as a grand 
fcftival, and was celebrated at Shi- * 
rauz with extraordinary rejoicings; 
it is called by the iPeiTians Ide Kor- The fcftirai 
ban, or the fcftival of facrilice; being KoibSin. 
the fame, they fay, as that in which 
Abraham offered up his Ion Ifaac, 
whom they call Ifmacl. A few 
'^^a) 3 previous to its commence¬ 
ment, cttch family takes care to 
Grcl>Kfc a fine fat flieep, which 
they defign for the facrifice, diftin- 
guilhcd b;^ the name of Gofefund 

Korban, 
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Korban, or the flieep of facrificc; 
this iliecp they take great care of, 
and he muft be without fpot or' 
blcmifh, in order to reprefent the 
purity of Ifaac. Tiid day being 
come, they adorn the with 

ribands, beads, and other finery j 
alfo ftaining his face, feet, and dif¬ 
ferent parts of his body with the 
herb Hinna. The neighbours re- 
ciprccaliy vifit each other, and cx- 
chiLje the with of a happy Ide or 
feltival. Their mode of falutation 
is Jde Suhttm Mubdrik bdjl^ed! May 
your fejiival be Jortttmte! The vi(5tim 
being ilain, they fend the dilTcrent 
parts of nini as prefents to theif^ 
friends and to the poor. Mmc, in- 
deed, do not referve any ptet 
themfelves; but every Mufflilmain 
is enjoined by his religion to give 
» a part 
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A part of what he Itills that clay to 
the indigent, who generally find 
means to make a comfortable 
meal. The day is fpent in the ut- 
moft fcllivity. Among thofc of 
higher rank, the following cere¬ 
monies are obferved: The Khin, 
or in his abfcncc the Beglerbeg, 
goes in prcceffion to the place of 
faci ificc, which is without the city, 
and is called the Korban GMt. A 
favourite camel, chofen for the oc- 
cafion, is led forth, which is drcllcd 
out in great finery, and is con- 
fidcred as facred. On their arrival 
at the place, the Khan £rll ilrikcs 
* a lance into the bread ot the ani¬ 
mal, anti the crowd arc permitted 
rliflh in, by which he is prefently 

^cut into a thqufand pieces; and 

* 

happy in their ^edimation is the 

p el Ton 
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perfoii who can procure the leaft 
portion of him, as they look upon 
it a great blelTing, and an infallible 
omen of future good fortune. The 
procefiion returns to the city, where 
a fcalToiding is crefted before the 
palace, and the people are enter¬ 
tained with rope-dancing, lingers 
(male and female), tumblers, ram¬ 
fighting, and other diverlions, until 
evening. The Ferfians, on this 
occafion, have aU of them by heart 
an ode made for the day, which 
they repeat as they walk the 
flrcctSi and chccrfulncfs, with con¬ 
tentment, fits on every countenance. 
As I livm in a native family, 
thought it proper on this^occalion 
to make a prefent to it of 
for the facrificc, hy which I aM 
forded great fatisfaction; and we 
• fpent 
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fpent the day in high mirth. In¬ 
deed I attributed my own com¬ 
fortable lituation, daring my re- 
fidence in Perfla» principally to my 
ready and general compliance with 
all their manners and cuftoms ^ a 
praftice I would advife every tra¬ 
veller, who widics to live agreeably 
in a llrange country, to obferve; 
experiencing myfclf the benefit of 
it in fo ample a manner. 

# 

The 30th of September, being 
the 17th of 7ai ill Unj, is alfo ob- 
ferved here a* a feftivah and is 
railed Ide KudetV, or the Feftival 
‘of Fate, being, accord^g to the 

J 

Perfians, the day in \Vliich their 
irophet Mahomet bequeathed the 
Caliphat to Alt his fon-imlaw, nine 
days before he .died j but this is 

denied 




t 


Ide Kydeer# 
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denied by the Turks and others 
of the fedl of the Sunnics, and has 
been the caufe of much animofity 
and bloodlhcd. 


No place in the world produces 
the neceflTaries of life in greater 
abundance and pcrfedlion than Shi- 
rauz; nor is there a more delight¬ 
ful fpot in nature to be conceived, 
than the vale in which it is firuated, 
either for the falubritv of the air, 
or for the profulion of every thing 
neccllary to render life comfortable 

The fruits cf and agreeable. The licids yield 
shwaM. plenty of rice, wheat, and barley, 

which they generally begin to reap'- 
in the niorTch of May, and by the 
middle of July the harvefl is com^ 
plctcd. Mott of the European fruits ^ 
are produced here, and many of 

them 


I 
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them arc fuperior ia £izc atfd fla¬ 
vour to what can be raifed in Eu¬ 
rope, particularly the apricot and 
grape. Of the grape of Shirauz 
there arc fcveral forts, all of them 
very good, but two or three more 
particularly fo than the reft; one is 
the large white grape, called Reeih 
flaba, without feed, which is ex¬ 
tremely lufcious and agreeable to 
the tafte; the fmall white grape, 
called Alkcri, alfo without feed, 
and as fweet as fugar; the black 
grape, of which the celebrated 
wine of Shira'uz is made. This 
wine is prelled by the Armenians 
'and Jews, in the months jof Otftober 
and November, and a vaft deal is 
^exported annually to Abu Shchr, 
and other pans in the Perfian 
Gulph, fdr the Ijjpply of the India 
G ’ market- 
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market. The wine of Shirauz is 

■ 

really delicious, and welUdcferving 
of praife; fo much fo, that people 
who have drank it for a fpace of 
lime foldom care for* any other, 
though at the fird taftc it is rather 
unplcafant to an European. They 
have another kind of large red 
grape, called Sahlbi, the bunches 
of which weigh feven or eight 
pounds each: it is lharp and rough 
to the tade, and makes vinegar of 
a very fuperior quality. The cher¬ 
ries here arc but indiflerent; but 
a^pl^i^ ‘pears, melons, peaches, 
quinces, :^ctarincs, and the gage 
plums, ars all very good, and in', 
the gi eatclrplenty. The pomegra¬ 
nate is good to a proverSj the 
FciTians call it the fruit of Para- 
dife. 


The 



Tour from bengal to Persia* 

The breed of horfes in the*pro- 
vince of Fars is at prefent very in- 
difFerent, owing to the ruinous ftate 
of the country; but in the province 
of Dufhtiftaan, lying to the fouth- 
weft, it is remarkably good* The 
Ihecp are of a fuperior flavour, 
owing to the excellence of the paf- 
turage in the neighbourhood of 
Shirauz, and are alfo celebrated for 
the flnenefs of their fleece: they 
have tails of an extraordinary fize, 
feme of which I have feen weig^ 
upwards of thirty pounds j but 
thofc which are fold in the nlRrkets 
do not weigh above fix v feven. 
Their oxen are large and ftrong, 
but their flefti is feldom eaten by 
the nati^s, who confine themfelves 

^hiefly to that of iheep and fowls. 

« 

Provjfioos of all ‘kinds are very 

L chea*p; 
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cheap; and the neighbouring 
mountains affording an ample fup* 
ply of fnow throughout the year, 
the mcanefl artificer of Shlrauz may 
have his water and fruits cooled 
without any espcnce worthy his 
confide rat ion: this fnow being ga¬ 
thered on the tops of the moun¬ 
tains, and brought in carts to the 
city, is fold in the markets. The 
price of provifions is regulated at 
Shirauz with the greateft exadlnefs, 
by the Daroga, or judge of the po¬ 
lice, who fets a fixed price upon 
every article, and no fhop-kceper 
dares to,demand more, under the 
fevere pei^alty of lofing his nofe and 
ears; fuch being the punilhment 
attached to a crime of this nature % 
by which means the poorell inha-^ 
bitants are efiediaally fecured frona 
' impo- 
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impoGtion. in fo capital an*article 
as the neceHaries of life. 

Manufactures and trade are at 
prefent gre*atly decayed in Perfia, 
the people having had no interval 
of peace to recover thetnfclvcs Giice 
the death of Kerim Khan to the 
prefent period; but if a regular 
and permanent government were 
once again to be eftabUflicd, there 
is little doubt but they would flou- 
rifh, as the PerGans are very inge¬ 
nious, of quick capacities, and even 
the lower clafs of artificers arc in- 
duflrious and diligent. They work 
•in filltgrec and ivory remarkably 
well, and are good turners. They 
have at Shlrauz a gtafs manufac- 
■ tory, where they caft very good 
glafs, of which gfeat quantities are 

L* 2 exported 


Manufae- 
turca and 
trader 
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cxpopted to different parts of Per- 
lia; by which the manufacturers 
acquire conllderable profit. Moft 
of the woollen goods, filks and 
worked linens, arc brought from 
Yezd and Carmania, from both of 
which places they alfo export felts 
and carpets. A great quantity of 
copper is produced from Tauris, 
and other of the more northern 
parts of Ferfia. K6m is remarkable 
for excellent fwbrd-blades; but at 
prefent all trade with Europeans is 
flopped ^ and the ffate of the coun¬ 
try does not promife a fpeedy re¬ 
turn of if. India goods are im¬ 
ported chiefly from Abu Shehr. In ‘ 
matters of trade amongff the na¬ 
tives, the whole is under the regu¬ 
lation of the Calobnter, or town- 

% 

clerk, who regulktes the duties to 
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he paid to the Khan on all iii^iorts; 
this is fometiines executed with a 
fevcrity which leaves the merchant 
little or no profit upon his goods. 
This oificef has an apartment in the 
grand Caravanferai, where him- 
felf or his afilfiant refideSj who 
is called the Goom Rook, or Cuf- ^ 
tom-mallcr, and is always prelent 
on the arrival of a caravan. All • 
goods arc opened here, even to the 
meanefi article, and a duty is ex* 
afled upon every thing foreign. 
This office affords a field for great 
knavery, which I doubt nbt is often 
praftifed, as I have frequently 
heard the merchants complain of 
the opprefiive difpolitidn of the pre- 
fent fuperintendant with much acri¬ 
mony: this proceeding cannot how¬ 
ever be j^refumed to have the fanc- 
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tion ctf the Khan, as ic is moil pro* 
bablc he is often defrauded with¬ 
out its coming to his knowledge; 
for a perfon dctei51ed in the practice 
of thefe tricks would bnqueftion- 
ably fuffer death. 

Till? tiimare Tlic climatc of Sliirauz is one of 
ofShraua. moft Rgrccable in the world, 

the extremes of heat and cold being 
fcldom felt. During the fprirg of 
the year the fac“ of the couniry 
appears uncommonly beautiful. 
The dowers, of which they have a 
great variety, and of the briglueft 
hues, the fragtant herbs, Ihrubs, 
and plants, the rnfe, the fweet ba- * 
fil, and the myrtle, all here contri¬ 
bute to rcfrefli and perfume the 
natural mildnefs of the air. The 
nightingale of the garden (called 

by 
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by the Perfians Boolbul Hezgr Daf~ 

% 

taan)^ the goldfinch, and the linnet, 
by their melodious warblings, at 
this delightful fcafon of the year, 
ferve to add to the fatisfadlion of 
the mind, and to infpire it with the 
moll plcafing ideas. The beauties 
of nature arc here depi<5ted in their, 
fullefl: extent; the natural hi/lorian 
and the botanift would here meet . 
tv'.th ample fcope for purfuing their 
favourite inveflig^itions. Withfuch 
advantages, added to the falubrity 
of the air, how can it be wondered 
at, that the inhabitants tJf Shirauz 
fliould fo confidently afiert the pre¬ 
eminence of their own city to any 
other in the world i—^r that fuch 
beauties fiiould fail of calling forth 
the poetical exertions of a Hafiz, a 
S,yi, or *a Jamt.’ Their mornings 

f/ 4 • and 
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and evenings are cool, but the 
middle of the day is very picafant. 

In fummer the thermometer fel- 
dom rifes above feventy-three in 
the day time, and at night it gene¬ 
rally links as low as fixty-two. The 
autumn is the worll fcafon of the 
year, that being the time when the 
rains begin to fall, and during the 
, autumnal months it is confidcred 
by natives as the moH unhealthy} 
colds, lluxes, and,fevers being very 
general. In winter, a vaft deal of 
fnow falls, and very thick, but ice 
is rarely* to be found, except on 
the fummits of the mountains, or 
towards Ifpahan, and the more * 
northern paVts of Perfia. One thing, 
which is moft to be edeemed in this 
country, and renders it preferable to 
any other part of the Vorld, is 
- their 
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their nights, which'are alwa}^ clear 
and bright, and the dew chat in 
moft places is of fo pernicious and 
dangerous a nature, is not of the 
lead ill conlcquence here: there is 
none at all in fummer, and in the 
other feafons it is of fuch a nature, 
that if the brighted feimitar diould 
he erpofed to it all the night, it 
would not receive the lead rud j a 
clrcumdancc I have myfelf expe¬ 
rienced. This drynefs in the air 
caufes their buildings to lad a great 
while, and is undoubtedly one of 
the principal reafons that The cele¬ 
brated ruins of Perfepolis have en- 
I dared for fo many ages, and com¬ 
paratively fpeaking, in^o perfedt a 
date; that place being dtuated in 
much fuch another valley as Shi- 
rauz, and but two days journey 

from 
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from^ thence. The nights in Perfia, 
and more particularly in the fouih- 
ern parts of ir, are moft exccnently 
adapted for the fcience of aftrono- 
niy, being of extraordinary bright- 
nefs, and far preferable in that 
point to what I have obferved in 
any country in which it has been 
my fortune to refidc- 

In attempting to fay any thing 
of the charaf^lcB of the I’crfians, I 
am fcnfiblc of t!ie difficulty of the 
undertaking, from niy being fo 
iliort a 'time amori'gft them. An 
acquaintance with the real charac^ 
ter of a people is only capable ofi 
being atcaVned by a very long re- 
fidenre j yet as, during my flay in 
Perfia, from the fituation I was 
placed in, by living in a native fa- 

mily, 
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mily, I had an opportunity fee¬ 
ing more of the nature and difpo- 
fition of the middling fort of people, 
and their manners and cudoms, 
than perhaps has fallen to the lot of 
moft travellers, I am induced to 
give the few obfervations 1 made 
during that period. The Perfians, 
with rcfpeifl to outward behaviour, 
are certainly the Parifians of the 
Eaft. Whilft a rude and infolent de¬ 
meanour peculiarly marks the cha- 
radlcr of the Turkifh nation to¬ 
wards foreigners and Chriflians, 
the behaviour of the Perfian*s would, 
on the contrary, do honour to the 
•moil civilized nations: they are 
kind, courteous, civil ailid obliging 
to all llrangers, without being 
guided by thofe ’religious preju¬ 
dices fo very prevalent in every 

Ollier 
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Other 'Mahomedan nation; they arc 
fond of enquiring after the man¬ 
ners and cultoms of Europe; and, 
in return, very readily alTord any 
information in refiieifto their own 
country. The pra<^icc of liofpi- 
tality is with them fo grand a point, 
that a man thinks himfclf highly 
honoured if you will enter his 
houfe and partake of what the fa¬ 
mily affords; whereas going out 
of a houfe, without fmoking a 
Calean, or taking any other re- 
frefhmenr, is deemed, in Perfia, a 
high affront; they fay that every 
meal a ffranger partakes with them 
brings a blefling upon the houfe: 
to account‘for this, we muff under- 
ffand it as a pledge of faith and 
protection, when we confider that 
the continual w^rs in 'which this 


■f 


country 
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country has been involvedi* with 
very little ceUation, fince the ex¬ 
tinction of the Seh family, have 
greatly tended to an univerfal de¬ 
pravity of dlfpoiition, and a perpe¬ 
tual inclination to aCts of hollUicy. 

This has leflened that foftnefs and 
urbanity of manners for which this 
nation has been at all former times 
fo famous; and has at the fame 
time too much extinguished all 
fentiments of honour and humani¬ 
ty amongd thofc of higher rank. 

The Perlians^, in their Oonverfa- Theirtiyper- 

• bolical JGodc 

non, ufe fuch extravagant and hy- ofaddrefi. 
perbolical compliments on the moft 
trilling occalions, that h would at 
firft infpire a ftranger with an idea, 
that every inhabitant of the place 
was willifig to lay down his life, 

■Ihcd 
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filed his blood, or fpcnd his money 
in his fervice; and this mode of 
add refs (which in fatft means no¬ 
thing) is obfcrved not only by thofe 
of a higher rank, but even amongfi 
the meaned artificers, the loweft of 
which will make no fcrupic, on 
your arrival, of ofiering you the 
city of Shirauz and all its appurte¬ 
nances, as a peifhkuili or prefent. 
This bchavious appears at firft very 
remarkable to EJiropeans, but after 
a fiioi t time becomes equally fami¬ 
liar. Freedom of converfation is a 
thing totally unknown in Petfia, as 
that ‘ijrJJx Live citfi is proverbially in 
the mouth of every one.—The fear’ 
of cliains Which bind their bodies 
has ubo enflavcd their minds; and 
their converfation to men of fupc<; 
rior rank to thcmfclves is marked 

with 
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with figns of the moft abjeft and 
ilavifli fubmiflion} while, on the 
contrary, they are as haughty and 
overbearing to their inferiors. The 
exceflive fear and awe they fland 
in before the great, is exemplified 
in a circumfianee I fiiall mention, 
which happened when I accompa¬ 
nied Mr. Jones, of tlic Bufibra 
Fadlory, to thePerfian camp, in an 
audience we were admitted to with 
Jaafar Khan. The Khan had or¬ 
dered Mr. Jones to be ihewn his 
horfes i who having fecn them, was 
afkcd which h*c liked the bett. Mr. 
Jones told him (through me) that 
he approved very much of the ftud 
in general, but that/two horfes 
(naming them) were entitled to 
more particular attention. This the 
man whb acccfnpanicd us, and 

•who 



i6o 


InAance of 
lervilhj* 


OBSERVATIONS MADE OK A 

who in the capacity of a gentle- 

man ulher, interpreted to the Khan 
in the following terms: “ He fays 
that all the horfes are the fineft 
“ that ever were feenl but as to 
“ the two marked out, their equal 
** is not to be found in any part of 
“ the world.” And at this anfver 
the Khan himfelf feemed pleafed; 

no doubt from having been ufed to 
no other language from his in¬ 
fancy. 

The Perfians, in their converfa- 
tion. aim much at elegance, and 
are perpetually repeating verfes 
and paflages from the works of 
their moft favourite poets, Hafiz* 
Sadi, and Jami; a practice univer- 
fally prevalent, from the higheft 

to the loweft: bcA<aufe thofe who 

^ * 

• have 
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have not the advantages of reading 
and writing, or the other benefits 
arifing from education, bjr the 
help of their memories, which are 
very retentive, and what they learn 
by heart, are always ready to bear 
their part in converfation. They 
alfo delight much in jokes and 
quaint exprefiions, and are fond of 
playing upon each other; which 
they Ibmetimes do with great ele- 
gance and irony. There is one 
thing much to be admired in their 
converfations, .which is the firid^ 
attention they always pay to the 
perfon fpeaking, whom they never 
interrupt on any account. They 
are in general a perfonable, and in 
many refpeifls a handfome, people: 
their coiqplexions, faving thofe 
who are expofed t4 the inclemencies 

of 
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of the weather, arc as fair as Eu¬ 
ropeans. 

The women at Shir^uz have at 
all times been celebrated over thbfc 
of other parts of Perlia for their 
beauty, and not without roafon. 
Of thofe whom I had the fortune 
to fee during my reiidcncc, and 
who were moftly relations and 
friends of the family I lived in, 
many were tall and well fhaped; 
but their bright and fparkUng eyes 
was a very ilriking beauty: this, 
however, is in a great meafure 
owing to art, as they rub their 
eye-brows ^and eye-lids with the 
black powder of antimony (called 
furma), which adds an incom¬ 
parable brilliancy to thtir natural 
luflfe. The laifge black eye is 

in 
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in moft cHimation ainon^ the 
Pcrfians, and this is the moft 
common at Shirauz. As the wo¬ 
men in Mahomedan countries are, 
down to the meaneft, covered with 
a veil from head to foot, a fight 
is never to be obtained of them ' 
in the flreet; but from my iitua- 
tion, I have feen many of tlicm • 
•within doors, as when any came 
to vifit the family where 1 lived, 

•which many did, diretSted by their 
curiofity to fee an European, un- 
derdanding I belonged to tlie houfe, 
they made no fcruple of puJHng 
^ff their veils, and convcrfing with 
great inquifitivenefs nnd fami¬ 
liarity, which feemed much grati¬ 
fied by my ready cfimpkance with 
their requefts, in unforming them 
of European cuftoras and manntrs. 

Ml * and 
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and never failed to procure me 
thanks> with the additional cha- 
radler of a good natured Feringy 
(the appellation by which all Eu¬ 
ropeans are diftinguiflied). The 
women in Perlia« as in all Maho- 
medan nations, after marriage, are 
very little better than flaves to their 
hufbands. Thofe mild and fami¬ 
liar endearments which grace the 
focial board of an European, and 
which at the fame time they afford 
a mutual fatisfatSlion to either ier, 
tend allb to refine and polilh man¬ 
ners, are totally unknown in Ma- 
homedan countries. The hufbandi^ 
of a fufpicipus temper, and chained 
down by an obllinate and perfe- 
vering eti<ju(£lte, thinks himfelf 
affronted even w the inquiry of a 
friend after the health of his wife. 

Calling 
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Calling her by name, is nevQr al-* 
lowed of; the mode of addrels 
muft be, “ May the mother of fuch 
*' a fon, or fuch a daughter, be 
** happy; I hope Ihe is in health.** 
And none, except thofe of the 
ncareft kin, as a brother, or uncle, 
are ever allowed to fee the females ' 
of the family unveiled; it would 
be deemed as an infult.^Thrice * 
happy ye, my fair and amiable 
countrywomen, who, born and edu¬ 
cated in a land of freedom, can, 
without violating the laws of pro¬ 
priety, both give and receive the 
benefit of Ibcial intercourfe, unim- 
prcfied by the baneful cffefls of 
jealoufy! Rejoice thatf thefe blefiP 
ings are afforded youJ^which have 
inculcated the ia^nhsints of libe¬ 
rality and politlnefs, and which 

IV 3 • Hill 
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Hill cofitribuce to enhance the value 
of focicty, ami to fccure you a per¬ 
manent and unalloyed felicity!—■ 
The Perfian ladies, however, dur¬ 
ing the days of courtflxip, have in 
their turn pre-eminence i a miftrefs 
making no fcruple of commanding 
her lover to iland all day long at 
the door of her fatlici’s houfe, re¬ 
peating verfes in praife of her 
beauty and accomplilhmcntsj and 
this is the general way of making 
love at Shirauz; a lover raicly 
being admitted to a fight of his 
iniftrefs, "before the marriage con¬ 
tract is figned. 


The Perllans, in their difpolitions, 
arc much incl'ij;|ed to fudden anger; 
quick, fiery **ailb.-very ienfible of 
affronts, which t^cy immediately 


re Cent 
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rcfent on the fpot. They,arc a 
brave and courageous people; but I 
have bef’ore faid, that their frequent 
wars have much depriaved their 
ancient urbanity of manners • and 
this ferocity of difpolition has alfo 
introduced a flrtfe, peculiar to the 
lower clafs of inhabicanis of Shi-- 
rauz. When two people begin 
fighting, it always raifes a great 
crowd, who generally fcparately 
take the part of one or the other in 
the conteft, and the whole pre- 
fenily becomes a fccnc of tumult 
and confufion, until the arrival of 
the Daroga, or judge of the police, 
who puts an end to the fray. Thefe 
riots are very frequ^t, and even 
the boys are fondjof running to 
them, in order i^dnav^WIiare in the 
contention. In their capacities they 

4 * are 
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are ready* prompt* and ingenious: 
but thcfe talents they too often 
employ in the mod difcrcditablc 
vray, being the greateft liars in the 
world* pradtifing the molt impro¬ 
bable falfities with the graved: air 
imaginable; and fo far from being 
abashed by a dete<£lion, they al¬ 
ways endeavour to turn it off with 
a laugh* and even confefs tbem- 
felvcs, that they think there is no 
harm in telling a lye* provided it 
can be of any benefit to themfelves; 
and they-will always, in every 
bufincis they arc engaged in* en¬ 


deavour fird to bring it about by 
lying and knavery; which, if un- 


faccefsful (djs thofc with whom 

they deal aib'^ull as expert as 

themfclvesV'^tli^,will then con- 

\ 

elude the bargainiwim truth and 
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honefty; but either way is equally 
indifferent to them. 


The Perilans univerfally have a Thefiiperfli- 
fixed belief in the efficacy of vJ"- **** 
charmsi omens, talifmans, and 
other fuperftitions. Belidcs what 
they have received ffnee their con- ‘ 
verilon to Mahomedanifm, they 
have in general retained all that * 
their anceffors before pratflifed. 

Indeed, the only diilcrencc is, that 
what was before authorifed and 
commanded by th.; M^ian reli¬ 
gion, has been fuol'cquently al¬ 
lowed by the religion of Mahomed. 

They are, of all people, the moff 
addi(n:ed to the idea of^ortunate or 

r 

aufpicioas days a nd^Jfo urs, the diet 
Jafii aique nefe^t f<9tpans s and 

even on the minutell and moff 

trifling 
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trifling occalions 117111 feek for a 
lucky moment. Going a journey 
can never be performed without 
firft confulting a book of Omens* 
chapter of which’begins with 
R particular letter of the alphabet^ 
which is deemed fortunate or in- 
aul'picious; and fliould they un¬ 
luckily {litcli upon one of the latter* 
the journey mull of courfc be de¬ 
layed until a more favourable op¬ 
portunity. Entering a new houfe* 
the putting on of a new garment* 
with numbeliefs other common 
and irimng occurrences, arc de¬ 
termined by motions equally ab- 
furd and frivolous. In their mar¬ 
riages they way the ftritfteft atten¬ 
tion to this I^^t; a lucky hour for 
figning and another 

tor the wedding-day* being eftcem- 
' cd 

p 
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cd abrulutcly ncccflary to*, the 
future happincfs of the intended 
couple, Thofe alfo who are in 
good circumflances, generally fend 
for a Muurfjim, or atlrologcr, )< 
the birth of a child, in order im 
calculate his horofeope with the 
utmoll cxa<n;nefs. 


To a man they have their Talif- 
mans, which arc generally fotnc 
fcntcnce from the Koran, or fay¬ 
ing of their prophet Ali, wrincn 
either upon paper, or engraved 
upon a fmall plate of filver; which 
they bind round their arms, and 
' other parts of the body; but thofe 
of higher rank make t^c of rubies, 
emeralds, and other j^cious ftones. 
The women of CQaptiof^^ia^ve fmall 
iilver plates of a circular form, 

upon 
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upon which are engraved fentenccs 
from the Koran; which, as well as 
thcTalifmans, they bind about their 
arms with pieces of red and green 
hlk, and look upon them as never- 
failing charms againft the fafei- 
nations of the Devil, or wicked 
fpirits (whom they call Deebs), 
and who they fay are conflantly 
roaming about the world, to do all 
the mifehief in their power. They 
a'"c equally abford in their ideas 
oi MC heavenly bodies, at leall the 
middling and lower clafs of people, 
particularly in refpedf to the falling 
of the liars, eclipfes of the fun and 
moon, and the appearances of 
meteors an(& comets. As for their 
religious fylteni, they believe there 
are nine..,ii^avehw the lowed of 
which is that immediately above 

their 
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their heads: they imagine, there¬ 
fore. that on the falling of a ftar« 
it is occafioned by the angels in the 
lower heaven giving blows on the 
heads of the devils, for attempting 
to penetrate into thofe regions. Mr. 
Han way has taken notice of this 
circumltance in his travels; and ic 
is the firm belief of the Perfians in 
general, and even among!! fome of 
thofe who, from their education 
and fenfc, ought to he better in. 
formed. 


Among other cufioms of a fuper. Curwa* 
flitious nature, they believe that ^armingtht 
fcorpions, of which there are great 


numbers in this cci^i^ry, and very 
venomous, may bo^prived of the 
powerxf ftingiijl^ bysjjeans of a 
certain prayer which they make 

ufe 
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ufe of. The perfoii who has the 
power of binding, as it is called* 
turns his face towards the hga 
Scorpio, in the hcavjens, which 
they all know, and repeats this 
prayer. Every perfon prefent, at 
the conclufion of a fentence, claps 
his hands; after this is done, they 
think that they are pcrfetflly fafe: 
nor, if they Hiould chance to fee 
any fcorpions during that night, 
do they fcruple taking hold of 
them, trufling to the cllicacy of 
this fancied all-powcvful charm. 
I have frequently feen the man in 
whofc family t lived, repeat the 
above prayer, on being defired by 
his cihh!r <-0 fti hind the fcorpions; 
after which ih^A whole family has 
gone quiot^y anoT*contentedly to 
bed, fully perftiadcd they could re¬ 


ceive 
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ceive no hurt by them. Daring 
the fummer fcafon, fcorpions ap¬ 
pear in great numbers; they arc 
quite black in appearance, and 
very large, and the fting of them 
is dangerous, but not mortal: thofe, 
however, which are found in the 
more northern parts of Pcrlla, and 
particularly in the province of 
Cadiun, are of fo dangerous a na¬ 
ture, as often to caufe immediate 

■ 

death. 

The Perfians arc, of all Maho- Not fempn- 

jouKcfdriQk^ 

medan nations, the leaft fcrupulous »"S win** 
of drinking wine, as many of them 
do it publicly, and almoft all of 
them in private {cxcj^pting thofe 
vtho have pcrformejjumc pilgrimage 
to Mecca, and men o?"^eligion): 
they alio are very liable to be quar- 

relfomc 
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relfome when, inebriated, which 
is often attended with fatal confe* 
quences. They eat opium, but 
in much lefs quantities than the 
Turks; and indeed in*every thing 
they fay or do, eat or drink, they 
make a point to be as didferenc 
from this nation as polUble, whom 
they deteA to a man, beyond mea- 
furei elleeming Jews and Chriftians 
fuperior to them, and much nearer 
to falvation. They publicly curfe 
and abufe the three firft Caliphs 
after Mahomed, Mu Bekerf Omar. 

r a 

and O/maftf whom they fay were 
ufurpers and tyrants, and unjuAly 
deprived their prophet Ali of his 
right of the Caliphat. Itisimpof- 
fiblc to conccxY^Lj the great venera¬ 
tion the^exprels ibr Ali, both 
in their books and in their con- 
’ verfation: 


(42 
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vcrfation: they cfteem him to be 
the moil excellent and learned man 
that ever lived, and not inferior in 
good qualities to Mahomed him- 
fclf, cxceptihg in his exprefs dig¬ 
nity, as a heavenly mlHionary. 

They fay that Ali was the only man 
the world ever produced, who could 
converfe in all languages; and that 
hnce him no one has appeared upon 
earth with an equal knowledge. 

As one inflance to what exrefs sxccfljireK' 

fpeft for Ali. 

the common people carry their ve¬ 
neration, I fhall mention a fpeech 
made ufe of by the Cheharwadar, 
hr Madcr of the Cahla, with whom 
1 travelled to Shirauz:—pne of his 
auilUnts making ufe. df the com¬ 
mon expreflion, 0 God! O^li! he 
immediately replied, iVp, w, AUJirft, 

N tdod 
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God Jecond! —The title of Ameer al 
Moumincen, or Commander of the 
Faithful, when made ufe of-by the 
Perfians, is always applied to Ali; 
for they will not alloiV there hav¬ 
ing been rightfully any other. It 
is a common term of abufe amongft 
the lower clafs of people, when 
in a palBon, to call their opponents 
the fon of a Sunni, or follower of 
Omar, implying that they could 
not wifli him a more reproachful 
condition. The Perlians reckon the 

right of fucccllion to the Caliphat 

# ^ 

to confilt of twelve Imaums, or 
Heads of the Faith, whom they de¬ 
duce from the family of their Pro-* 
phet; than is, from his daughter 
Fatima, wh6m be gave in marriage 
to Al i, ^.d from thence to his two 
fons by that marriage, tiuHun and 
‘ Htiilein, 
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Hufleitij and their chiltlrcl^ dc- 
fcendants. They moreover allege* 
that the Prophet, in his life-time, 
did publicly declare that Ali and 
his family dhould fuccecd to the 
Caliphat, both in fpiritual and tem¬ 
poral matters. This, however, the 
Turhs deny, affirming that the right 
of fucceffion was from the free 
election of the people, and that by 
that right the three firft Caliphs 
took poHcffion of ihe throne. 


The twelve Imaums, in which The tweWe 
the Perfians efteeraed the true right 
of the Caliphat to confift, arc as 
•follow: id, Ali, who ought to have 
come immediately aftec Mahomed, 
but fucceeded the fourtn from him, 
as above mentioned. — ad, Huffun, 
the eldeft Ton of Ali, put to death 

N 2 'by 
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by the Caliph Moavreia} or, as 
others fay, poifoned by Aycfha, the 
widow of Mahomet, for oppoUng 
her intrigues,—3d, Huflein, the fe- 
cond fon of Ali, killed at Kirbelai, 
in Eerack Arabt, in the war agaiaft 
the Caliph Yezeed, fon of Moaweia: 
the death of which laft two perfons 
gave rife to the annual mourning* 
obferved fo foleinnly by the Per- 
Hans, and others of the feift of the 
Sheias —4th, Zein al Abudeen, the 
fon of Hullein, put to death by Wa- 
lid the Pirrt, the fon of Abdul Me- 
leck.—5thi Mahomed al Bawkir, 
the fon of Zein al Abudeen, put to 
death by order of HaOiim, the fon> 
of Abdul Mclcck.—6th, Jaafar al 
Sadick, the' fon of Mahomed al 
Bawkir,j^ut to death by order of 
Abu Jaafar Dowanike£.-^7th, Moufa 
' Kazim, 
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Kazim^ the fon of Jaafar al Sadick, 
put to death by order of Harooa 
Abbafi» at Bagdad.—8th, AU Ibn 
Moufa al Reza, put to death by or¬ 
der of AlniS.cuoun Abbafi. It was 
in honour of this Imauin that ShMi 
Abbas built the famous- molque at 
Mefched, and commanded his fub- 
jcifls to make pilgrimages thither, 
to prevent the carrying out the im- ’ 
raenfc fums of money expended 
annually by thofe who 'Ont to 
Mecca in Arabia j a ver, wile and 
politic ftrokct by whicn means he 
caufed Perlia to ilourim more in 
his reign than it had done for a 
long time before, or has ever lince. 

—9th, Mahomed al Tukce, the fon of 
AU Ibn Reza, put to death by or¬ 
der of Almamoun Abbali.—toth, 

Ali al Nultee, the fon of Mahomed 

N 3 ' al 
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al Tukee, put to death at Samara, 
by order of Moatizim Abbafi.— 
iith, HulTun Aikerit the Ton of 
AH al Nukee, put to death by order 
Moatizim AbbaG.—lath, Mahomed 
al Mahadi, the fon of HulTun AT* 
kcri, who difappearcd in the reign 
of Moatemud AbbaG, and who 
the PerGans cxpc< 5 f will be again 
viGblc before the end of the world. 
He has the title of lluzurut Siiheb 
i^itnaun, or Lord' of Time, and is 
always nicnri^^ncd by them w'itli 
the higheft rcrpc»n:. Thcfc twelve 
Imaun.j arc difallowcd by the 
Turks, and others of the fcdl of 
thiiiir, who fay that, excepting Ali, 
they were aW juilly put to death for 
icbellious practices againG the go- 
vciiiiucnij under which they lived: 
but they arc cUccnicd as Ya i nts and 
‘ martyrs 
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martyrs by ihe Pcrfians, and the 
only true and lawful Caliphs, which 
they confirm in the recital of their 
Kelcma, or creed, by adding the 
words, “ and Mi is the friend of God ^ 
an cxpreHIon which the Turks 
omit. 

Matters of religion in Perfia, as 
before obferved, are managed by 
the Sheick al Scllauni, or the Head 
of the Faith, an* office anfwcving 
to that of Mufti atnon,' the Turks. 
He takes cognizance of ail eccle- 
liaflical matters, and on public fes¬ 
tivals and other occafions preaches 
in the grand mof(|ue; but he has 
not, like the Mufti, 'any power in 
affiiirs of ftate, being entirely con- 

fmctl to his religious office. 

* 

N 4 , la 


Matters of 

reltg^crn tut- 
fuged by 
SKcick 
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In point of drefs, the Perfians dif¬ 
fer remarkably from the Turks; for 
in Turky any perfon who was not 
a Seiiid, or defeendant of the Fro- 
phet» wearing the leaft'green upon 
his garment, would moll probably 
be Honed; whereas in Perfia, the 
general and favourite colour is 
green, even to their fhoes; and 
people of all pcrfualions and de¬ 
nominations may wear it as they 
plcafe. A Turk allb thinks him- 
felf delilcd by the touch of a Chrif- 
tian, even on liis garments. The 
Perfians, on the contrary, will cat 
out of the fame plate, drink out of 
the fame cup, and fmokc out of 
the fame Calean, as readily as they 
would with their own children ; 
at lead 1 have conflantly experi¬ 
enced this myfcif, during my re- 

fideuce 
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iidence in Pcrfia, while living in a 
native family. The Perfians, in 
fome parts of their devotions, difTor 
from the Turks, as they always 
pray with open hands j whereas 
thofe of the Turks are clofcd and 
placed before them. The Periians 
alfo, in their ablutions, before 
prayer, vvafli their faces and beards 
with their right hand only, the 
other being referved for meaner 
occailons, and they only flightly 
touch the fore and hind part of 

their feet; but the T urks waQi 

• • 

with both hands, and rub all over 
their feet. The Jaid Numaz, or 
“carpet on which they pray, is al¬ 
ways endeavoured to* be placed 
with the upper part of it facing 
to ihe temple of Mecca, but this 
they only guefs at. 

• In 


i8j 
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More tole¬ 
rant in their 
rcljgiDiJs 
idesrs than 
th? Tnrk^. 


In,'religious opinions they are 
far more tolerant than the Turks: 
they acknowledge the authority of 
the Old and New Teftamenr, which 


they fay were fent fiom heaven* 
and delivered to Mofes and Chrift, 


equally with their Koran j only 
they ailirm that the laft was given 
to purify and correift the errors of 
the two former, which they pre¬ 
tend have been much corrupted 
from their original ftate, both by 
Jews and Chrillians. They acknow- 
ledge Jefus Chrift to have been a 

r i ^ 

great \ lophet, but deny him to 
have been the Son of God, and the 


Saviour of Mankind; and pretend 
that their prophet Mahomed is the 
laft or fcal of the prophets, the 
number of which, they fay, a- 
mounis to one hundred and twenty- 

w 

' five 
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five thou fand; from which circum- 
ilancc he is called Khatim al Am- 
beai, or, as I have explained, the 
Seal of the Prophets. In their opi¬ 
nion, all n^ttions arc to be con¬ 
verted to Mahomedanifm on the 
day of judgment; and on that day 
the people of each faith dying to 
their particular prophet for pro- 
tedtion, fluil by him be Icreened 
and defended from God's wrath, 
through mediailoiH and Imally be¬ 
come all of one faith, which is to 
be Mahomedanifm. In like man- 
ncr they apply many thingt, to their 
own Impoftor, which only belong 
•to our Saviour. 


1S7 


The mode of living of the Per- Their node 
fians is in general as follows: They 
always rillE at day-break, in order 


• to 
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to perform their devotions. Their 
fird prayer is denominated Numaz 
Soobh, or the morning prayer j it 
is faid before fun-rife, after which 
they cat a {light meal,' called Nafh- 
ta, or break fad; this confifts of 
grapes, or any other fruits of the 
feafon, with a little bread, and 
cheefe made of goat’s milk j they 
afterwards drink a cup of very 
ftrong coffee, without milk or fu- 
gar; then the Calean, or pipe, is 
introduced. The Perfians, from 
the highell to the lowed ranks, all 

kr 

fmoke tobacco. 

Their fecond hour of prayer is 
called Numav. Zohur, or mid-day 
prayer, and is always repeated 
when the fun declines from the 
meridian. Their dinner, or Chafht, 

which 
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which is foon after this pjsayer, 

* 

conhfts of curds, breads and fruits 
of various kinds; animat food not 
being nfual at this nieah 

The third hour of prayer is catted 
Numaz 'Afur, or the afternoon 
prayer* faid about four o’clock. 

The fourth hour of prayer is 
Numaz Shum, or evening prayer, 
which is faid aftty fun-fet j when 
this is finiQied, the I’crfian;* eat 
their principal meal, called Shami, 
or fupper. Tlfis generally coniifls 
of a Pilau, drclled with rich mcat- 
' fauces, and highly fcafoacd with 
various fpices: fometiipes they eat 
Ktbaab, or roaft meat. When the 
meal is ready, a fervant brings no¬ 
tice thereof, and at the fame time 

prefents 
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prefents a ewer and water; they 
then walh their hands, which is an 
invariable cudom with the Ferfians, 
both before and after eating. They 
eat very quick, conveying their 
food to their mouths with their 
iingers; the ufe of knives and 
forks being unknown in Pcrlia. 
Sherbets of dilFercnt forts are in¬ 
troduced, and the meal concludes 
with a deflert of delicious fruits. 
The fupper being fini£hed, the fa¬ 
mily fit in a circle, and entertain 
each other by relating pleafant fto- 
lies (of which thcy'are excellively 
fond), and alfo by repeating paf> 
fages from the works of their moft 
favourite pQpts, and amufing them- 
fclvcs at various kinds of games. 
The flftli and lad prayer is dyled 
Numaz Akhir, the laft prayer; or 

fome- 
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fometimcs Numaz Sheb, or the 
night prayer, repeated about an 
hour after fupper. 

The dry,of Shirauz is divided The great 

f^fpea of tbv 

into twelve diflrids, or neighbour* Pcrfian$ 

ftir ch«ir 

hoods; over each of which one of 
their Imaums, or Heads of Faith, 
is believed to prefide, as a kind of 
guardian angel. Every Thurfday 
night, which the Perflans call the 
night of Friday, _ the cryers and 
■other dome dies of the mofqucs 
make a Zikir, that is, a recital of 
the life and good adione of the 
hnaum or Saint who prrfidcs over 
the diftrids, by whofe influence 
the inhabitants hope to obtain 
their wilhes, and be abfolved from 
their fins. Thcfe Imaums arc al¬ 
luded to (by the Pcrflam in their 


con- 
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converfations; they Avcar by thcm« 
and invoke them on all occalions 
of dillrefs and adverlity, as well as 
return them thanks on any good 
fortune befalling them.—-^The 
mofques of the Itnaum Zadas, or 
defeendants from thelmaums» ferve 
as faniftuarics for criminals; but 
the mod: fan<Stified place in Shi- 
rauz, and which no one ever vio¬ 
lates, is the ShahCheraug, of which 
I have made mention already* 
where the greateft criminal can be 
pit)teilcd, if the inhabitants of the 
place flibuld receive him. How¬ 
ever, perfons o0enCve to govern¬ 
ment are generally delivered up 
when demanded. This lail-mcn- 
tioned cuAom feems tobear a Arong 
analogy to the mode pradlifed in 
Roman Catholic countries, of the 
, fan<5tuary 
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fandluary of a church, or* mo- 

t 

naftery, fcreening a criminal from 
the punifhmcnt of the law. 

On the iSi^h of July, 17S7, I ac- 
companicd Mr. Jones, fecond of 
the Englilh fadfory ac Bullbra, to 
the Perfian camp, where we were 
admitted to an audience of Jaafar 
Khan. On our arrival in camp, at 
a little after ten A. M. we were 
conducted to the tent of the mini- 
fler, Mcerza Mahomed JioUcin, 
where we (laid a confiderable time, 
and were entertained with a calean 
and coJTce, the ufual mode of 
treatment in Perfia to vifitors. The 
tent of the Meerza w^s a very 
handlbme one, of an oblong form, 
with an open front, the infide lined 
with a fineachintz, and the walls of 

O a curi- 


An audt«j]ctt 
of Jaafar 
Khan, 
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a cuvfous openwork; the floor was 
covered with a Periian carpet, and 
with long felts, made at Yezd, hue 
no cufliions, as the Perfians never 
nfe any in public, and* very feldonx 
in private. At half an hour after 
twelve, an officer came to acquaint 
us, tliar the Khan was ready to 
receive us, and deflred us at the 
fame time to follow him. We 
accordingly fet our, and although 
the Khan’s tents were exadfly in a 
parallel line with that of the mi- 
nifter, yet, agreeably to the eti¬ 
quette obferved in Perfla, wc were 
obliged to make a circuit of about 
thirty yards, in order to approach 
through a< Cotmaught^ or fereen of 
canvas, painted red. On our paffi 
ing this fereen, the firft officer 
quitted us, and another immedi- 
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Rtely coming up, conduced Us to¬ 
wards the tent, and at the faine 
time called out to the attendants 
furroundtng, to open to the right 
and left, by*which we had a full 
view of the Khan. Upon this the 
odicer delired us to falate, which 
we did by pulling olF our caps 
after the Englilh faihion, bowing 
at the fame time. The Khan 
made a ilight inclination with his 
head, and we were* then condutSlcd 
Found the outhde of the tent, and 

entered at the back door. On our 

* « 

entrance, the Khan made a fccond 
inclination with his head, and de- 
fircd us to lit down, which we did, 
at about four yards* diftance s 
though at a former interview Mr. 
Jones had, he was obliged to lit 
much further olf. The Khan 

O z feethed 
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feemcd pleafed: he afked feveral 
quedions concerning £urope> the 
Englilh, and their manners and 
cuftoms:—exprefled his wifli that 
Mr. Jones had benefited by the air 
of Shirauz, and afiUred us both of 
his protedfion whilft -we ft aid there, 
and ordered his fecrctary to make 
out a Firmaun, or order, for that 
purpofe.—After flaying a confider- 
ab!e time, wc took leave in the 
fame manner as we entered. Tho 
tent of ihc Khan was a noble one, 
of an oblong form, and pitched 
with three poles, which were 
adorned at the top with gilt balls. 
The front is open in all weathers; 
the infidc' was lined throughout 
with a beautiful clouded filk, and 
the open work much the fame as 
that of the minifler’s: the floor was 
* covered 
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covered with a rich carpet*,.and 
long felts. Ac the upper end of 
the tent fat Jaafar Khan, upon a 
large fell, bent double under him: 
oppolitc to Him flood Mcerza Ma¬ 
homed Hodein, without the tent, 
and fevcral other officers of the 
army. The Khan’s drefs diiFcrcd 
not from that of the other great 
men; he wore an orange-coloured 
Oiba, or coat, made of filk, and 
quilted, and had ‘his fciniirar on. 
The calean which he fmoked was 
of gold, beautifully filligrced, with 
a ruby in the Poopjt or head. 

* Tn the rear of the Khan’s tent, 
about the diflancc of forty yards, 
was the Haram, or women’s apart- 
roeiits: thefe were completely walled 
in by fcrccns of red painted canvas, 

O 3 about 
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about twelve feet in height. The 
K-han has always a certain number 
of women, whom he felcifts to 
accompany him when in camp ; 
and they have the fame number of 
attendants and accommodations as 
ihofo within the palace. 


A JJ:ori Aurunt ff ihc Rtmahu the 

'•".'‘.jcr of Persepolis. 

On 1, ar Jay evening, the 30th 
of Auguft, I left ShirauK in com¬ 
pany with Mr. Jones, for the pur- 
pofe of vifiting the ruins of the 
celebrated palace of PerfepoUs. 
We llept that night at a garden 
without the city, and at three 
o’clock on Friday morning we fet 

off; 
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ofFi—at nine A. M. arrived »t the 
village of Barkan, fituatcd eight 
furfengs, or thirty-two Knglifli 
miles, from Shirauz. The road to 
this place *is chiefly through a 
rocky, mountainous country j— 
approaching, however, to Zarkan, 
you meet with fome cultivated 
land. Zarkan is a large village 
under the government of Shiriiuz, 
and is ruled by a CaU r r, or chief 
magiftratc. Froiirt ^ . uv to 

m 

the mountain, th'*' ’ jt this 
place is very pjeafing, t..,: neigh¬ 
bourhood produces the large red 
grape. On the road we met with 
fome hundreds of wandcringCnrds, 
and Turkomans: they faid the 
name of their tribe wa:. Ort, and 
that they were going towards Gur- 
mafeer, a place to the fouthward 

O 4 of 
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of Shirauz, in order to fpcnd the 
approaching autumn and winter. 
Thefe people lead a wandering life, 
having no fettled place of abode, 

t 

but move about with their families, 
ilocks and herds, in a manner limi- 
lar to the ancient Scythians: their 
complexions were the fame as thofe 
of the gypftes in Europe, fun-burnt 
and tawney. 

Satxtrday, September the ifl, 

■ 

movea at half pafl twelve A. M.—■ 
At five croiled tjie Bund Ameer 
river, which Mr, Niebuhr has laid 
down as the ancient Araxes; over 
this river is a hone bridge, which 

J 

the natives call Bool Khan. We 
proceeded on tlnough the plain, 
and at half after fix arrived at the 

i 

ruins. This flage is five furfengs' 

the 
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the road lies entirely through the 
plain, which beginning about five 
miles to the fouthward of Zarkan, 
is continued up to Perfepolis, which 
is htuated clofe under the moun¬ 
tains. Our Cahla encamped in a 
garden a mile and a half to the 
northward of the ruins, near the 
village of Alcrdaflit, from whence 
the whole plain fakes its name. 
This plain is exceedingly delight¬ 
ful ; it abounds ifi game of feveral 
forts, amongft which *.ve Jiiv overed 
partridges, wild pigeons, <j[uails and 
hares. 

At nine A. M. went to vilit the 
ruins. What remains of the cele¬ 
brated palace of Perfepolis, is fitu- 
ated on a rifing ground, and com¬ 
mands 
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inan( 3 s a view of the extenfive 
plain of Merdaftit. The mountain 
Rehumuc encircles the palace in 
the form of an amphitheatre: you 
afccnd to the columns by a grand 
flair-cafe of blue flone, containing 
one hundred and four fteps. The 
firft objcft that ilrikes the beholder 
on his entrance, are two portals 
of ftone j I judge them to be about 
fifty feet in height each; the lides 
are cmbellifhed with two fphinxes 
of an immenfe fizc, drcHcd out 
with a profuCon qf head-work, 
and, contrary to the ufual method, 
they arc reprefented Handing. On 
the lides above are infcriptions in 
an ancient charadler, the meaning 
of which no one hitherto has been 
able to decypher. 


At 
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At a fmall diftance from^thcCe 
portals you afcend another flight 
of fleps, which lead to tlic grand 
hall of columns. The Tides of this 
flair-cafe are ornamented with a 
variety of figures in baflb relievo; 
moA of them have veflcls in their 
hands: here and there a camel 
appears, and at other times a kind 
of triumphal car, made after the 
Roman fafliion; befidcs thefe, are 
fevcral led horfcif, oxen atnl rams, 
that at times intervene and diver- 
fify the procelbon. At tlip head of 
the flair-cafe is another baflb re¬ 
lievo, reprefenting a lion feizing a 
bull; and, clofc to this, arc other 
inferiptions in ancient charailers. 
On getting to the top of this ftair- 
cafe, you enter what was formerly 
a mofl magnificent hall; the na¬ 
tives 
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lives ^ave given this the name.of 
Chchul Minar, or forty pillars; 
and though this name is often 
ufed to exprefe the whole of the 
building, it is more particularly 
appropriated to this part of it. Al¬ 
though a vafl; number of ages 
have clap fed tince the foundation, 
liftcen of the columns yet remain 
entire; they are from feventy to 
eighty feet in height, and are 
maflerly pieces of mafonry : their 
pedeftals arc curioufly worked, and 
appear little injured by the hand 
of time. The fiiafts are eniluted 
up to the top, and the capitals arc 
adorned with a profufion of fret¬ 
work. 

from this hall you proceed along, 
call ward, until you arrive at the 


remains 
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remains of a large fquarc building* 
to which you enter through a door 
of granite. Moil of the doors and 
windows of this apartment are Hill 
Handing; they are of black marble* 
and poliftied like a mirror; on the 
ildcs of the doors, at the entrance« 
are bas-reliefs of two figures at 
full length; they reprefent a man 
in the attitude of dabbing a goat: 
with one hand he feizes hold of 
the animal by the horn, and thrufts 
a dagger into his belly with the 
other; one of the goat's feet refts 
upon the brefift of the fnan, and 
the other upon his right arm. 
This device is common throughout 
the palace. Over another door of 
the fame apartment, is a repre- 
fenration of two men at full length; 
behind dietn Hands a doraeHic, 

holding 
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holding a fpread umbrella: they 
are fiipported by large round fta£Ps« 
appear to be in years, have long 
beards, and a profuCon of hair 
^pon their heads. 

At the fouih-wefL entrance of 
this apartment are two large pillars 
of done, upon which arc carved 
lour figures j they arc drelTed in 
long garments, and hold in their 
hands fpears ten feet in length. 
At this entrance, alfo, the remains 
of a flair-cafe of blue flone are 
flill vifible, Vaft numbers of bro¬ 
ken pieces of pillars, fiiafts, and 
capitals, are fcattcrcd over a con- 
iidcrablc extent of ground, fome of 
them of futh enormous fizc, that 
it is wonderful to think how they 
could have been brought whole, 

and 
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and fet up together. Indeed/every 
remains of thefe noble ruins indi¬ 
cate their former grandeur and 
magnificence, truly worthy of 
being the rofidcncc of a great and 
powerful monarch; and whilft 
viewing them, the mind becomes 
impreficd with an awful folemnity! 
—When wc confider the celebrity 
of this vaft empire, once the patron 
of the arts and fcicnces, and the 
feat of a wife and flouriftiing go¬ 
vernment;—^when we rcfledl on 
the various changes and revolu¬ 
tions it has undergone,* at one 
period a field for the dating ambi¬ 
tion of an Alexander,—ar another 

for the enthufiafiic valour of an 

# 

Omar, we mull confequently feel 
the flrongeft convidlion of the mu¬ 
tability cJf all human events!— 
6 Exclufive 
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Exclufive of the ancient antique 
inferiptions already mentioned, are 
others of a modern date, able to 
be read, as well as fomc in. the 
Syriac charaftcr; thp whole of 
which the celebrated Mr. Niebuhr 
has accurately copied and publifli- 
ed. Being dcllitutc myfelf of all 
materials ncccflary for copying in¬ 
feriptions, and at the fame time 
ignorant of the rules of architec¬ 
ture, I have refrained from enter- 

I 

ing into a dilTalivc account of this. 

celebrated palace. What 1 thought 

mod wortliv of notice, I have en- 

* 

deavoured to deferibe to the bell of 
my abilities. 

Behind the hall of pillars, and 
dole under the mountain, is the 

remains of a very largt; building 

of 
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of a quadrangular form; this may 
either hare made pare of the pa¬ 
lace, or, not unlikely, a detached 
temple, as there is a conlidcrablc 
fpace of ground filled up with earth 
and mounds of fand, betwixt the 
two; and as it has within-fide fym- 
bols emblematical of a religious 
meaning. This building has four 
principal entrances to it, two from 
the North-Eaft, and two from the 
South-Weft. The y/alU are divided 
into fcveral partitions, which are 
ornamented with various pieces of 
fculpturc, the moft common of 
which have the figure of a man at 
*full length; he is fitting in a chair, 
with his feet fupported* by a ftool; 
behind the chair Hands a domeftic 
holding an umbrella; the man has 
in his hand a round ftaif; before 

P him 
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him are two branched candlefticks. 

r 

with candles in them; beyond thefe 
is a little boy, and behind him is a 
woman with a goblet in her hand. 
Underneath this figure arc feveral 
others in long garments; fome of 
thefe are armed with bows and ar¬ 
rows, others with fpears, and aU of 
them have caps, in the form of 
turrets, which we learn from an-« 
cient hillorians was the mode of 
drefs obferved by the Medes.—Over 
the doors of this building, which* 
are twelve in number, are bafs re¬ 
liefs of a Ucn feizing hold of a bull, 
fimilar to that obfcrvable on the 
grand ftair-cafe: the rcceiles in the 
walls arc all lined with fine gra¬ 
nite, and their fronts have hand- 
fome cornices of fione. Befides the 
ufual figures, is a very cjstraordi- 
' 6 nary 
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hary one, and is, I fuppofe*,. em¬ 
blematical of the ancient religion 
of the Perlians : it reprefents a man 
feated on a pillar, who holds in his 
hand a fmalf velTcl; he has a girdle 
twidcd round the centre of his 
body, the two ends of which pro- 
je6l.a confidcrablc diflance beyond 
his clothes, and have much the ap¬ 
pearance of wings ; he is drc/led in 
long garments, with a cap, turret- 
form. Underneath the figure arc 
feveral lions (a fymbol of empire 
amongft the ai^cient Perlians) very 
well executed. 


Behind this ruin, a confiderablc 
way up the mountain Kehumut, to 
the north, is the remains of a cu¬ 
rious place cut out of the rock, 
which had formerly an afeent to it 

Pa * 
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by but thefe being deflroyed 
by rime, you are obliged to clam¬ 
ber up by the rock. As there is 
another building parallel to this, 
about the dillance of- eight hun¬ 
dred yards to the fouth, I flrall de- 
feribe them both together, and add 
a few obfervations of what I con¬ 
ceive to have been their original 
defign.—^Thcy are lofty buildings 
of three Hdcs, two of which are 
, plain, and forty feet in height ; the 
third has feveral fine fculptures’ 
boldly executed ; in the centre is a 
pillar with the myftic figure already 
deferibed fitting at the top: oppofite 
to this Hands a man upon a pedcHal • 
of tlirec fteps j in his left hand he 
holds 3 bow, hir right is held up, 
pointing to the figure on the pillar. 
To the left is an altar of" Hone two 

feet 
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feet high, upon which iira.is burn¬ 
ing, and a Httle on one fide is a 
large globe fufpended in the air, 
which has much the appearance of 
being intcncled for the Jun. Thefe 
two lafi*mcntioned I'ymbols, we 
arc informed, were confidcred by 
the Perfian Magi as the two 
grand principles of their religion, 
as they adored the Omnipotent 
Creator of the univerfe under thefe 
types, being each in their nature 
the purefl; and freeft of corruption 
of all created tjfiings; it m^y, there¬ 
fore, be prefumed they were in¬ 
tended to l eprefcnt certain myflc- 
rics in the Magian faith. The man 
with the bow may pofiibly be dc- 
figned for a chief of the Magi; or, 
to hazard a further fuppofition, the 
celebrated lawgiver and prophet, 

P 3 Zoroafler 
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Zoroaftci: himfelf. However, this 
is only a fuggedion, and I would 
not be thought to lay it down for a 
certainty. Every perfon, on view¬ 
ing thefe noble ruins, muft have 
diiTcrent ideas arife to him con¬ 
cerning them; but as all traces of 
the original religion have long 
fince perifhed, together with their 
learning and language, the world 
muft remain in ignorance until the 
charatfters on the walls can be de- 
cyphered, which, alone, can clear 
up the much-wiflicd for afeertain- 
nient of the real date of the palace, 
its devices, emblems, and its real 
founder. Some have given it as their 
opinion, that thefe arc the tombs 
of the ancient Kings of Ferlla, and 
of this opinion arc Mr, Lc Cruyn, 

j 

and Sir John Chardin. 


The 



TOUR FROM BENGAL TO PERSIA. 


2IJ 


The modern natives this 
place Mujilis Gcmfliccd, or the 
allcmbiy of King Gcmfliccd, as 
they fay that Prince nfed to vifit the 
place, with* the nobles and great 
xnen of his court, in order to enjoy 
a delightful view of the adjacent 
country, of which, indeed, there 
cannot be a finer profpe<fl than 
from thence. 

Underneath the above-mentioned 
devices are fmall openings, which 
lead to a fubterraneous pailage, cut 
out of the mountain; it i$ fix feet 
in height, and four in breadth: the 
paflage leads a confiderable way 
into the rock, but is quite dark af¬ 
ter advancing about thirty yards, 
and emits a mod; noifome damp 
fincll. ’i’he natives call this place 

P 4 ’ the 
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the Qherk Almas; that is, the Talif- 
man, or diamond of fate: they af¬ 
firm that at the end of the pafiage 
is the Talifman, and that whoever 
arrives thither, and alks quellions 
of future events, will be anfwered 
from within; but they fay that no 
one has ever yet been able to -pe¬ 
netrate to the extremity of the pafi- 
fage, being oppofed by the Demons 
and Genii, whom they believe to 
dwell there ; and fuperflitioufly 
imagine, that all lights taken in 
there will go out of themfclves. 
Sir John Chardin, and Mr. Lc Brun, 
however, penetrated a confiderablc 
way into this paflage, till, they re¬ 
late, it ended in a path too narrow 
to admit furthci progrefs. As no 
account has hitherto appeared of 
thefc fubterrancous pafTages, but 

what 



TOUR FROM BENGAL TO PERSIA. 

vihat the fuperllition of th^n^ives 
has chofcn to invent, it may not 
be deemed prefumptuous in giving 
a conjc6lurc, that they were ori¬ 
ginally inteitdcd as places for con¬ 
cealed treafurc, a cudom time im> 
mcraorially obferved, and to this 
day. fubfifting among Eaftcrn 
Princes. Not having lights with 
us, neither Mr. Jones nor myfelf 
thought proper to explore the paf- 

fage. 

■ 

Defccnding jo the foot of the 
mountain, to the fouth, you meet 
with the remains of a fmall fquarc 
•building, which has feveral doors 
and windows dill danding, having 
carved figures on them; but as 
thele are only vifiblc to the waid 
(lownwartfs, it is mod likely the 

Vand 
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fand ‘ fp^m • the mountains has 
choaked up the remainder: the 
figures arc the fame with thofe in 
other parts of the palace.—A little 
to the wedward of this building, 
you afeend by a done ftair-cafe into 
a magnificent court, of a quadran¬ 
gular form. Several pedeflals of 
pillars, and the remains of two 
grand portals to the ead, are fiill 
vifible: they arc all of granite, and 
the cornices of the portals appear 
to have been very fuperb; they are 
of an oblong fhapCf On many of 
the broken pieces of the pillars are 
ancient inferiptions, 

I 

In fcveral parts of the palace are 
done aqucdu(5lj, made for the pur- 
pofe of draining off the water that 
comes from the mountains: they 


are 



TOOK FROM BENGAL TO PERSIA* 

are of blue Hone, cut i>nd«^ground 
eight feet deep, and two and a half 
in breadth. 

Thefc venerable ruins have fuf- 
fered much by the ravages of time 
and weather; but what dill re¬ 
mains of them is as hard and 
durable as the rock itfclf. Earth¬ 
quakes, which arc frequent in Per- 
fia, have alfo proved the means of 
throwing down many of the co¬ 
lumns, and othervvife injuring the 
apartments; and fcveral pf thofe 
which have not been overturned 
by the violence of the Ihocfcs, have 
'had their tops nearly removed off, 

r 

and in this fituation remain. The 
fand, which is conftantly wafhed 
down from the mountains by the 
rain, in the winter feafon, has 

choaked 
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choaJde^tip numbers of places, and 
even covered the pedellals of leve- 
ral pillars, 

The old infeription's difcerniblc 
on the walls, and other parts of 
the palace, may be reckoned among 
the greateft curiolitics, as they have 
never yet been decyphered, either 
’ in the Ealt or in Europe ; and what 
is very extraordinary, the moft 
learned and curious in the Oriental 
languages have been baihed in 
every atj;empt madp to learn their 
meaninglike the hieroglyphics 
of Egypt, they remain buried in an 
impenetrable my fiery. Mr. Nic-' 
buhr has given all thefe inferip<. 
tions in his fccond volume, mofl 
elegantly and accurately copied, 
which may poflibly afliil the curw 

ous 
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ous in their attempts^ tQ^lucidate 
them. It is one of the mod con^ 
htlcrable difilculties to folvc •whm 

+ 

and by •vabom this palace was ori¬ 
ginally built. The Grecian hido- 
rians have given very itnpcrfetfl: 
and dubious accounts of it, and the 
rerfians no Icfs fo,—By the prefent 
natives, the place is called Tukbt 
Gemjbecdt or the throne of King 
GemHiced; who they affirm built 
it between three and four thou fan d 
•yearsago: he isalfo exprefsiy men¬ 
tioned as having erc(H:cd the Q>ehttl 
Mindr^ or hall of fo'*ty pillars. It 
is related, in Grecian hidory, that 
, Alexander the Great fet fire to and 
dedroyed this rich and fplcndid pa¬ 
lace, indigated to it in a fit of de¬ 
bauchery by the celebrated courte- 
fan Thais,* This circumdance, al¬ 
though 


231 
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thoug^h Jt has the fan<5tion of hif- 
tory, if one refleds upon the ap¬ 
pearance of what Hill remains of 
thefc ruins, any perfon on viewing 
them would fuppofe fuch an event 
impolHble to have taken place; as, 
in their prcfent ilate, all the fire 
that could be applied would .not 
make the fmallell imprefiion on 
thofe huge malTes of Hone, equal 
in point of durability and hardnefs 
to the folid rock; and of fuch are 
the materials of the whole build¬ 
ing. Thefe fentiments arofe to me 
whilft on the fpot, and my opinion 
was firengthened by the fullcfl ac- 
quicfccncc of Mn Jones, who 
thought, like myfelf, it was abfurd 
to give credit to the idea of its hav¬ 
ing been burnt by Alexander. 




Having 
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Having met with a ihoiT account 
of the building of this palace, in 
a Perfian manufcript, being part of 
a work called Rouzut al Sefa, or 
the Garden of Purity, I fliall here 
take the liberty of infening a tranf- 
lation. 

« 

It is related by hhlorians, that 
“ King Gemlheed removed the feat 
“ of government, which was for- 
** mei'ly in the pnovincc of Sejef- 
** taun, to Pars; and that in the 
** neighbourhood of Shirauz, hav- 
“ ing taken in a fpot of ground, 
*' of twelve furfengs in length (48 
Englifh miles), he there eredled 
** fuch a palace, that in the feven 
« kingdoms of the world there 
** was nothing that could equal it. 
** The reidains of that palace, and 

** iflany 



324 


pBoEfi'v^moNs Made on a 

^ p 

“ many^f the pillars on it, ztt 
vilible to this dayj and he caufed 
“ the palace to be called CMul Mi~ 


** «Ar, or Forfy Pillars. Moreover, 
** when the fun quitting the fign 
Pifces, in the heavens, had en- 
" cered Aries, Gcmfliccd having af- 
femblcd all the princes, nobles, 
and great men of his empire, at 
“ the foot of his imperial throne, 
did on that day inftitute a grand 
and folemn fedival; and this 
“ day from henceforth was called- 
the Noo Roze, or Firll Day of the 

^ I 

New Year {when the foundation 
“ of Perfepolis was laid), at which 
“ period he commanded, from all • 
“ parts of the empire, the attend- 
“ ance of the pcafants, hufband- 
•* men, foldiery, and others, in or- 
ft JO profccute the defign; re- 
* quelling 
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queuing that alU jeyful 

'* hearts and willing hands, Ihoxild 
“ lend their alliftance in complct- 
** ing this work. This numerous 
alTembly dbcyed the command of 
** their monarch* and the building 
** was hniilicd with ail ligns of 
“ mirth and feftivity.” 

It is further obferved, in the 
jehan Ava, a book of Perlian chro¬ 
nology, that Que^n Homaie, who 
flouriHied about 800 years after 
Gemflieed, added a thouland co¬ 
lumns more to this palace.—^Such 
are the Perlian accounts* which are 

* believed by the prefent natives to 

* 

be true ones; but I Ihould pre- 
fiimc, that until the ancient cha¬ 
racters on the walls can be decy- 
phered, no account of this place, 

either 


as 
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.jithel: Ciecian, or Per£an» or any 
other, can be depended upon as 
genuine or authentic, as they arc 
unquellionably of an antiquity far 
beyond the records of any language 
now known in the world. 

It is to be remarked, that in' the 
figures throughout the whole of 
the palace, the rules of art are not 
attended to; the mufcles of the 

figures are wanting, yet the dra¬ 
pery is finely done, and the pro¬ 
portions, in general are well kept 
up, though the contour is only 
obferved, which gives a famenefs 
to the whole. Sir John Chardin 
obferves, that he thinks it is evi¬ 
dent, whoever was the architetH: of 
this celebrated palace, was ignorant 
of Grecian and of Roman archi- 

M 

" te< 5 tare; 
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tefture; and fuppoh?SF|. jfiat the 
defeats already mentioned were 
occaiioned by his being obliged to 
iiniih the work in a hurry, and by 
that meairs the figures were left 
in the imperfetSt fiate we find them, 
at prefent. But Mr. Jones obferved 
to.me, that he rather fuppofed it to 
have been the m plus ultra of thofe 
days; and remarked alfo, that the • 
ornaments he had obferved in 
Sadick Khan’s palace at Shirauz, 
were in the fame ftyJe as thofe of 
Fcrfepolis, a^d that the architec¬ 
ture of the prefent Ferfians was 
fiinilar -to that of ancient times; 
an obfervation by no means un¬ 
worthy of attention. ’With refpeft 
to the figures on the fiair-cafe, I, 
have before obferved, that the 
variety of animals which appear, 

* the 
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the cam^k/led horfes, the rams» 
the triumphal car, and the men 
with vcilels in their hands, all give 
room to fuppofe the pomp of a pro^ 
cefion is meant to be rbprefented; 
and I think the pofition may be 
corroborated by forae part of the 
tranflation before inferred. 


The materials of which the 
palace is compofed, are chieily 
hard blue Hone; but the doors and 
windows of the apartments arc all 
of black marble, ant^fo beautifully 
polifhed, as to refleft an objcfl like 
a mirror. One of the principal 
things worthy of admiration, is the 
immenfe ftrCngth of the founda¬ 
tion. The whole of the palace 
takes in a circumference of 1400 
fquare yards >~it5 front is 600 
‘ paces 
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paces from north (S^^-fouch, and 
390 from eafi to weft. Being built 
at the foot of a mountain, a great 
deal of it has been ftnoothcd with 
infinite labour, to make the Hones 
lie even. The height of the found¬ 
ation, in front, is in feveral parts 
from forty to fifty feet, and con-, 
fids of two immenfe Hones laid 
together: the fides are not fo high, . 
and more unequal, owing to the 
vaft quantity o£ fand which has 
fallen from the mountain. It is 
much to be feared, that in the 
courfe of a few centuries, the 
Earthquakes may totally deHroy 
the columns and remaining apart¬ 
ments; but whatever may be their 
fabs, the foundation muH endure 
until the rock itfelf, on which it is 
built, jHall ceafe to exifi. 

0.3 
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I fliall coi^ude with a few ob- 
fervations on the Hall of Pillars. 

This hall appears to have been, 
detached from the red of the 
palace, and to have had a com¬ 
munication with the other parts by 
hollow galleries of done. By the 
pededals of the pillars, which I 
counted very exatflly, the hall feems 
originally to have conlided of nine 
didinA rows of. columns, each 
containing fix; making confe- 
quently, in all, fifty-four. The fif- 

i * 

teen that remain, arc from feventy 
to eighty feet in height; the dia¬ 
meter at the bafe is twelve feet, 
and the diffance between eaah 

r 

column twenty-two. By the^'p^- 
lition of the front pillars, the h^ll 
appears to have been open towards 

the 


i 
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the plain; but four dif the pillarSf 
facing the mountain* and which 
are at fome diflance from the reft, 
feem to have been intended for a 
portico, or jentrance from the caftj 
they are alfo of a different llyle of 
architeilurc. The materials of the 
columns arc a mixed fort of red 

p 

ftonc, granular. 



The hall* lltuated on an emi¬ 
nence, and commanding an exten- 
five view of the plain of Merdafht, 

•i 

is ftrikingly grand, and conveys to 
the beholder the idea of an Hall of 
lAudknce of a powerful and warlike 
nionarch. 

ram Monday afternoon, the ad of 
Srotember, Mr. Jones and myfelf 
fee off td vifit the tomb of the cele- 

0^4 .brated 
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brated Per^a hero, Roflum (called 
by tbc' natives Nukllice Roftum). 
It is iltuated three miles and a half 
to the north-call of Perfepolisr the 
place conhfts of four diitincl cham- 
' bers, excavated high in the rock. 
The devices, in the upper parts, 
are cxadlly the fame as thofe of 
Perfcpolls, reprefenting the niyftic 
figure, with the altar of fire and 
the fun. Underneath the fculp- 
ture of the fccond chamber, is a 
gigantic figure on horfeback, cut 
in ftonc, and very perfect ? he is 
completely armed and accoutred, 
and drellcd fomething after thi; 
Homan falhion. On his helmet is. 
a globe; two figures are heiojt 
him, the one kneeling down inr.a 
fupplicating poAurc, and the ot ijer 




is in the of taking hold of 

horfq 
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horfcman’s hand, as i^iO mitigate 
his wrath; the horfeman is look¬ 
ing fternly upon the figures, and 
the hand at liberty is applied to the 
hilt of his fsvord. On one fide of 
this figure is an ini'cription in 
ancient chara( 5 tcrs, but dificrent 
from thofc on the walls of Perfe- 
polls. Several attendants arc in 
waiting behind the cqueflrian 
figure, all of them as large as life • 
but the proportions arc not at all 
adhered to in the firfi fculpturc, 
the man being twice the fize of the 
horfc on which he rides. 

little to the northward is an- 
ot^r reprefentation. At the foot 
of rock there are two figures 
completely armed; one of them is 
a^on of letting go a ring, 

which 
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whiph th^ other grafps. The 
figure to the right has a globe oa 
his helmet, and a large battie>axe 
in his hand: that to the left has a 
domefiic behind hin>, holding an 
umbrella. Under their horfes feet 
are two human heads; and a little 
on one fide appear the heads of 
leveral figures, attendants; mod 
of them have a broad fillet en¬ 


circling their temples, and a pro- 
fufion of hair fiowing loofe. Sir 


John Chardin fuppofes, that this 
may be intended to reprcfcnc the 
adtion of Alexander the Great, re¬ 


ceiving the fubmifiion of the P1 ;t- 
fian monarch Darius; but as we af'e. 
informed by Grecian hiftory,^at^ 
Darius never faw Alexanderybiing 
murdered in his flight Ihortly after 
the lofs of the battle of Arbelardsy 


« 


his 
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his fcrvant BefTus; Cq 1 ih&uild 
imagine the PcrUans themfclves 
would hardly have taken fuch 
pains to render the dilhonour and 
ruin of their lawful king fo per¬ 
manent and known to the latelt 
pofterity, in order to praife one 
who .had utterly overturned their 
religion and their laws. More¬ 
over, the work itfclf bears not the 
lead trace of having been the pro- 
duedion of any Grecian artills, as 
the Greeks at that period were 
arrived at the higheli perfe^ion in 
the arts and fciences; and had 
fuph a thing been done during the 
of Alexander, he would moft 
certsuily have made ufe *of one of 
the 'irDiny celebrated artids who 
followed him into Ada; but thefe 
-figiffcs arc difproportionate, and 

executed 
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t 

" J^s'erVations made on a 

f 

exe(^uted in a rude manner. To 
hazard a Tuppoiicion of my own, I 
ihould rather conceive the above 
device was of a date prior to the 
Grecian conquefts of Terfia, and that 
it was intended to reprefent fome 
remarkable at^ion in the' life 
of the hero Roftum (from v/hotn 
the whole of the place takes its 
name), and that it was cut to per¬ 
petuate the memory of it. 


Near the foot of the rock is a 
fquare building,, of blue ftone, 
twenty feet in height, by eight in 
breadth. This place has fevGral 
windows; the inOde is empty, amd 
there are ‘fm.'.ll niches in diff::xenc 


parts of the wall. The iSatives 
afbrm that the celebrated Rbdum 


was interred in this ’ fpot;" but 

many 
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many travellers have luppo^ld ic 
to have been the tomb of Darius 
Hydafpes, from a pal&ge of He- 
rodotuSy the Grecian hittorian, 
amongft whom Sir John Chardin 
and Mr. Le Brune are both of the 
latter opinion. 

In a part of the rock, to the 
call ward, is a fculpture of a figure 
on horfeback, the face of which 
has been much mutilated, and is 
fcarcely vifible; enough, however, 
remains to perceive that the figure 
is that of a man—he Ins long 
flowing hair, and has a prcjec^ion, 
toiembling a horn, on the left fide 
of his forehead. The natives call 
this hgure, Ifkunder Zu M Kernsen^ 
or Alexander Lord of the Horns, 
that is, of an empire extending 

frbm 
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frojtii eaft to weft j and they affirm, 
that it is pofitivcly intended for 
Alexander the Great. Horns, we 
know, were conlidcrcd by the an¬ 
cients as emblems and fymbols of 
power and majefty, and from this we 
may conclude, without a contrariety 
to reafon, that the Perlian idea of 
this figure is a j uft one} as Alexander 
is always deferibed by the Grecian 
hifiorians, having a horn on his 
forehead, or rather a particular 
lack of hairy refembUng one; and it 
is alfo obferved on the coins and 

I 

medals of that prince, which are 
Hill to be feen in the cabinets of 
the curious. Behind the figure on 
liorfeback are feveral others j they 
arc in armour, on foot, and feem- 
ingly attendants on him. 




, Having 
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Having itaid a ihort tiigae at 
Nukihee Roitum* we returned to 
Shirauz, September 4th. 


The firft ten days of the month 
Mohurrum (being the firft of the 
Mahomedan year) are obferved 
throughout Perfia as a folcmn 
mourning; it is called by the 
natives Deba, or a fpace of ten days. 
During this period the Pcrlians> 
and all the followers of Ali, la¬ 
ment the dcath.of Imaum PIolTcin. 

' * 

the fecond fon of that prophet, 
who was (lain in the war againft 
•Yezzeed, the fon of Moaweia, 
Caliph of the MufiTulifians. This 
event happened at a place called 
Kerbelaid, which in Perfian im¬ 
plies md misfartune. It is fitu- 
6 *ated 


■ 23^ 


Original 
caufe of ilic 
Mahurrum* 
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Story of 
Hoilcia. 


Anno Hije 
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aretl'in Eer^ck Arab)* the ancienC 
Mefopotamia, between the cities of 
Cufa and Medcena.—The parti¬ 
culars of the ftory are as follow: 

* 

On the death of Caliph Ali, who 
was alTallinated at Cufa, Moaweia^ 
of the houfe of Ommia, fucceeded 
to the Caliphat, which he had dif- 
puted with All during his lifetime. 
Moaweia, dying Ihortly after, was 
fuccccdcd by his^eldefl: fon Yezzeed. 
In the interv^al, the inhabitants of 
; Cufa had fent a fojemn embaiTy to 
Hollciu at Mcdccna, requelling him 
to come and take poilcnion of the 
government, giving alTurancc of 
their faithful iupport. Upon this 
afiarance, Hoilein determined to 
fet forwards, at the fame time tak¬ 
ing with him the whole of his 
* family 
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family (excepting hja yotfqgeft 
daughter, who was at that time 
fick). He began his march to Cufa 
on the 8 th of Ziilhuj, accompanied 
by a confiderablc body of troops: 
intelligence of this being carried to 
the Caliph Yezzeed, who was then 
at Dpmafcus, he fent orders to Obei- 
dollah, the Governor of Cufa, to 

allemble an army and to crufh the 
Tihng rebellion, by cutting off 
Hodein and his followers. Obci- 
dollah, in obedience to the com¬ 
mand of his mailer, fent his deputy 

• • 

Ibn Saad, with ten thouftnd men, 
giving him exprefs orders to inter- 
,ccpt Hoilein in his route.—The ar¬ 
my in confcqiTcncc began their 
march} and Obeidollah, remaining 
in the city, took care, by feizing 
the heads t>f the faction, entirely to 
quell the iofurre< 5 tion $ by vdaich 

R , means, 


«4i 



i4'S 

{ 


Hi* mURor- 
cune 
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meads, the jCufiaas perceiving the 
iituatioD of affairs, regardlefs of the 
oaths and promifes they had made, 
treacheroufly left the unhappy and 
deluded prince to his fate; for 
which behaviour they are curfed 
by the Perfians and all the follow¬ 
ers of Ali to this day. Huflein with 
his army had not advanced far, be¬ 
fore intelligence was brought him 
that the enemy had taken their Na¬ 
tion between him and the river Eu¬ 
phrates, which lay in his intended 
route, by means of which he was 

I. 

entirely cut off from the water; an 
event of the moil dillrefling nature, 
in the fultry climate of Mefopota- 
mia, where, from the violence of 
the heat, the weary traveller, even 
when fupplied with water, can 
fcarcely exill. *—Deprived of that 
neceflary article, how trying muff 
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the fimation be ! Indeed cir- 
cumftance was the primary caufe 
of all the misfortunes which befcl 
him:—his men, dilheartened at the 
idea of periChing with thirft, for* 
fook him in great numbers, de- 
ferting fo very fail that in a few 
days his whole force was reduced 
to the inconiiderable number of 
feventy-two perfons, among whom 
were fevcral of his own kindred, 
particularly his brother Abbas Ali, 
his nephew Cafim, the fon of his 
brother HaHan,# his own fon Zein 
al Abudeen, a youth of twelve 
years of age, and his two infant 
children, Akbar and Afkur; of tbe 
females, were his daughter Sekec- 
na, his filler Zeineb, and hJs aunt 

Koolfoin.—In this fituation conti- 

♦ 

nual ikirmifiies and difireiles thick- 

R 2 entng 
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ening, upoa him were finally ter¬ 
minated on the the loth of Mohur- 
ruin, when Ibn Sa^d advancing 
with his whole force, furrounded 
this little troop, and they were cut 
to pieces, after fighting mofi defpe- 
rately. Afker, Hofiein’s infant fon, 
was killed by arrows in his father’s 
lap; and HolTein himfelf, at length 
cxhaufled with fatigue, and faint¬ 
ing under a multitude of wounds, 
fell. His head-was immediately 
cutoiF, and the enemy's troops then 
rufliing into the tent, began a ge¬ 
neral plunder, and took prifoners 
the remaining fon of Hofiein, who 
was fick in bed, together with the 
females of fhe family already men¬ 
tioned ; bereaving them at the fame 
time of their ornaments and jewels, 
and treating them in a nftoft infult- 
■" ing 
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ing manner. A few days afieF. they 
were all conveyed to Dam a feus, 
with the bead of Hofleln. to be 
prefented to the Caliph Yezzccd. 

The tradition goes, that at this Anecdote of 

a.11 iMitQpcatt 

period an ambafTador from one of *mbaflidor. 

the European Hates happened to 
* 

reCde at the Caliph’s court, who, 
on the arrival of the prifoners, was 
{truck with compaflion at the mi- 
ferable appearance they made, and 
afked Yezzeed who they were; the 
Caliph replied, that they were of 
the family of the prophet Maho¬ 
med, and that the head was the 
he'ad of Hoflein the fon of Ali, 
whom he had caufed 'to be put to 
death for his rebellion; whereupon 
the ambalTador rofe up and reviled 
the Caliph very bitterly for thus 

R 3 treating 
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FageantSf 
and ocher 
ceremonies* 
during the 
Mohurrum. 
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treat^Aff the family of his own pro¬ 
phet. The haughty Yezzeed, en¬ 
raged at the affront, ordered the 
ambalTador to go himfelf and bring 
him the head of Zein'^al Abudeen, 
on pain of immediate death} this, 
however, the ambaflador flatly re- 
fufed; and, as the Perfians believe, 
embracing the head of Hollein, 
turned Mufliilman; on which he 
was immediately put to death by 
the command of Yezzeed. 

All thefe variousL events are re- 
prefented by the Perfians during 
the firft ten days of Mohurrum. 
On the 27th of the preceding month 
of Zuihuj, Ihcy eredl the Mumbirs 
on the pulpits in the mofques, the 
infidcs of which are on this occa- 
iion lined with black cloth. On 
‘ the 
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the I ft of Mohurrum the Akhunds, 

# * 

and Feifti Numazz*s (or Mahome- 
dan priefts) mount the pulpits, and 
begin what is denominated by the 
Perftans, al f^akda^ or a recital of 
the life and actions of Ali, and his 
Ions Huftun and Hoftein; deferib- 
ing at the fame time the circum- 
ftances attending the melancholy 
fate of the Imaum Hoftein: the re¬ 
cital is made in a flow folemn tone 
of voice, and is really aircdting to 
hear, being written with all the 
pathetic elegance the Pcrfian lan¬ 
guage is capable of expt<! fling. At 
intervals the people ftrike their 
bfeafts with violence, weeping bit¬ 
terly at the fame time,, and exclaim¬ 
ing, ah Hoftein! ah Hoftein ! Heif 
rfjs Hojfein 1 Alas for Hoftein! —Other 
parts of the Wakaa are in verfe, 

R 4 .which 
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which are Aing in cadence to a 

« I 

doleful tunc. Each day fame par¬ 
ticular .idtion of the ftory is repre- 
fented by people felcdtcd for the 
purpofe of perfonating thofe con¬ 
cerned in it; elhgies alfo are 
brought out and carried in procef- 
fion through the different neigh¬ 
bourhoods : among tliefe they 
have one reprefenting the river 
Euphrates, which they call 
Feral. Troops of boys and young 
men, fomc perfonating the foldiers 


of I bn Saiid, others thofe of Hoffein 
and his company, run about the 
llrccts, beating and Ikirmifhing 
with each other, and each haVe 
their refpedkive banners and en- 
ligns of didineftion. Another page¬ 
ant reprefonts the Caliph Yezzeed 
feated on a magnifeeat* throne, 
• fur- 
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furrounded by guards; and by his 
fide is placed the European am- 
balTador afore mentioned. 

Among th^f moft afFetJling repre- 

fcntations is the marriage of young 

Cafim, the fon of HulTun, and ne~ 

phew of Hoflcin, with his daugh- 
* 

ter; but this was never confum- 
mated, as Cafim was killed in a 
ikirmifii on the banks of the Eu¬ 
phrates, on the 7th of Mohurrum. 
On this occafion, a boy repiefents 
the bride, decorated in her wedding 
garments, and attended by the fe¬ 
males of the family chanting a 
mournful elegy, in which is related 
the circumitancc of her betrothed 
hufband being cut oJFby infidels— 
(for I’uch is the term by which the 
Sheias fpeak of the Sunnies). The 

parting 
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parting between her and her huf- 
band IS alfo reprefented, when on 
his going to the field fiie takes an 
afTedionate leave of him j and, on 
his quitting her, prefeats him with 
a burial veil, which ihe puts round 
his neck: at this fight the people 
break out into the mod pafiionatc 
exclamations of grief and difirefs, 
and execrate the moft bitter curfes 
upon Yezzeed, and all thofe who 
had any concern in dellroying the 
family of their Imaum. 

The facred pigeons, which are 
aihrmed by the Perfians to have 
carried the news of Holleio’s ddeith 
from Kerbelai to Medeena (having 
fir It dipped their beaks in his blood 
as a confirmation), arc alfo brought 
forth on this occafion, The horfes 
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on which HolTein and his brother 

• . • 

Abbas are fuppofcd to have rode* 
are ihewn to the people, painted as 
covered with wounds, and duck 
full of ariowis. 


During thefe various procefllons 
much injury is often fudained, as 
the Perfians arc all frantic even to 
enthuiiaftn, and they believe uni¬ 
formly that the fouls of thofe llain 
during the Mohurrum will infal¬ 
libly go that indant into Paradije ; 
this, added to their frenzy, which 

t , ,' 

for the time it Ians is Juch as 1 
never faw exceeded by any people, 
m^es them defpife and even court 
death. Many there are who indi( 5 t 
voluntary wounds on themfelves, 
and fomc who altnod entirely ab- 
dain from water during thefe ten 

days, 


TK« £nthii« 

fiafm of tha 

doHng tHe 
Mahufrum, 
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Opimoti 
concerning 
the ide:is of 
tliij iZor/f 


days^ in memory of, and as a fuf- 
« 

ferance for, what their Imaum fuf- 
fered from the want of that article; 
and all people abftain from the 
bath, and even from changing their 
clothes during the continuance of 
the Muhurtum. On the loth day, the 
coHitis of thofe Hain in the battle 
are brought forth, flained with 
blood, on which feymitars and tur¬ 
bans, adorned with herons fea¬ 
thers, arc laid:—thefe are folcmnly 
interred, after which the prieds 
again mount the pulpits and read 
the Wakaa. The whole is con¬ 
cluded with curfes and impreca¬ 
tions on the Caliph Yezzeed. 

B' 

The Perfians affirm this to be a 
martyrdom, and throughout the 
whole of the recital Hoflein is dif- 
. tinguiffied 
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tinguijked by the ap^ellatio^t of 
Sbebeed^ or the martyr. They add, 
that he alfb knew of, and volun¬ 
tarily fuffered it as an expiation for 
the fins of all who believe in Ali, 
and confequently that all who la¬ 
ment the death of their Imaum, 
fliall find favour at the day of judg¬ 
ment: they further aflert, that if 
Hollein had thought proper to make 
ufe of the powers of his Imaum- 
fliip, the whole world could not 
have hurt him, but that he chofe 
to fuffer a voluntary death, that his 
-followers might reap tlic benefit of 
it in a future fiate; whence arifes 
the belief among the Ferfians, that 
at the day of j udgment*Fatima, the 
wife of Ali, and mother of the two 
Imaums HufiTun and HoOein, will 
prefent herfelf before the throne of 

<iod. 
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between the 
tW'CilJti^uins, 
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God,’with the fevered head of Hof- 
fein in one hand, and the heart of 
HuiTun (who was poifoned) in the 
other,demanding abfoiution in their 
name for the lins of the followers 
of Ali; and they doubt not but God 
will grant their requeft.—had 
thefe particulars from a religious 
Ferfian, and as they are not gene* 
rally known to Europeans, I have 
taken the liberty of inferting them. 

The death of the Imaum Hufluii 
(who was poifoned by Ayefha the 
widow of Mahomed at'Mcdeena) is 
lamented by the followers of Ali 
on the a 8 th of the month Sefr, 
being the day which he died, but 
it is not kept with lb great Iblemnity 
as thofe of Mohurrum; although 
HuITim is mentioned ddring that 
' period. 
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period. Many perfons have ‘con¬ 
founded thefe together, and* erro- 
neoully fuppofe the Deba of Mo- 
hurrum to be equally for both j but 
I was particularly inquilltive on 
this head, and was alTured by feve- 
ral perfons that the diftintflion be> 
tween the two was very conGder- 
able* 

On the nth of October 1787, I 
fet off from Shirauz on m y return 
10 India: as I came down by the 
fame route as I went, I fliall only 
.aaiention tha-difFerent llagcs, with 
a few flight obfervations, which, 

, b)^eafon of my illnefs, 1 was be¬ 
fore unable to attend to:—izth and 
i3tb, Faded the villages of Khoon 
Zineoon, and Defterjun. ^4th, We 
arrived at*Kazeroon, 
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Kgscroon, by its remains, 

1 

pears formerly to have been a city 
of confiderable note, and in ilze 
little inferior to Shirauz ; it is litu- 
ated in the centre of' an cxtenllvc 
plain, furrounded by high moun¬ 
tains} there is a fine lake, about 
four miles eaft of the city. In the 
vicinity of Kazeroon, great quan¬ 
tities of opium are produced, but 
the Perlians do not make this very 
valuable commodity an article of 
trade; 1 Ihould imagine they did 
in former times, as the opium of 
Kazeroon is much fpslienof in 
Eaft. The city, excepting a mofque, 
and the Governor’s palace and ^r- 
dens, has nothing remarkable it. 


15th, i6th, and 17th, We remain¬ 
ed at Kazeroon.—18th, We arrived 

at 
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“ at Contiarige.—As I hav^ not bfefore 
particularly dcfcribed the mode of 
travelling in Pedia, it may, per** 
haps, be acceptable in this place, 


A Cajila is compofed of camels, Mo^eoftrs. 

veiling in 

horfes, and mules, the whole of I'erfia, 
-which are under the diret^ion of a 
Chcharwa D^r, or Mafter. It is to 
him the price of a mule or camel 
is paid, and he llipulatcs with the 
traveller to feed and take care of 
the bead during the journey j he 
has under him feveral inferior fer- 
vaiits, who "Help to unload the 
beads of burden, take them to 
•waf^r, and attend them during 
fora^^e. The Cafila, whilit on the 
journey, keeps as clofe as poillble, 
and on^its arrival at the MunzU 
Gahf or place of encampment for 

S *the 
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the.flay, each load is depofited on 
a particular fpot, marked out by 
the mailer, to which the merchant 
who own the goods repairs; his 
baggage forms a crefcent; in the 
centre are placed the bedding and 
provifions $ a rope or line made of 
hair is then drawn round the whnV;' 
at the didance of about three yards 
each way, which ferves to diitin- 
guiili the feparate encampments. 
During the night, the beads arc all 
brought to their ilations, oppoGte 
to the goods they arc to carry in 
the morning, and alfg^made r.iA oj 
the hair rope aforementioned. At 
the hour of moving, which is ge-* 
ncrally between three and four in 
the morning, they load the mules 
and camels. In doing this,-the paf- 
fengers are awakened by the jin- . 

ghng 
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gUng of the bells tiecl round.the 
necks of the beafls, in order to pre¬ 
vent their flraggling during the 
march. A paflage from Hafiz may 
probably be * not unacceptable to 
the reader, in this place, as it 
ferves to illuftrate the cufiom above 
■derGribed. 





** The bell proclaims aloud, bind 
an your burthns /“ 

* Odes -r Hafiz. 


When every thing is ready, the 

Clfeharwa Dar orders thofe neared 

* 

the road to advance, and the whole 
move off in regular fucceilion, in 
the fame order as the preceding 
day. 

S 2 


igth. 
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jQfh, 2oth, lift, and 22d* we 
palled the villages of Khilht» Dow- 
lakie, Bcrazgoon, and Chekaduk.— 
On the 23d, we arrived at Abu 
Shehft where I met'with a moft 
polite and hofpicable reception from 
Mr. Charles Watkins, the Com¬ 
pany’s rclidcnt at that place. _ 

On the 2 ad of December I em¬ 
barked on board the Scorpion 
cruifer, Captain Jervis, forBujQbra, 
who very politely made me the 
offer of a paffage.—24th, in the 
evening, palled th^Buflbr.i‘'*Esr,' 
and on the 28th came to anchor 
oppoCte the town. 

The city of Buflbra is fituated at 
the extremity of the Perfian Gulph, 
in latitude 31*' 30' North} on the 

banks 
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banks of a frefh water river, called 
the Shat al Arab, which is a branch 
of the Euphrates; that river unit¬ 
ing with it about fifty miles to the 
N. W. of Buflbra. The city is a 
very large one, but indififercntly 
fortified: a mud wall encircles the 
<Qsen, having bafiions and turrets 
alfo of mudi it had formerly a wet 
folic, this is now dried up in many 
parts. Bullbra, notwiififianding 
thefc difadvantages, held out up> 
wards of eight months when be- 
fieged by the ^erfians in 1777; it 

at the end of the 
enfuing year, occafioned by the 
dirath of Kerim Khan, Vakeel of 
Ferfia. Although the Great Dcfart 
extends to the very walls of the 
city, the banks of the river on each 
fide arc * exceedingly fertile and 

S 3 pleafant; 
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ple^fant; tj:iey produce corn, pulfe,' 
rice, and feveral European fruits; 
but that which moft adds both to the 
pleafant fituation and profit of the 
place, is the date tree; by the cul- 
tlvation and produce of this tree, 
a confide rable revenue arifes to 
the Turkilh government. 
vicinity of Buflbra abounds in 
game, particularly hares, par¬ 
tridges, and the wild hog, whofe 
llcih is of a delicious flavour. The 
modern Bullbra is fourteen days 
journey (by couriSfs) from Aleppo. 

f 

There is a very grand-- 
Buflbra, and alfo a convent of Ita¬ 
lian millionarics. The city i^at 
prefent under the government of 
the Turks, and the refidence of a 
Muflellem, appointed by the Bafha 
of Bagdad, under whom lie a^ls. 

The 


t 
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The following are the particulars 

* * • 

of a revolution that took "place 
about eight months ago; 



Rivoktiptt at Bussora. 

In the middle of April 1787, Revolution 
... . . 1 » Buflbta. 

SheiCK Twiny, an independent 
«» AraJ )ian chief of the tribe of Mon- 
tifeeks (whofe country is ntuared 
to the eaftward of Bu0bra on the 
Grand Defert), arrived at the vil¬ 
lage of Zubecr, on.his return from 
an expedition he had undertaken 
againil his ene^pies; in which he 

the Muilellem, or 
Turkilh governor came out from 
t the city to meet and congratulate 
him on the occafion. • 


The Sheick of the Mondfeeks The Go- 

vernor is 

had lon^ had it in his mind to mnde pri- 

foner by 

S 4 obtain Sheick 

Twioy. 
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I _ 1 

obtaia polleflion of Bufibrat which 
he lifid claim to, and conudcr" 
cd' as the right of his family; 
deeming the prefent, therefore, 
a molt favourable , opportunity, 
he, without further ceremony, 
made the Turkilh governor, and 
thofe who accompanied him, ,pri> 
foners, which was cfFedted without 
blooddied, and before the Turks 
could entertain the lead furpicion 
of his intentions. The follow¬ 
ing day the Sheick fent into the 
city a body of ^ftcen hundred 
Arabs, who took pofer::;.! 

Scrai, or governor's palace, and 
every thing, without oppofitiAa, 
there being but few Turks in the 
place, and not more than two hun¬ 
dred troops in all. The place was 
preferved in its ufual ofder, and 

the 
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the property of individual^ re¬ 
mained fafe. On the third day the 
Sheick Twiny made his own entry, 
accompanied by the remainder 
of his army^ being about five thou- 
fand men. The Arab government 
immediately commenced. 

The commanders of the Turkifli 

fhips in the river were depofed, 

and Arabians appointed in their 

room ; and fliortly after, the Muf- 

fcllem, with the council, the Duftcr 

Dar, or trcafinicr, and 'he princi- 

i under the Turkifli 
* * 

government, were embarked on 

{^6ard flrlp, and failed for India. 

■ 

I'hefe fieps being taken, the who Tendt 

letter# to 

Sheick began to prepare himfelf Con If and* 

« nople. 

ter the coafeejaences that might 

enfue. 
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cnfup; and fir ft he wrote letters to 
. Conftantinople, excuftog what he 
had done, by alleging and endea¬ 
vouring to prove, that Builora had 
originally belonged to his own pro¬ 
per anceftors, and that, as a free and 
independent chief of a tribe, he 
had undoubted right to obtain wh^]t. 
was his due.* But he further ob- 
ferted, that in order the Porte 
might perceive how anxious he 
was to fettle matters amicably, and 
if poflible procure peace, he had 
on this occafion r. forborne the 
vilIov’s right, and ^favl 
held untouched both the peribns as 

h 

well as the property of individuals!, 
whom the laws of war gave him a 
power over; that order and juflicc 
were as rightfully adminiftered as 
before. He hnally concluded his 
* letters 
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letters with profcflloqs of ^Uegi” 

■ 

ancc to the Porte, on condition of 
his being nominated to the Baflia^ 
lick of Bagdad and BufTora united 
in one, and hoped the Sultaun 
would lend a favourable ear to a 
requcft fo j uftly made. 

It -f- ari 

Thefc letters he difpatchcd to 
Condantinoplc, and at the fame 
time providing for the woift that 
might occur, h& augmented his 
army; after which, alTcmbling the 
Jews, Armeni^s, and ojher mcr- 
.tfUi-.ib 'W'' lAiflbra, he requefled 
from them the fiim of fix thou- 
l&nd Tomans as a loan, for which 
he informed them a bond Ihould 
be given. The merchants, though 
averfc to a propofal fo extraordi- 
* nary 
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nary in its nature, from the pofleflbr 
of BuiTora, yet had no other refource 
than compliance left them; and it 
wa s fome confolation to them to re- 
flecT:, that the Sheick had given them 
hopes of re-paymenr at a future 
period; and to do him juftice, there 
was every probable rcafon to f iip- 
pofe, in calft of fuccefs, he would 
have done lb. The fum propofed 
was raifed, and the bonds de¬ 
livered. Shortly after, ShcickTwiny 
quitted the city, and marched his 
army to fhc vilIage«.of Naranta, on 
the banks of the Eup^hrsf etT * 4bt 
dired road to Bagdad, where ^ he 
encamped, and refolved to await 
the coming' of the Bafha, and rilk 
his fortune on the iiTuc of a pitched 
battle, 


It 
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It will now be neccflfary »o ob- 
ferve, that at the furpriling of 
Buflbra, before mentioned, the 
cldelt brother of Sheick Twiny had 
deferted his camp, and iled to Soli- 
man, the Baflia of Bagdad, claim¬ 
ing his protetSlion, This perfon, 
whofe name is Sheick Ahumud 
(for chiefs of fam ilies* amongil the 
Arabs have always the appella¬ 
tive of Sheick), had been fee alidc 
from the fucceflian at the death of 
their father, which ever after gave 
him a dilj^ft towards h^s brother, 
arvi lie 'cwgetly longed for an op¬ 
portunity to emancipate himfelf, 
acquire a party of his own. 
This was oiTcred him* on the pre- 
fent occafion; he was received by 
'the BaOia with open arms, and 

the 
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The Bartia 
forms an al¬ 
liance wUh 
Sheick 
Chaubl. 
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the ftrongell aflurances of fupport 
and prbtcAIon were giren him. 

Soliman, on receiving intelli¬ 
gence of the revolution, aHembled 
his army; and the more to 
ftrengthen his party, he rcfolved to 
feck the alliance of an Arabian. - 
tribe bordering on Bunbra to the 
fouth-weft. This tribe (whofe chief 
is called Sheick Chaubi), from their 
vicinity to the city, have it in their 
power to become cither very nfe- 
ful or very troublefome neigh¬ 
bours, their countfy ‘'dtra^ing* 
along the banks of the river below 
the town, and they alfo polTelUng-a 
confidcrable' fleet of armed galli- 
vais. To this tribe Sheick Twiny 
had previoufly made an offer of 

alliance; 
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alliance; but they deix\andln^svhac 
he thought too much, as the re¬ 
ward of friendOiip at this critical 
juniJlure, he unwifely relinquilhed 
the idea, which his more politic 
adverfary, the Baflia, took ad¬ 
vantage of, and a treaty of alliance 
an.d friendfliip was fettled- between 
them. The BaHia, oh this occa- 
fion, was liberal in the donation of 
two diltriiSts of land, which he 
granted to the Chaubi. 

During the interval of ihofc pre- 
ioilV, the letters fent by Twiny 
haji arrived at the Porte:—they re¬ 
mained unanfwcred to kim^ but a 
poStive order was dirpatched to the 
Ballia of Bagdad to fend the head 
of Twiny to Conftantinoplc, the 
Pone making no other obfervation 
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1 


He mcircKcj 

Ttt^inyj an;! 
defeat; him 
in a pitched 
battle. 


The Turktfli 
govern mCQt 
reAored, 
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on tl>e matten but dirdalning to 
treat with the chief of a petty 
Arabian tribe. 

The Haflia, beings now fully 
prepared, fet forward in the begin¬ 
ning of OiSVober 1787. On the 23d 
infiant, he came up with the Arabs, 
and on the a5th the Turks gained 
a complete vidlory over the Shcick 
and his adherents. The aflion 
was fought on the banks of the 
Euphrates; the conflidl was bloody, 
and for feme time doubtful, but at 
length the Arabs giving wiryr i total, 
rout enfued, and Sheick Twiny was 

4 

obliged to fly from the field t^f 
battle, attended by a few followers. 

Bullbra, by this victory, once 
more fell into the hands of the 
■ 6 Turks, 
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Turks, and the re-eftabliflimcfit of 
the Turkifli government became 
the necedary confcquence. Though 
every thing at prefent is quiet, and 
the troubles > are terminated, yet 
the trade of the place has fuffered 
greatly thereby, and it will take 
fonic time to rellore it. 

I 


The unfortunate merchants, on 


this occafion, bcfides loting what 
they had lent to*Sheick Twiny, 
were obliged to deprecate the anger 
of the Baiha by^ a new lijie, who 
alfc gave'orders for double duties 
to be exacted on all goods for that 
,ye^r; and this, as the Sheick had 


before received the like, fell very 
heavy upon them. The Balhai 



; a new MuiTellem, 
T returned 



*74 


OBSERVATIONS MADE ON A 


returned to Bagdad. Sheick Twiny 

h 

has lately fent fubmUHve letters; 
but the Balha has confirmed 
Sheick Ahumud in the chieflhip of 
the Montifeeks, and is refolved to 
maintain him in it. 

Bufibra, Feb, i it, 1788. 

On the li’th of February, 1788, I 
embarked on board the brig Futta 
lllahi, Captain Nimmo, on my re¬ 
turn to India. I cannot, however, 
quit the Perfian Gulph, without 
making my acknowledgements to 
Meflrs. Manefty and Jones, of the 
Buflbra Fadlory, who did every thing 
in their power to rendermy Ihort ftay 
with them agreeable. After touch¬ 
ing at Mufeat, Cocheen, and Mafu- 
lipatnam, on the azd of A'pril we 

■1^ 

arrived 
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* 

arrived in Ballafore Roads; aqd on 
the 2 j'ch anchored oiFCalcuttai after 
an abfence of two years and two 
months, 

t 

Forfan ef bac olim mminiji juvahit! 




TRANSACTIONS 


I H 

PERSIA, 

* 

^ 1LO H 

THE DEATH OF NADIR SHAH, 

T O 

f 

THE YEAR I7S8. 

1 - 

O'' the death of Nadir Shah, in Adii Sbah. 

the year 1747/ his nephew Adll 
Shah fucceeded to the government, 
and a great paft of the •army ac¬ 
knowledged him. Adil Shah had 
on^ brother named Ibrahim, whofe 
vews afpiring to the throne, he 
determined to enlbrace* the firil op- 
portiinity that ihyuld offer of for¬ 
warding his pruenfions: accord- 
ii^ly, having >^iaed over to his 

T 3 ’ fide 
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iide Some of the chiefs of his bro- 

J 

ther’s army» and at the fame time 
alfo a confiderable body of troops* 
who declared for him, he threw off* 
the mafk, and openly avowed his 
claim. After various encounters 
and alternate fuccefies on either 
fide, Ibrahim at length got his bro~ 
ther into his pofiefiion by treachery* 
and immediately ordered his eyes 
to be put out (a cruel though com¬ 
mon cufiom in ihe Perfian fyilem 
of politics}. Shortly after he was 
put to death, and Ibrahim caufed 

« r 

htmfclf to be proclaimed King by 
the title of Ibrahim Shah. 

It is here nec':0ary to obfrfve, 
that Nadir Shah’ at his death' had 
left two grandfims, Sh^h* R!/>kh 
Shah) and Reza' Kouli Meeri^a. 

Thee 
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Thefe princes were abfenc the 
time of their grandfather’s* death, 
and thereby were excluded from 
the government by the ufurpation 
of Adil, Stjah Rokh Shah, the el> Shah Rokh 
deft, who had been appointed go¬ 
vernor of the city of Mefched fomc 
time before the death of Nadir, on 
receiving intelligenc&of this event, 
and the ufurpation of Adil, imme- 
diately determined on forming a 
party for him/elf in Mefchcd, 
which he ealily cftc6ted, as he was 
much bclovetl by the inhabitants. 

He kept himfelf in peace and tran> 
cmillity during the contefts between 
^the brothers, until Ibraheetn Shah, 

g got the ^tten fliortly after 
a great larmy, and came 
pon Shan Rokh Shah, whom 
eated in a pitched battle, 

T 4 * which 
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whic^ was fought in the yicinity 

P 

of the city of Mefched> in which 
he took prifoner the unfortunate 
Shahj and put out his eyes. He 
was then condu( 5 ted tq a prifon in 
Mefchcd* under a flrong guard; 
that place having fubmitted after 
the battle. 

Shah Rokh Shah had two Tons, 
Nuffir Ullah Meerza, and Nadir 
Meerza; the foruier of whom, on 
the news of his father’s captivity, 
took up arms, and aiQembling a 
confiderable body of troops, march¬ 
ed them inftandy to befiege Ibra- 
heem Shah, at that time in th^ 
caftle of Tibs, a flrong fortrefi, 
fituated on the cofifines of Khtf»ra- 
fan, and deemid impreg^iide. 
Here Ibraheem SKah came 'out 'jo 

melt 
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meet him; but Nuffir Ullah Meerza» 

« • 

having by din t of prefents cordippted 
the principal officers and part of 
the troops of Ibraheem's army, the 
reft foon deferted him, and the un> 
fortunate Ibrahim, being left almoft 
alone, was ihortly after feized and 
put to death, by the command of 
Nuffir Ullah Meerza;*—a juft re¬ 
ward for the like cruelty which he 
had inflicted upon his brother Adil. 

■ 

The rapidity with which revolu* ReileAIoiif* 
tions are brought about in foex- 
cenlive an empire as Peril a, is ailo- 
niihing. In lefs than two years 
from the death of Nadir, two princes 
we^ put CO death, and a third de¬ 
prive of fight, wd tbefe not by 
foTfAa invaders, Ibuc all of them 
cosme^ed with Vach other by the 

*moft 
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mofbfacred ties of confanguinity f 
a blither was the dellroyer of a 
brother, and a nephew the flayer 
of his uncle. Indeed, the whole 
chain of tranfat^Iions flnee the death 
of Nadir, who was an ufarper, pre- 
I'cnts nothing to the view but a 
fcrics of moil unnatural crimes, 
ihocking to' humanity ! the ties of 
kindred torn afunder, and princes 
wading to the throne, through the 
blood of their ncarefl relations 
they thcmfelvcs, Ihortly after, fall- 
ing a prey to the feme crimes. In 
lliort, it feems, that Providence had 
detetmined to puniflx this unhappy 
country, for the general wickedn^fs. 
and licentiaufncll of itsinhabiefints. 

f ^ 

sti»h Rokh hut to proceeo.—On theof 
tivarf!’ the death of Ib^heem ^hah,\he 

inKa- 
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inhabitants of Mefchcc^ returned to 
their allegiance* took Shah Rokh 
from his prifon* and again placed 
him at the head of affairs, although 
deprived of fight; a very uncom¬ 
mon circumftance, and defer! ptive 
of the difordered Rate of the times; 
as by an exprefs and very ancient 
law, no perfon deprived of fight 

could lit on the throne of Perfia, 

« 

This, however, was overlot tked, and 
Shah Rokh Shah* again began to 
tafte the fweets of government j 
but he being Advanced .in years, 
became alarm'ed at the fuccefs and 
riling fortunes of his fon Nuffir 
Vllah Mcerza, and refol ving to lay Deceive* hi. 
a p^n for his ri\in, began by en- 
dea^uring cogaii]| over to his views 
a vpm^man of tne name of Mou- 
mjfn Khan, the/^principal favourite 

and 
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observations made on a 

f 

and Qiinifter of Nuflir Ullah Mecr- 

• ^ I 

za: he promifed him, if he would 
forge a letter in the name and feal 
of Rooftutn Khan, a dependant on 
Nudir Ullah Meerza^ and com¬ 
manding in his name on the north¬ 
ern frontiers, informing him that 
the Afghans were in full march to 
Me fell cd, ahd requeding him to 
haden thither for the defence of the 
place, that in cafe the plan fucceed- 
ed, and by that means he could get 
Nudir ullah Meerza into his power, 
he would for thefe» fervices beftow 
on him one of his 'daughters in 
marriage, and make him a prefent 
of the famous jewel of Nadir Shah, 
called Dereau NItur % which .was 

** Th» celebrated baa [aCely been car' cd out 
of by Tome Armcrt^aa merchanu, /^d to 

the EmprefA of RuIGa for thouftnd podndX 

'a 
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in his po0elSon, and, a hundred 
thoufand Toomauns in ready mo¬ 
ney. 

Moumin Khan, unmindful of the 

many favours he had received from 

his matter, treacheroully entered 

into the views of Shah Rokh Shah, 

and having received the money 

and the jewel, wrote a letter in the 

ttyle which Shah Rokh Shah had 

didlated, forged the feal of Rooltum 

Khan, and employed one of his 

own creatures, dn whomdic could 

* 

depend, to deliver it in the cha* 
raflbcr of a courier juft arrived. 
Nuffir Uliah Meerza, on perufal of 
the^tier, fciit fo\‘ Moumin Khan, 
and meting it intoiliis hands, alked 
his in the /refent exigency. 

Jie/treacheroufly^eplied, that as it 

appeared 
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appparcci from the letter, the Af» 
£^hans were on their march to be- 
liege Mefcbed, the lofs of which 
place at this jun( 5 ture would be a 
great prejudice to hie affairs, and 
which certainly would be the cafe 
if they got there before he could 
throw himielf into it, and as his 
prcfcnce wduld infpire the garrifon 
with courage, he, Moumin Khan, 
gave it as his advice that the belt 
thing his maflcr could do in the 
prefenc htuation would be to quit 
his army {it being fuppofed they 
were unable to reatfh Mefched be¬ 
fore the arrival of the Afghans), 
leaving orders to follow him las 
fpeudily a^ poMble, and tht^ he 
fliould, with four or live hu idred 
of his body-guard, ride to 

Mefched inftantfy, taking alVng 

wHh 
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with him whatever of his treasures 

* • 

was of the moft value, and ’eaficft 
removable (for an immenfe plun¬ 
der had been made on the furren- 
der of Tibs on the death of Ibra- 
heem Shah); and that having 
thrown himfelf into Mefehed be¬ 
fore the arrival of the enemy, he 
iliould be able to cou&terai^ their 
defigns by the vigour of his endea¬ 
vours, which could not be done by 
his father, who .was deprived of 
light. 

The infatuated prince, deeming 
thij council to fpring from a bread 
(^tirely devoted to his fervice, and 
boond to him by’every’ tie of grati- 
tuddand honour, yielded to his ad- 
vic^,'*^and accordingly fet out for 
Mefchcd indantly, in the manner 

which 


upon him to 
quit his af- 
my. 
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whiQh had been concerted between 
himfelf and his favourite; but he 
had not left his camp above a few 
leagues, when fome of his men in¬ 
formed him that from an eminence 
they perceived his late camp in a 
blaze (for it was night when he de¬ 
parted). and plainly heard the 
drums and other indruments of 
war founding throughout the 
camp: Nuilir Ullah Meerza, upon 
this, began to fufpcifl: that he was 
betrayed by Moumin Khan, which 
was really the cafe's for that crafty 
niinider, on the departure of his 
mailer, had alTembled the princi¬ 
pal oflicers of the army, whom 

•m 

had before brought into his vidws, 
and who had corrupted a greawart 
of the troops; by their ad^cTthe 
was declared King, and tfie ro){al 
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title or Khutba was tljen rcatiing 
in his name in the camp. Thcfe 
revolutions were too common to 
caufc any furprife in the army. 
Thus this man had perpetrated a 
double crime; firfl: in deceiving his 
mafter Nuflir Ullah Meerza; and 
fecondly, Shah Rokh Shah, of 
whom he had received the wages 
of treachery; but his perfidy foon 
met with its deferved punUhmenr, 
he being fome time after afiaf- 
linated by his own troops. 


Nullir Ullah* Meerza, defi>airing Takes Mm 

pnfoocr on 

of Recovering what he had loft^ hU arrival at 

» - w r i" 1 1 Mefched* 

•pi^rfued his journey to Mefched; 
and his arrival there*, his fears 
were Confirmed, when he perceived 
the whole fiory of the Afghans had 
been a falfehood in order to de- 

U ceive 
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ceivc" him. . But time was not given 
him to prevent it; for, by his fa¬ 
ther’s orders, he was feized on 
entering the city, and fent into 
clofe confincmenr, an9 all the trea- 
furcs he had brought with him 
were carried to Shah Rokh Shah. 

Ahntnud Shah Rokh Shah did not lone 

Shah layi , , ; ® 

liege to Mef- enjoy the fruits of this conduift; 

ched. 

for Hiortly after the tranfa^lon 

above related, 'Ahumud Shab, a 

brave and a^ive prince, the fon of 

Timur Shah, who'reigned in Cabul 

■ 

Candahar, and other parts of the 
confines between India and Perfia, 
taking advantage of the troubles- 
of PerHa, came down to Meftrhed 
with an army of fifty tht^fand 
men, and laid clofe fiege’^tb the 
place. It lafied upwards of eight 

months. 
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mcMiths, during which varioHS ea* 
cerprifes took place. Among the 
moft remarkable, Ahumud Shah 
undertook to reduce the caftle of 
Tibs; the canife of this was occa'^ 
fioned by the following revolution; 

Ali Merdan Khan Bukhteari, a 

nobleman of good family, and a 

very brave and experienced ofiiccr, 

» 

who had been trained under Nadir 
Shah, had been fixed in the go¬ 
vernment of Tibs by Nullir Ullah 
Mecrza^ and hsfd, upon«Ahumud 
Shah’s firft coming into the coun* 
try„ delivered over that fortreft to 
him, for which figryice he was con- 
timied in Iiis government; but foon 
afters finding himfelf in great fa- 
vour with the garrifon, he was 
animated by the prevailing ambi- 
' U a ^ lion 




* 


All M^r^stn 
Khan Bukh^ 
teari feta up 
for himfelf. 
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tion 6f the times, and fought, like 
' others, to attain the higheft llation. 
Accordingly, by the advice of his 
brother, TPhom he had brought 
over to his views, and by a liberal 
donation to the garrifon, he ealily 
prevailed upon them to determine 
in his favour. The Khutba, or 
royal title, was read in his own 

•m 

• name in the grand mofque, and he 
was cheerfully acknowledged, as 
well by the gau'ifon, as by all ;he 
adjoining country, dependant upon 
the fortrefs. * 


h and Intelligence of this event b^ing 

his head car* 

jied to Ahu- conveyed to Ahupiud Shah, he io* ^ 

mud Shjh. 1 , 

ilantly detached twenty thouland 
of his army, under the command 
of one of his Sirdars, to faefiege the 
cadle of Tibs, where the gallant 
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All Murdan Khan wag jlain«gby a 
mulket-lhot, as he was walking on 
the ramparts, encouraging his men* 
On his death* the place furrcnder- 
ed. His head was cut oiT, and fent 
to the camp of Ahumud Shah, be¬ 
fore Mefched, which caufed great 
rejoicings; and at length, after a 
fiege of upwards of eight months, 
the guards of one of the gates hav¬ 
ing been gained over by treachery, 
Miutiiud Shah and his army got 
poflellion of the city. 

• » 

It may na’turally be TuppoP’d, 
th^t a chronological and accurate 
jiccount of thclc various and rapid 
resolutions is ver^^ifiicult to be 
obtained. The connulion which 
prevailed through the whole coun¬ 
try, from the death of Nadir, until 

U 3 'the 


Mefchcd 

Uken, 
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the fettlemcDt of Kerim Khan, pre¬ 
vented all attempts of literature^ 
arts, and fciences. No written ac¬ 
count of them has ever been given, 
and what I have related above, is 
collefted from many converfations 
held at different times with Perfian 
officers, who were prefent in thofe 
revolutions. As no kind of narra¬ 
tive has hitherto appeared, either 
in India or in Europe, of thefe 
events, 1 truft that it will be a fuffi- 
cient apology for thefe pages, how¬ 
ever impeirfeil. 

During the thirty years of Kerim 
Khan’s adminitlfation, thofe. arto 
which had l^en deAroyed by the 
tumults ani^ revolutions of , pre¬ 
ceding times, began to revive, and 
would,probably again have attained 



2gs 
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ibme degree of pcrfe^ion, had not 

the event of his death, atid the 

troubles which fucceedcd, thrown 

all things into their former anarchy^ 

and confuGon. 


During the life of this prince, a mtivc of 

“ ^ ^ Shi^auz 

a native of Shirauz wrote a kind of writes the 

hjfioryofhu 

hiftory of his own* times, but o*n timea 

but bein^ 

Kerim Khan, though liberal and dii&thtied, 

* rtfufes to 

magnificent in other rcrpects^ did make them 

public. 

not think the autpor worthy of any 


particular encouragement, and only 
ordered him ftwnc triflipg prefent 
as a reward'for his performance. 
Tlje man, difeouraged, withdrew to 
Jfpahaii, and has never been pre-> 
vailed upon to giveHus work to the 
world. He has reGged repeated 
and ilic moft prefUng intreatics of 
his intimate friends to gi^^e up the 


U4 


manu< 
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Pumoui liate 
of Pcrfia, 
from the 
taking; of 
Mef-hed un¬ 
til the fettle- 
ment of ko* 
ricu Khan. 


. ( 

manpfeript} but there are no hopes 

that it will be procurable before 
his death; a clrcumflance much to 
be regretted, as I was informed by 
fcvcral pcifons at Shirauz, who 
knew him, and have feen his work, 
that it is a moil accurate and faith- 

b 

1 * 

ful hiilory. No other perfon has 
hnee attempted any account of the 
kind. 

Between the taking of Mefclied 
by Ahumud Shah, until the fettle- 
ment of^.thc kingdom by Kerim 
Khan, 1 have not been able to col¬ 
lect any kind vif account to be de- 
pended upon. During this in- 
terval, the ^empire of Pdrlia 

was in arm^ and rent by commo¬ 
tions ; diiTercnt parties in diiferent 
provinces of the kingdom ftrug- 
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gling for power, and each epdea* 
vouring to render himfelf' inde¬ 
pendent of the other, torrents of 
blood were fhcd, and the moll 
jhocking cnmes were committed 

4 - 

with impunity. Future travellers 
into Ferfia will find that thefc ac¬ 
counts are neither exaggerated, nor 
painted in too high colours. The 
whole face of the country, from 
Goombroon to Ilullia, will prefent 
to their view thot^fands of infianccs 

of the truth of it. The picture is 

melancholy^ but j ull. « 

« 

from the accounts I have been 
^ble to coUc<5l,^he feries of pr,p- 
tenders to the tmhn'e of Perfia, 
from the death of Naq^r Shah until 
the final enabltlhmcnt of Kerim 
Khan’s government, is as fisfilowsj 

ill. 
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{ 

1% Adil^ Shah.—2d» Ibraheem 
Shah.^3d, Shah Rokh Shah.— 
4th, Suleeman Shah,—5th, Ifmaeel 
Shah.—6th, Azad Khan Afghan.— 
7 th, Hoffun Khan Kejar.—8th, AU 


Merdan Khan Bukhteari.—9 th, Ke 
rim Khan Zund. 


Their reigns, or, more properly, 
the length of time they rcfpc<?ttvcly 
governed with their party, were as 
follows: Adll Shah, nine months; 
Ibraheem Shah, fix months; Shah 
Rokh Shah, after a tariery of revolu¬ 
tions, at length regaihed the city of 
Mefchcd; he is now alive, and abpve 
fourfeore years o^ge, reigning ip 
Khorafan, uiyi^r the direction of’his 
fon NulGr jullah Meerza.—Sulce- 
man Shah,and Ifmaeel Shah, in about 


forty were bQth cut ojOf, almoft 


as 
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as foon as they were eleyated. Azad 

■ 

Khan Afghan* one of Kerim Khan*s 
moft formidable rivals and compe¬ 
titors, was ftibducd by him, brought 
prifoner to Shirauz, and died there 
a natural death. HuflUn Khan 
Kejar, another of Kerim Khan's 
competitors, was bcllegingShirauz, 
when his army fuddenly mutinied 
and deferted him j the mutiny was 
attributed to their want of pay 
a party fent by Ktrim Khan took 
him prifisner,—his head was in- 
ilantly cut off, and pr^fented to 
Kerim Khan; his family were 
brought captives to Shirauz; they 
were well treaK/.Land had theft 
liberty given them after,.^n- 

der an obligation not)to quit the 
city. The fate of All h^rdan Khan 
BukhtcRi'i has been relatemt^efore. 

Kerim 
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Kerlffl Khan 
enjoyed a 
jeigo of near 
;hircy years* 
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Kerim Khap Zund was a mod fa¬ 
vourite ofiicer of Nadir Shah, and 
at the time of his death was in the 
fouthern provinces. Shirauz and 
other places had declared for him. 
He found means, at lad, after va¬ 
rious encounters, with doubtful 
fuccefs, completely to fubdue all 
his rivals, and finally to efiablilh 
himfelf as ruler of all Perfia. He 
was in power about thirty years, 
the latter part of which he go¬ 
verned Perfia under the appellation 
of Vakcei, or regcfpt; for he never 
would receive the title of Shah. 
He made Shirauz the chief city of 
his refidence, in gratitude for the 
alHdance Ke'^iad received from its 
inhabitants^ and thofe of the fouth¬ 
ern provings. He died in the year 
1779, ,*tgretted by all his fubjedts, 

\who 



TOUR PROM BENGAL TO PERSIA. « 

V • 

who cfteemed and honoured him 
as the glory or Perua. ' 


301 


If ever prince deferved the name 
of Great,. Kerim Khan may well 
lay claim to that title, as bis atftions 
prove to this day> This amiable 
prince, after he was fully edabUfli« 
ed in the government, and the 
troubles bad fubllded, applied his 
whole time and attention to the 
embellifliment apd improvement 
of his favourite city or Shirauz, 
and to the intpodu6lior\ of order 
and good government in every 
pa{t of his dominions. He built 
leveral noble gaiaccs in and abom 
Smra^z, repaired '^mofqul&s, j(nd 
other religious bimdings-<^ he 
caufed the roads and mighways in 
the neighbourhood of yhe city to 
’ ^ be 


CharaS^r of 
Kerim Khan* 


Uis public 
building)* 



soa 


{ 


HU excellent 
police. 


w 
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be made elegant and convenient, 
and lAany ruined caravanferais to 
be rebuilt, and made fuitablc for 
the reception of merchants and 
travellers in diiFerem parts of Per- 
lia. During his whole reign, I 
have been informed by feveral 
natives of Shirauz, that by his ex^* 
cellent police and management, 
there was not a fingle tumult or 
riot produiffive of bloodlhed. Al¬ 
though rigorous.in the adminiltra- 
tion of judice, where real crimes 
demanded ir, he *was the mod 
averfe to fevere punifhment, when 
any other alternative could poIUbly 
be found. Theie^e moil lingula^ 
cifejjfmfiance^h fo defpotic'>a. gn^< 
vernHienc a/ that of Periia, where 
every tyran^ had been accudomed 
to hands in blood, with- 

6 ' out 
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dll^ either provocation or cqprroh 
Kerim Khan gained the throne by 
conqueil, in thofe troublefome and 
tumultuous times, and edabliHied, 
during his leign, by natural fkill 
and abilities, an uniform courfe of 
juftice, moderation* and clemency. 

The bleffings he conferred on his 
people, are flill deeply impreiled 
on the minds of many now living; 
and their value is now infinitely 
augmented, from the mortifying 
redetflioQ on the cruelties and op- 
prelHons exercifed by kis fuccef- 
forSj during the various revolutions 
w^ich have followed. 

0 [cMis deportment h£ llb^l 

'y * ^ ftnd Icmiinei 

and magnificent: the pnany^uUd- pok¬ 

ings which were begiLi and finifh-' 
ed dunng his time, weVe Vfpi'crsly. 

under- 
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undei^cakcn by him, for the 
pofe of fupporting a number' of 
indudrious hands, who were with¬ 
out employ. This mode of con- 
duA would reflect: honour on the 
moll humane and civilized princes. 


He was merciful even to a fault, 
and he palled over unnoticed fcveral 
attempts made againU his life, al¬ 
though ftrongly urged to punilh 
by his friends and courtiers. 

His perfan. In his pclon hc was well adapted 

and abilities 

in war. to the fatigucs of War, and the 

H 

duties of a camp life. He per¬ 
formed feveral celebrated adlions 
dmipg/the ‘reign*of Nadir ^l^ah, ^ 
No im in ^erfia could -wield'^he 
lance with more ilrength and. 
grace, o&'ri/.e with greater addrefs, 

** than 
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Kerim Khan; , he ahrays 
fought at the bead of his troops; 
a very tincx>ininon circumftance in 
Ferfia, where the chief generally 
views the a£iion from a diftance. 


It is very extraordinary, that a 
prince fo calculated to govern an 
extendve empire, and keep in obe-< 
dience the various tempers and 
difpolitions of his fubjetfts, was 
totally uncultivated in his mind, 
and fo illiterate, that he could nei¬ 
ther read nor write. HiS condudt, 
under fuch difadvantages, merits 
thc«higheft praife. His active fpi* 
rit, and the knowledge he 
"gaUtxof mankind, made 
thy^deficiencies of education and 
l|aming; the arts weris ruwever, 
encouvfged and protedlujr^under 

X him. 


His illitt. 
ratencf^. 




ni$ tolera- 
tfon of eJif- 
ferent per- 
fuaixon^. 
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himr, and yrere beginning to 
, * £ 
into reputation, when his death 


put an end to the flattering pro* 
fpedl, and darknefs fucceeded to the 
faint glimmering of light!—^What¬ 
ever his religious principles may 
have been, he was by no means a 


bigot to them; men of all perfua- 
fions lived unmolefted under his 


government: his outward behavi¬ 
our was devout and pious. He built 
the magnificeiic mofque before 
deferibed, adjoining to his palace, 

m 

and alloi^ed ample falaries for the 

4t 

maintenance of the attendants be¬ 


longing to it. He alfo, in- the 
' ,eourle of his reign,' diftributed con- 
li&?raDle fums of money 
tabi^' purpofes, which eflabltflied 
his chafra^.er as a religious prinqe. 

f 


To 



TOUR FROM BENGAL TO PERSIA. 


I . 3®7 

ftrangers, and j^uropcans in Hitpartiiu 
particular, he was remarkably af- i«pean*. 
fable, and never fufTered any of • 
them to depart without marks of 
his bounty and generous fpiric. 

He valued money only as far as he 
could turn it to proper ules. Ava¬ 
rice and covetoufnefs he abhorred; 

1 

and the merchants of Shirauz uni- 
verfally admit, that in no reign the * 
duties paid to the i'ovcrcign were 
fo fmall as thofe in the days of 
Kerim Khan. 


He encouraged and protefted 

Ills ^qcou- 

trade with his utmoft favour, wife- 
knowing that by fuch meaM 
Ja ega feuld increafe the wealtj^Df 
hi^kingdom. His juft and^igor- itrirpcOcd 

^, Ly fareiea 

•^s government at hoinejf was re- powen. 
fpeA^ by foreign po\^en, The 

X 3 haughty 
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haughty ai^ imperious court/of 
Conflantinople fent ambafladors 
to Kerim Khan, acknowledging 
his right and defiring his alliance; 
this, however, was a political mea- 
fure, in fending ambalfiidors to 
him whom they deemed an ufurp- 
er, and was owing to the fear 

i 

which they entertained for their 
c^ty of Bullbra, as Kerim Khan had 
Ihewn early an inclination to at¬ 
tack it. He afterwards did lb with 
fuccefs, but it proved the caufe of 
much dif^uiet to Itimfelf, and was 

h 

the origin of many fublequent 
misfortunes to Perfia, the flower of 
H^s army having been cut 
foi^xlrat place (A. D. 1778). W. ^ 

^ t ■'*' 

Ambadad^ttrs from the fsmouf 
Hyder /ilj/ came to the c^rt oV' 

Kerim 
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i^rim Khaa with r|ch prafents* 
and expreiTed a defire of an ami¬ 
cable alliance; the princes of 
other parts of India, and the Mah- 
ratta tribes, ^Ifo acknowledged his 
right and power. With fuch a 
prince on the throne, and in full 
peace, it was impoflible that the 
Ferfian nation fliould not rife into 
fame; and had Kerim Khan’s liife The Per. 
been prolonged, it would proba- to havf: be- 
hly have become formidable, and Olid ablet 

* ^ 1 1 ■ -had JCcriiQ 

might have amued greatly in imd. 
humbling the^power df the Porte 
^on the fide* of Ruflia); but his 
duath threw all into confufion, and. 


vy 

i/e 


/ 


.>• w^l take naany years to revi: 

:rfia the fplend6ur,Nd^mty, 
juftadminiftration, of t^ reign 
f Kerim Khan. This efent hap¬ 
pen^ in the year t>)7y, in the Hiidekiii, 

X 3 \ eight- 
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’Two 

tv^crity ofi^ 

£ccr9 uke 


* OBSERVATIONS MADE ON A j 

eightieth yefir of his age, to T 
inexpreilible grief and regret of 
his fubjedts in general, and of the 
city of Shirauz in particular, the 
inhabitants of which ‘never men¬ 
tion him without blcilings and 
prayers; and when they talk of 

his acHiious, Ihed tears of gratitude 

% 

to his memory. 


My account of the tranra( 5 lions 
and revolutions in Perfia, from the 
death of Kerim Khan until the 
prefent titne (being a period of 
nine years), is col]e(n;cd chiefly from 
\ the oliicers of the army, and others 
who were concerneckin tlicnk and* 
arcNiovif^ living .:t Shirauz. 


When Ihe death of Kerim Kha 
was anno^iced in the city 




TOUR FROM BENGAL TO PERSIA. . 


>wfuiIon arofe; two ana twenty poSeffion 
oAthe principal oflScers or the lei'****** 
army, men of high rank and fa> 

f' 

mily, took polTelBon of the ark, 
or citadel* \irith a refolution to ac¬ 
knowledge Abul Futtah Khan (the 
eldeft fon of the late Vakeel) as 
their fovereign, and to defend 
him againlt all other pretenders; 
whereupon Zikea Khan, a relation zikea 
of the late Vakeel by the moth dr's 
fide, who was po^efied of immenfe 
wealth, enlified a great part of tile 
army into his pay, by giving them 
very confidenable bounties. Zikea 
Khan was of the tribe of Zund / 

(or the Lackerics), a man remar|jiK^ 

* cruel, and Unrelent¬ 

ing as will be feen. Ha^ig af- Bciie^n 
[embled a large body troops, 
j he immediately marched them to 
^ X 4 the 


the citidel. 



* 


31 % 

t 


Employ! 
trciclteroiu 
iticana 
to entice 
tb« oiBcerft 
out; 


' * 
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the citadel, and laid clofe fiege 
it for the fpace of three days, 
the expiration of which, finding 
he could not take it by force, 'he 
had recourfe to treachery. To each 
of the principal Khans he Tent a 
written paper, by which he fwore 
upon the Koran, that if they would 
come out, and fubmit to him, not 



a hair of their heads fhould be 
touched, and that they fhould have 
their effedts fecitred to them>-> 


upon this, a confultation was held 
by them, and it appearing that 


they could not fubfiil many days 
\longer, they agreed to furrend^r 
tXeinfelves, firmly raying on the ^ 
protnifei/f hat had been made 
Zikea^^han. in the mean tii^, 
gave pri^e orders for the Khan^ 
to be fei/ed, and brought vpa-* 

rately 
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ly before him, as they t^ame 


3'^ 


out bf the citadel: his orders' were 

« * ***** 
nnecly obeyed, and thefe deluded 




men tvere all malTacred in his 


prefence; be was feated the whole 
time, feading his eyes on the cruel 
fpe£tacle. The manner of their 
execution was very iingular, and 
chara(5teriilic of the Yangtiinary 
difpofition of the tyrant:—^five or 
fix Pehlwauns, or wrefllers, being 
ilripped naked to .the waid, were 
armed with feimitars; each of 


them fucceflively fingled^ut a vic¬ 
tim, and cut him to pieces; their 
bodjes were thrown into the fquare 
iMfore^the palace. The foUowing^^^trurdi. 

ftance happened d uring this ftincc of 
exepution, and was told to aie by 
;^perfon who afiTured m^^e was 
ey^witoefs of it; ond of Zi- 

V kea 


feiocitfi 


was 


V 
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kea ^Khan's foldiers (a Turcoin^ 
Tartar}* after the execution was 
over, Hepped forward, and dipping 
his hands in the blood which flow¬ 
ed on every flde, conveyed a hand¬ 
ful of it to his mouth and drank 
it off; at the fame time bcfmcar- 
ing his beard with it, he exclaimed, 
SJbuiur Li/labee, or, Praile be to God I 


Zilcea 
Khan af- 
the 

govern- 


* The adherents of thefe unfortu« 
nate men were ^fpared, and incor¬ 
porated with Zikea Khan's troops. 
Such fevfre and ^ unheard-of in- 
fiances of cruelty had the effe(5): 
of deterring others from any im- 
ediate attempt tojobtain the go¬ 
vern nieht, ^and for fome' 
things were quiet at Shirauz. 'N 'be 
effects the unhappy men 
had hem. maiTacred were ml con¬ 
veyed 
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vcTCd to the tyrant’s treafury, ,and 
every perfon in the city the leaft 
fufpe^ted, fell an inftant victim to 
the fufpicions of Zikea Khan ; the 
young prince Abul Futtah Khan 
was put into clofc confinement, but 
fufTered neither the lofs of life or 
fight. 
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Ali Murad Khan, another kinf- Aii,Mwad 

' Khan ap- 

man of the deceafed Vakeel, was pointed 

^ ^ Hakim of 

at this time in the city, and in irpebaa. 
high favour with Zikea Khan: 
though he fecrctfy deteftdd that ty¬ 
rant, he was fKcrtly after appointed 1 
Hakim, or governor of the city of 
. IJfpahaii, And ienc up thither. Air Affuru to 

^ / . r- ^ - the empire; 

Kh an was no looner ar¬ 
rived, than he began to forn^plans 

his hwn advancement ;|^nd the xndnoder 

f ^ * pretence of 

^ibetter^to cover his defigns, he de- 

V dared 



AboT Fut- 
tah Khan, 


dcclam 
again Cl Z?- 
ka Kban» 
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dared his intentions were to 
cue the young Prince Abul Futtah 
Khan from the hands of Zikea 
Khan» and to place him at the 
head of the government. Accord' 
ingly, finding the troops and the 
inhabitants of Ifpahan favourably 
inclined towards him, he collected 
a large army, publicly threw off 
his obedience to Zikea Khan, and 
acknowledged the fovereignty of 
Abul Futtah Khan, the elder Ton 
of his dcceafed mafter and kinfman 
Kerim KJfan. 


Zifcea Zikea Khan, hearing of this, re- 

quits Sbi- \y ^ ^ 

;raHs. volt, innantly auembled hiSvarmy, , 

and qaitted* Sbiiauz, takihgS^JgO^ 
with him every perfon whom he 
fafpeift^ might be capable of ral^ 
ing any diCturbance during ^is abv^ 
" fence: 
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ce: amongfl; thefe was Abul 
\ • * 
f ttttah Khan, and ocher llat'e pri* 

foners. He left his fob Akbar Khan 



(a man of equal cruelcy^ with him- 
felf), in the •appointment of Beg- 
lerberg of Fars, and governor of 
Bhirauz. He firft marched his Arrive, at 
army to Yezdekhaft, a place about Uaft. 
fix days journey to the northward 
of Shirauz, on the high road zq . 
irpahan; here death put an end to 
his ambition. The particulars 
his death were related to me by a 
perfon who, beifig at tl^t time in 
the camp, wai an eye-wicnefs of it. 


f 

^ Zikaa Khaa»% immediately on his' 

at Yezdekhafl, fent viford^to 


the inhabitants of that 
Jre expJebed they would 


plagt, that 


pfa« 

deiiv 


iver up 


,to hiqa the fum of three tboufand 


Romans, 
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Tomans, which had been carded 
from Shirauz at the time of Kerim 
Khan’s death; this money had 
been previoufly fent to Ali Murad 
Khan, the Hakim of Jfpahan- The 
inhabitants of Yczdekhaft fenc word 
back that they had it not, and were 
ignorant what had become of it.— 

Not fatisfiecii with this anfwer, he 

* 

ordered eighteen of the principal 
people of the place to be brought 
before him: when they appeared, 
be again demanded to know what 
they had done with the three thou- 
fand Tomans; the ibhabitants ftill 
pleaded ignorance, but in vainj 
*^the cruel tyrant ordered all of them 
to be.thro'ftrn down the precipice 
which, hangs over the fort refs of 

\ t 

.Yezdekkaft: the fentence f/as iur*. 

k 

mediately executed, and thejr were 
& all 



TOUR FROM BENGAL TO PERSIA. 

allk cruflied to atoms. Still unfa- 

■ ^ * 

tiated with blood, and imtafed by 
his difappointment, this monfter 
gave orders for a Seiud to be 
brought before him (this high caft 
claim their defcent from Maho¬ 
med), a man univerfally refpeAed 
for his piety and exemplary life. 
Zikea Khan, on his arrival in the 
prefence, put the fame queftioii to 

I 

him he had done before to the 
eighteen principal inhabitants, and 
demanded of him where the three 


thouCand Tomahs were« concealed, 
and charged him with having em> 
beyzled a part of them: in vain 
the Seiud pleaded his innocence' 
and ignorance; Zikea*Khan, with 
a ravage fury, firft ordered him to 
, be ripped up, and rhrown'^ver the 
precipice, which was inftantly 

* obeyed, 
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obeyed, and then commanded i^e 
wife dnd daughter of the unhappy 
man to be given up to the brutal 
luft of the foldiery *, but they for¬ 
tunately were more merciful than 
the mailer whom they ferved, and 
being flruck with indignation at 
this cruel infult, on a religious 
man, who from his defcent was 

deemed a facred chara<n:er even 

■ 

amongit the moil licentious, they 
were fired with impatience to rid 
themfelves of fuch a facrilegious 
monfter. <'Zikea Khan, after the 
above horrible feend, gave a fpe- 
ciai commillion to Mahadi Khan, 
'‘his principal favourite, to allem- 
blu a body of workmen Ito raze, 
the fortrefs of Yezdekhaft, and 
«very fluufe in it, even ^jto the, 
ground: tliis bufinefs was imme- 

diatelv; 
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diatelx begun; but the meafiTre of 
the t^rant^s iniquity was full; he 
did not live to fee his inhuman 
order completed. Seventy of the 
Gholaums (op a body guard) having 
entered into a refolution to deftroy 
him, waited the approach of night 
to put their defign into execution. 
Accordingly, about nine o’clock in 
the evening, they drew near the 
tyrant’s tent in a body, where they 
perceived him fitting, with his 
pifiols and a drawn feimirar by his 
fide (he never went wichbut theie 
arms). The fight of the tyrant fo 
murh daunted feme of them, that 
out of the feventy, only feven had 
courage Sufficient to approach him. 
Thefe feven, without the fmaUelt 
hefitatioa, cut the ropes of nia tent 
with their feimitars, which falling 

Y ^ in 






He IS put 
to death by 
bis body 
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t 

* « 

in afid entangling him fo as to 
prevent him making ufe of his 
arms, the other men immediately 
rulhed in; his body was then cut 
• into a thoufand pieces, and fcatter- 
ed over the encampment by the 
enraged foldiery. 


Abal Ftittah 
Khaii aiTumf S' 
the ^ovcin- 
jncflU 


Thus perillied the inhuman Zikea 
^han. His death was by far too 
lenient for bis crimes; he was one 
of the mod rclcntlefs and bloody 
tyrants that ever alQiiftcd the king¬ 
dom of Pfcrfia: he had not a iingle 
good quality to couhterbalancc his 
vices, and it was happy for, the 
country to be delivered from fuch 
af mopUer of cruelty. » 


Up^ the death of 2ik^a Khano 
Abul Futtah Khan, who was ac the 
-■ time 
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time in the camp, was proclaimed 
King by the unanimous Voice of 
the troops, whom he immediately 
led back to Shirauz. On his ar¬ 
rival, he wa« acknowledged as fo- 
vereign by all ranks of people, and 
took quiet poUcnion of the go¬ 
vernment. Ali Murad Khan, hear¬ 
ing of this revolution, fent his 
fubmidions to the young prince, 
accompanied by a very Jiandfomc 
peilhcuOi (or prefent), for which, 
in return, he was continued in the 
government of' Ifpahalt, and re¬ 
mained ill vefy high favour. 


Mahomed ^adick Khan, only Matiomed 
brotheti of the late Kerim, KhTm, broche/of**** 
who l^d during that prince’s life 
filled ^ie high oillcc of B^glerbeg jetTrmVnn 
of Fars, and had been appointed the 

Y * > iiii'di1p+ 

2 guardian 
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guardian of his fon Abul Futtafi 
Khan, was at this period governor 
of the city of Bullora, which had 
been taken by the Periians, pre¬ 
vious to the VakeePs death. Upon 
hearing the news of his brother’s 
dcceafe, he became ambitious of 
reigning alone, and from that in- 
ftant formed fchemes for the de- 

P 

llnii5lion of his nephew; but as it 

was necefiary for him to be on the 

fpot for the advancement of his 

views, he determined to withdraw 

the FerCaif* garrifoh from Buflbra, 

who were all devoted to his in- 

tcreft. Accordingly he evacuated 

that place, and marched, kume- 

\ ' ' 

didtely^ for Shirau4. I 

! 

r 

The ^ews of Sadick Khans ap¬ 
proach threw the inhabitants of 
- Shirauz 
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Shirauz into the greateft confierna- 
tion: their minds were varioufly 
agitated on the occafion: fome^ 
from his known public charat^ler, 
expei5ted he* would honeftly fulfil 
the commands of his deceafed bro¬ 
ther; others, who had been witnefies 

to the confufion of former times, 

* 

on limilar occafions, rightly inia- 
gined that he would fct up for 
himfelf; and indeed this proved to 
be the cafe: for having entered 
Shirauz, a very few days after, he 
caufed Abul Futtah Ithan to be M^elanclio)/ 

4.* r t Abul 

feized, deprived of fight, and put FJtuhKhan. 
into clofe confinement. Thus did 
ufihounded ambition, and luft 
of power, prevail over every tie of 
honoi^, confangulnity, a^d grati¬ 
tude. «The fate of this young prince 
was truly melancholy. Endowed 

Y 3 • by 
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* 

by naii)re wish talents neceffary to 
form an accompliOied prince, he 
was of too mild a difpoficion for 
the turbulent times in which he 

p 

lived: humane, juft, and generous, 
he was the delight of all who faw 
him, and died univcrfally regretted, 
after lingering for the fpace of two 
years in a mifcrable prifon, over¬ 
whelmed with grief and vexation. 
It will be an everlafting reproach on 
the inhabitants oFShirauz, who had 
received from his father benefits 

r » 

fuperior to thofe of any city in 
Perfia, that they had not gratitude 
fufiicient to make one fpirited efibrt 
in favour of his unhappy fehr. Tlxe* 
only eicufe that can be Alleged 
for them, is their terror at (he re¬ 
membrance of the executions ,of 
Zikea Khan, which having ftceled 
V their 
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their breafts againfl; all emotions of 
pity and gencrofity, by the* dread 
of like punilhments, they beheld 
the captivity and death of their 
prince in lilent forrow. 
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After this event, Sadlck Khan SaditkKhin 

a^Juincs the 

openly alTumed the government. Bo^i’iinienc. 
As foon as the intelligence reached Difeontertor 

. AH Murad 

All Murad Khan, who was at Ifpa- Khan, 
han, that lord inllantly rebelled. 

Deeming himfelf to have an equal 
right to the government witli Sa- 
dick Khan, as*in fa(JlP*he had, he 
.could ill bibok the thought of 
.being obedient to him, and openly 
declare^ hinofelf a competitor for 
the empire. Perfia *was by this 
meai^ again involved in all the 
horrors of a civil war. 



328 


OBSERVATIONS MADE ON A 


* i 

All Murad Khan after fome time 
ailembled his army, which con- 
lifted of about twelve thoufand 
men, and led it diredl to Shirauz. 
He laid fiege to that capital; how¬ 
ever, as he had no artillery with his 
army, the place being defended by 
a moft excellent foilc and a parapet 
wall, and having plenty of provi- 
lions, he found the ilcge much 
more dilEciilt than he expedted. 
Things continued, in this fituation 
for upwards of eight months, at the 
expiration of whidh, Ali Murad 
Khan found means td corrupt one 
of the guards of the city gates, 
called the llaglhah, wihich faces to 
the 'Touthward (it is the gate heareft 
The city to the citadel), which being /^pen- 

taken* 

ed to him, he fent a chofen body 
of troops into the city, under the 

command 
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command of Akbar Khan, tl^e fon 

of Zikea Khan, who had' been 

with him ever fince his father's 

death,.and was high in his favour. 

» 

It will naturally be fuppofed, 
that at the taking of a city like 
Shirauz, which had enjoyed a re> 
pofe of near thirty years of peace, 
every thing would have gone .to 
ruin indiferiminately, and that 
plunder and defolation would have 
marked the progrefs of the victori¬ 
ous. troops; but this ^as not the 
cafe, for Ali*Murad Khan, with a 
cophderation worthy of praife, had 
ven * the driCfcll and mod pohti ve 
orders » Akbar Khan,'that the City 
Ihoulo^not be plundered; and thefe 
orders, except in a few unavoidable 
inftances, were ftriClly obeyed* 

The 
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The ^merchants in general faved 
their effects by a prefent of thirty 
or forty Tomans each, which is 
about iive hundred rupees. 


Kbau 
and bb fami- 
Jy retire lo 
ihc cjcadci* 


f 


They Jbr- 
jender, are 
deprived of 
iight, and 
afterwards 
put tc> deaths 

> 

i 


At the tihie the city was taken, 
Sadick Khan, together with his 
zniniClcr Meerza Mahomed Hof- 
feen, and his family, retired into 

f 

the citadel, which place was im¬ 
mediately inveded, and furrender- 
ed on the third day. Sadick Khan, 
with his three children, were feized 
and put ifi’to dole confinement; 
and after being deprived of fight, 
were finally made away with ^y 


the cruel Akbar Khaik Tlie*mode 
of ^adjek Khan s death is^ncer- 
tain; fome fay that he wa| com¬ 
pelled to cat cut glafs, others that , 
he beat out his own brains with a 


mace; 
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tnace; and this laft is,moft likely 
to have been the cafe, as he was a 
man of very high fpirit. 


Sadtek Khan’s fate cannot be 
much lamented, if we conhder his 
cruel and unjuft treatment of his 
nephew, and his violent ufurpation 
of the government, though |he 
tumultuous and ungovernable fitu- 
aiion of the times may extenuate 
his actions in fomt degree. Sadick. 
Khan was in other refpefls a 
nobleman of great character j his 
abilities in war had gained him 
thd confidence and afFedfion of his 
^brother/the late Vakeel} and his 
condu^ during the fiege of Suilora 
was worthy of military praife. He 
did iijany good oiHces to the Eng* 
liih, from his earlieft acquaintance 
6 with 
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$B9 

with them, of which the following 
is a particular inilanceSoon after 
the capture of Bullbra, in the 
courfe of a converfation with Mr. 
Latouche, the Englilh refident, he 
obferved that there was not a fingle 
houfe in the place (excepting the 
factory) that was fit for his recep¬ 
tion, and added, hut Jb great h piy 
efteem for the Englijh nation^ that I would 
not refold m iU if the walls were made of 
gold\ and he verified this declara¬ 
tion by preventing every attempt 
to moleft '^them. He was liberal' 
and magnificent in his dirpofition, 
and in this much refembled his 
brother Kerim Khan; • ' 

' ' j 

Eefides the three children above 
mentionedi Sadick Khan had a 
fourth, named Jaafar Khan, who, 

at 
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at the time that Shirauz was be* 

fieged, was governor, on behalf of 

his father, of the provinces of Bea- 

* 

boon and Shuder, which lie to the 
fouth'Wed of JShirauz. This noble* 
man had come to the camp of Alt 
Murad Khan, during the fiege, and 
had made his fubmiiiions, for 
for which rcafon hi% life was 
fpared when the city was taken.* 


The lixth day after the capture Aii Murad 
of Shirauz, Ali Murad Khan made Sbiraux. 
-his entry, and fixed Inis refidence 

government. 

in the citadol. Shortly after, he 
difeovered, by the means of fecret 
intelligence, that his mi aider and 
mvourite, Akbar Khan, was fo* 
mentirs^^a confpiracy againft his 
perfon and government; and as 
the pfoofs of thofe defigns were 
’ clear. 
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dear* he fent for him privately* 
* 

acquainted him of all the circum- 
ilances that had come to his knoW'* 

p 

ledgC) reviled him in the feveren: 
terms for his bafenefs and ingrati¬ 
tude, and without waiting for any 
reply or juftification, ordered Jaafar 
Khan, who was in attendance, to 
revenge himfelf on the murderer 
of his father and three brothers, 
which he accordingly did by plung¬ 
ing a dagger intp his breail. Ak- 
bar Khan expired inflantly, and 
his remain^ werd Hung into the 
*' great fquarc beforo the palace, 
Jaafar Khan foon after was ap¬ 
pointed govcnior of Khums, a 
province to the north-weft pf Ifpa- 
hau i. and at this period mqre was 
a flattering profped: of Fevlia being 
fettled under the government of 


one 
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one man; but it was obfeured by 

j » 

the power and credit which Akau 
Mahomed Khan had acquired in 
the provinces of Mazanderan and 
Ghilan, on the coaft of the Cafpian 
fea. 

Akau Mahomed Khan is the fon Akan Ma- 

, homed Khu 

of Hufleen Khan Kejan On the Kcjar, 

night following Kerim Khdn’s 

dcatht he found means to make 

his efcape from .Shirauz, and fled 

to the northward, where colledling 

fome troops, h(!? foon fhade himfelf 

mafler of M^zande^an and Ghilan, 

aqd was proclaimed nearly about 

the titn^ that Ali Murad Khan had 
* 

taken j^irauz. It is* icmqrkaf)]et 
that fr(^ his firfl entering into a 
competition for the government, 
he“has been fuccefsful in every 

battle 



t 
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battle which he has fought. He is' 
an eunuch/having been made fo 
whilfi an infant, by the command 
of Nadir Shah, but poiTeiTes great 
perfonal bravery. 


Alt Murid All Murad Khan, hearing of the 

Kh%ti quiEs 

sbinuz. in fuccefs of Akau Mahomed Khan, 

order to meet . . > n . 

hiiopponoit. determined tb go againft him. His 
army being alTcmbled, he com- 
menced his march for Ifpahan, 
and alTumed the tide of Ali Murad 
Shah. Seiud Murad Khan, his kinf., 
man, was Uft as governor of Shi- 
■ rauz, which he gairifoned very 
ftrongly, and was appointed Begler- 
beg of the province of Pars. Ali 
Muiad Shah llaid a Ihort time at 
Ifpahan, in order to fetdeuhe con- 
fufions that had crept intd the go¬ 
vernment during his abfence wand 

having 
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liaVing arranged every thing to 
his fatisfadlion, again iet forwards 
to Mazanderan to meet his oppo* 
nent Akau Mahomed Khan; but 
he had not advanced above three 
days march, when intelligence was 
brought him that a rebellion had 
broken out in Ifpahan; he was at 
this time very ilK Beiilg enraged 
at the interruption of his progrefs. 

I- 

he refolutely determined to puniOi 
feverely thofe who had been the 
caufe of it; he inftantly mounted 
his horfe. and coAimaniSed his ar« 

•p 

my to march back to Ifpahan; but 
on the fecond day he fell fuddenly His fdJtleii 
from hi^ borfe*^ and expired on the 
f]^« This circumftance is mu(]^ 
to be regrated. as it was fuppofed. 
from his Wreat abilities and firm 
xx^suiex* of adfing, he would have 

Z 'fettled 





and chi> 
ra6kr. 


faafir 
Xhan af- 
fcrts hi$ 
preten&ons 
to the go- 
vtiamtau 
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fettled the diftradled affairs of the 
Perdan empire, Ali Murad Shah 
was a nobleman of great fpirit and 
bravery, and had conliderable abi¬ 
lities in the field: he was fevere in 
maintaining the difciplinc of his 
army, and in his difpofition fero¬ 
cious, though very kind to thofe 
who aflifted him in gaining his 
power. 


Upon the death of Ali Murad 
Shah, affairs fell again into con- 

f* r 

fufion. Af this period Jaafar Khan, 
the eldeft and only furviving fon 
of Sadick Khan, was governor of 
Khums: he deemed this-favour-v 
d^le opportunity to afi'^r his pre- * 
tenfions to the government, add 
immediately marched with what 


few troops he had to 



fooK 
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{bon after his arrival he was Join¬ 
ed by the greater part of the mal¬ 
contents, who were then in arms. 
In this OtaatioQ he remained fome 
time; but Abau Mahomed Khan 
coming down upon him with his 
army, he was obliged to rifk his 
fate in a battle, and, being defeat¬ 
ed, fled with the fruhll remains 
of his troops, taking the road 'to 
,Shirauz. 

When intelligence of Jaafar 
Khan’s didrcfled^fituattbn and ap¬ 
proach hrll iTached Seiud Morad 
Kl\^n, that nobleman began to 
^ntertait) an. idea of excluding 
him, arjd of aHlimingThe govem- 
ment himfelf. The garrifon, how¬ 
ever, wore averfe to him t and 
pH ' s b ilS critical period, Meerza Ma- 

Z a homed 


3^9 
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homed HoHein arriving, informed 

him ' that Jaafar Khan, in the 

event of his quiet fubmiilion, would 

both allow him to remain unhurt 

at Shirauz, and to enjoy a fhare of 

the adminidration. Doubt of fuc- 

cefs on one fide, under circum- 

fiances of certain oppofition, and 

confideratioh for his perfonal fe- 

cilrity on the other, induced him 

to drop his ambitious views, and tc 

order the gates to be thrown open 

to Jaafar Khan, who accordingly 

took pofiefiion of the government 

in peace. ‘ 


If dfifeated 
hj Akaii 
MHhomei 


A fiiort time after, Jaafat Khan 
fiiy l ig g hlmfelf firengt^ned by 
an increafe of his arno^, deter¬ 
mined to venture a fecond engage¬ 
ment with his opDonent AkahrfKi^ 


homed 


.\ 
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homed Khan, and for (his purpofe 
marched with his army towards 
Ifpahan: the two armies met near 
Yezdekhafi, when a battle enfued, 
and Akau Mkhomed Khan's fupe- 
rior fortune again prevailing, Jaafar 
Khan was defeated, and retired to 
Shirauz. 

At this period Ali Kouli Khan, 
*Hakim (or governor) of the city 
of Kazeroon, a place fituated be¬ 
tween Abu Shehjr and^hirauz, and 
dependant on the latter, thought 
proper to throw off his allegiance 
to 5 a!tfar Khan, to whom he had 
thefore' fhbmifted, and whofe power 
he had^cknowledged. This l^p* 
pened inf the year 1785. 

7 * 3 . Jaafar 


AK Kouli 
Khun lebelfu 
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Jaa^ar Kban, upon the news of 
this event, fent a confiderable bo¬ 
dy of troops againft Ali Kouli 
Khan, and a battle was fought 
near the village of l)ufturjun, in 
lidefcmd. whicli Alt KouU Khau was defeat- 
He goes to ed and obliged to fly. However, 

Sbiraaz, 

fliortly aftc^'wards, he was per- 
fiiaded to go to Shirauz, in order 
‘ to make his fubmiflions, on the 
flrength of the oaths fworn upon* 
the Koran, and promifes of Jaafar 
Khan not to tou(^h a hair of his 
where lie 1 head: on his arrival, he was feiz- 

3' put m ^ 

cotifine- cd, confined as a clofe prifoner 
in the citadel, and all his ciTddfs 
wye confifeated. There* is litdti 
probability of his enlvgement, 
linlefs a revolution in thf govern- 

A 

ment Ihould happen. Tlip bro- * 
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tner of this nobleman, Heza Kouli 

^ * 

Khan, hearing of his cajftivity, 
fled inllantly from Kazeroon, tak> 
ing along with him all his cffe<£ls* 
which were wry conliderable. He 
went to the port of Abu Shehr, 
and claimed the protection of Sheik 
Nafir, but afterwards retired to 
Buflbra, where he fiow rcfidcs, 
waiting for fome future opporiu- 
,nity to refume his rank and dig¬ 
nity. On the feizure of Ali Kouli 
Khan, Jaafar Khan appointed a 
kinfman of his^ owif^Ahili Him- 
mut Khan) t« the government of 
Kazeroon, which he ftill continues 
to hold.. 


fn th| fpring of i786,’ja5far w*r 
Khan h^d determined on leading m^chet 

againft Abu Shehr, in shekk 
^ 4 * order 
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order to punifli Sheick Nafir for 
*■ ^ 

having given protection to Reza 
Kouli Khan, and for refuGng to 
fend the annual Feifliculh, or pre- 
fen c, which the Shirauz govern- 
ixient demands from Abu Shehr 


The affairs 
made up by 
tnediatiQii+ 


as an acknowledgment of its de- 
pcndancc on it. Sheick NaGr, 
who is turned of eighty years of 
aOT, refolved to hold out againft 
thefe eiTurts of Jaafar Khan, and 
made preparations accordingly. 

Khan proceeded on his 
march as f^r as Kazeroon, when 
Ills claims were adjliflcd by the 
mediation of the friends of e^ch 



party ■, a lack of rupees was paid 


• t 


bvfSheick Nafir, and Jaafor Khan 
returned to Shirauz wita his ar¬ 
my.—My thanks arc due to Mr. 
Jones, of the Bullbra 

this 


to Mr. 
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this part of my narrative. On 
the 23d of April 17S7, Seiiid Mu- , 
rad Khan, who was governor of . 
Shirauz at the time of All Murad 
Khan*s death, and had ihewn bim- 
felf avcrfe to Jaafar Khan’s taking 
pofledion of the government, was 
fuddenly feizcd during the felliviry Sei%iir« of 

^ . —I L Sclud Mu- 

of the Cheragoons (a ceremony rad Khan, 
and fedival made in honouf’of 

■ i 

the fecond fon of Jaafar Khan, at 
the time he underwem, the ope¬ 
ration of the Sunnut. or circum- 
cihon. preferibed by^e Mahomed- • 
an law). This unhappy noblc- 
n^n, on his capture, was convey¬ 
ed to rhe citadel, where he was 
ieverelv beaten: his'efTefis vere 
taken &om him, amounting to 
an immenfe fum. moltly the trea- 

^^aiiK .4 of Kerim Khan, which had 

* 

been 
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been confided to his care at the 
, time of Ah Murad Khan’s de- 
coRjec- , parture for Ifpahan. The crime 

fiirej on 

the caufe. pretended to be alleged againft 
him was a confpiracy* againfi the 


government; but the people at 
Shirauz generally fuppofed that his 
imprifonment was folcly owing to 
his having formerly conceived an 
, op^biition to Jaafar Khan, who Hill 
kept it in his mind, and who was • 
jealous of his remaining power. 


and perhaps tempted at the fame 
time by his wealth: whatfoever 


may have been the ciufe, be flill 


remains in prifon, but whether tie* 
prtved of fight or not, istuncer^ 
taii\ a9 all trar.faeSlions relpefling 
fiate-prifoners in Ferfia sfre dark 
and fecret: however, it is*the ge¬ 
neral opinion that the unh'kppy-^ 


man 
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man has fuifered that cruel piini^h- 

i* t 

mcntj and it is but too natural to 
fuppofe ir, froni the example and ^ 
experience of former times. The 
above revolhtion took place dur¬ 
ing my own refidcncc at Shirauz, 
and therefore the account may be 
deemed perfectly authentic. On 
the 25th of June 1787, Jaafar Klpn 
quitted Shirauz, and ihortlyS^f- , 
ter marched his army to the north¬ 
ward, but returned in October with¬ 
out having efi^pt^sd any thing.— 
Such is the psefent ftate of Perfia-. J 


*Akau Mahomed Khan Hill keeps 
poUefSdn of the provinces oKMa- 
zanderan and Ghilan, as wejk as 
the cities of Ifpahan, Ham^dan, 
and Tauris* where he is acknow- 
ledged as fovereign. Jaafar Khan 

has 


The tiro 
competi- 

tOiU ^ 
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has pofleilloa of the city of Shirauz 
and the provinces of Beaboon and 
Shufler; he alfo receives an annual 
Beilhculh from the province of 
Carmania* and another from the 
city of Yezd; Abu Shehr and Lar 
allb fend him tribute* The fouth- 
ern provinces are in general more 
fruitful than thofe to the north* 
vr^'d> they not having been fo fre* 
quently the ftenes of aftion during 
the late revolutions. 



perfoD 




■i 


JaafarKhan is a m^dle-aged man, 
very corpulent, and has a call in his 
right eye: in the places where h»i& 
acknowledged he is well beloved. 
ant^fpeinied. He is very mild in his 
difpdfition, and juft. In ShWuz he 
keeps up a moft admirable police, 
and good, government. He is v^^ 

kind 
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* * 
kind and obliging to nrangers in 

general, and to the Englifhln par¬ 
ticular, as Mr. Jones and myfelf 
experienced during our refidence 
at Shirauz. ■ Of the two competi¬ 
tors who at prefent contend for 
the government of Perfia, he is 
the moil likely, in caie of fuccefs 
againft his opponent, *to reilore 
country to a happy and 
ftate-; but it will require a 
Ipace of time to necovcr it from the 
calamities 
revolutions 
country, il 
may be allowed, once blooming as 
the garden of Eden, fair and flou» 
riiliing to the eye;—how, Jature- 
verfe ! defpoiled and leaflefs ot the 
cruel ravages of war, and defolat- 
ing Contention. 


into the different 

h^e brought it: - 

or 


f m. Oriental metaphi 



The 



' OBSEAVATlONS ItfADE Olltf it 


350 


Ltttf All 
Khan, «l- 
deft fen of 
Jaafir 
lUian* 


ConcIulloR 


. • 
The forces of the two conipett<^ 

tors are nearly equal* conhUing 
of about twenty thoufand men, 
chiefly horfe. Jaafar Khan has 
feveral children, the eldeft of 
whom* Lucf All Khan, is a youth 
of nineteen years of age, very pro- 
niiflng in his appearance, and well 
liked by thofe under his father’s 
g^k'ernment. He has lately been 
'lippointed Beglerbcg ^ of the pro¬ 
vince of Pars, and governor of 
Shirauz. Thi^was the Ctuation 
' f the country whtjn I left it * but 
the enfaing fpring ^ill mofl; pro¬ 
bably produce fotne new eveqfs, 
and very likely dotermine thei 
ittta of Perfia in favour of one or 
otha* of tbefe competitors. 


Abu Sbskr, 

December lO^ 1787* \ 

* An of&ti Iq PerfiaA reJenbling that of nceiojr 
In Europe.. 






